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SIRE, 


| AVING had the Honour 
to ſerve Your MAIEST x 
about forty Vears together in the 


| | Quality of Surgeon-Major of Y o uR 
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M a jesTY's Hoſpitals of War; and 
having ſince that Time had the fur- 
ther Honour to be firſt Surgeon to 


Youk Rorar MO TRRER of Glo- 


[ rious Memory, about twenty Years 
more, I thought myſelf obliged, in 


Acknowledgment of my Duty, to | 


lay the Second Volume of my 
HOSPITAL SURGEON at 
Your MajEtsrty s Feet. 


WHATEVER good Reception 
the former Volume has met with, 
This will ſtand in need of Your 


i adv 


nces 2. new. Syſtem. which not- 
anding its Uſefulneſs, will be 
ſure to meet with Opponents. 


Burt, SIRE, it has been ad- 
mitted as a Maxim in all Ages, that 
the General ſhould be preferr'd to 
any Particular, Altho' Your 
M 4- 


Majtsrtys Protection, as 1 
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DEDICATION. 
MaJesrTy has honour'd me with 
Your Suffrage, tho' You have been 
convinced of the good Effects of 
my Mercury, and have even pub- 


liſh'd my Syſtem; yet I leave it en- 
tirely to the World to receive, or 


| reject it; contenting myſelf with 


having obey'd Your MaJjesTyYs 


-1 


Commands in that which Charity 
and the Welfare of afflicted Patients 
ſeem d to exact of me. 


IMAVY be with Reaſon con- 
demn'd for moving out of my Sphere, 


but the prodigious Experience which _ 


has fallen to my Share, did in a 


| Manner compel me to do ſo. 


I covLD, on this occaſion, no 


more bridle my Zeal for the Good 


of the Sick, than I could formerly 
for the Good of the Wounded, 


M y 
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DEDICATION. 


M y Method has had the Ho- 
nour to meet with Your MA- 
JESTY $ Approbation: You have 


een the Succeſs of it on ſeveral {1 
Occaſions, and in Caſes of the 


higheſt Importance; which Succeſs 
having ſurpaſsd even my own 
Expectation, refuſe not, I beſeech 
You, SIR E, the Homage of 
my laſt Labours, which 1 offer 
to Your MajtsrTy. 


 Honovs, with Your Royal 
Protection, an old Practitioner, 
who in the Tracts which make 
up this Collection, ſtill continues 
to deliver to Mankind gentle 
and eaſy Methods, whereby they 
may be reſcued from many con- 
ſiderable Evils; and who places 


the whole Glory of his Succeſs 


at Your Feet with the utmoſt 
Re- 


DEDICATION. 


Reverence and Submiſſion, aeſir r- 
ing to live and die, 


SIRE, 
Your MajesTyY's 
moſt humble, moſt obedient, 


and moſt faithful Servant, 


BELLOSTE; 
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YO 1a i 


Of Mercury. 
I M A well enough be excuſed 


the Ceremony of a Preface to the 
following Picces, ſince my Rea- 
der will ſoon perceive them to be 
the Reſult of a long Practice and Ex- 
perience, join'd with a ſedulous Appli- 
cation. It may not, however, be 
amiſs to acquaint thoſe who have not 


read my former Work, which was 


firſt printed in 1695, that this has a 
Connexion with it; and may be ef- 
teemed an additional Advantage there- 
to, as it ſerves to perſect and compleat 
it; tho' without ſuch Aſſiſtance it has 

| B already 
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already met with an univerſal Appro- 
bation, having been render'd into all 
the Languages of Europe. | 
It ſhould be obſerv'd likewiſe, that 
the Italian Tranſlation of the very ta- 
mous M. S$ncaſany, Counſellor and 
firſt Phyſician to his Highnels the Duke 
de Guaſtale, has brought over ſome | 
Perſons who were obſtinately tenacious | 
of old Maxims, and had written pro- 
feſſedly againſt this new Method. 
Surgery owes them this Obligation; 
that their Obſcurity has thrown a new 
Light on my Imagination, and has, as 
it were, compell'd me to produce ſuch 
Reaſons and Proofs, as may make ſome 
Progreſs in the perfecting our Art; and 
on this Motive I reſum'd my Pen. 1 
think I'm bound to ward off the indi- 
rect Attacks made on my zealous | 
Tranſlator, by anſwering all Doubts 
and Objections, and by oppoſing the 
falſe Maxims of Antiquity with Rea- 
ſon and actual Experience. 
Inthe Affair of this Diſpute, Iwas not 
a little ſurprizʒ d to ſee my Letters tranſ- 
lated and printed, by the Care of my ſa- 
| | gacious 
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gacious Tranſlator, notwithſtanding 


the harſh, laconic, obſcure and inarti- 
ficial Style in which they were written. 

However they happened to be well 
received by many very excellent Pro- 
feſſors, of which there is an abundance 
in Italy, My Tranſlator has ſeveral 
Pieces in his Poſſeſſion, of which I ne- 


ver took a Copy; and in this Collec- 


tion there are ſome already printed-in 
ſtalian, which I have review'd, amend- 
ed, and made ſome Additions to; but 
as the Italian Tongue is not much in 
uſe in France, I choſe to publiſh them 
here, in the ſame Language with my 
tormer Work, 

I ſhould obſerve likewiſe, that I had 
the good Fortunc, of my own accord, 
to fall in with the Opinion of the fa- 
mous Cæſar Magati, and afterwards to 
raiſe him up out of the Obſcurity in 
which he had remain'd for more tha 
a whole Century together, 

This is a ſort of Miracle wrought by 
my former Work. The Reader will meet 
with other Miracles of Art in this: 
Eyes entirely loſt, reſtor'd by one fin- 

B 2 _ gle 
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gle Operation, and a Number of ex- 
quiſite and mortal Caſes, according to 
a wrong way of Treatment, con- 
quer'd by gentle and ſpeedy Methods. 
Theſe will appear upon a Peruſal of 
this Work; and a faithful Practice 
will evince the Truth of them. The 
Retuſcitation of Magatus is owing to 
Chance: The happy Succeſs of our 
Operation in Diſeaſes of the Eyes, is 
no Invention of mine; I have only had 
the Advantage of ſetting it forth on ſe- 
veral Occaſions, having never met but 
with one Perſon in all my Life who 
put it in practice before me. 

Mercury, whoſc Virtues I here pub- 
liſh, is a Miracle of Nature, and the 
greateſt Gift of Providence in the whole 
Materia medica. 

Chance has let me into a greater 
Knowledge of it, than all I could col- 
let from thoſe who have uſed it, or 
wrote of it. 

I am ready to acknowledge, it was 
not in conſequence of any Reaſoning, 
that I firſt enter d upon the Uſe of it; 
however, the Succeſs I met with from 

its 
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its Adminiſtration emboldened me to 
ſtick to it, and to add Authority to- 
one Experience, by another; my fu- 
ture Employs gave me frequent and fa- 
vourable Opportunities of trying its 
Efficacy in many chronical and invete- 
rate Caſes, which were eſteem'd incu- 
rable, yet they entirely gave way to 
crude Mercury. I have found out a 
Method to prevent it from ſubliming, 
tho' without ſuch a Reftraint, I can- 
not be of opinion that the Heat of our 
Bodies is ſufficient to ſublime it. I 
have mix'd it with gentle Purgatives, 
which determine one Part of its Acti- 
on by Stool; another Part of it com- 
municates itſelf to the Blood, mixcs 
with the Lymph in Circulation, with- 
out loſing its globular Figure, and ne- 
ver leaves it till it has render'd it capa- 
ble of penetrating every where by its 
Subtilty and Fluidity, and of nouriſh- 
ing all Parts by means of its balſamic 
Particles, which it re-inſtates in their 
natural Condition, when they are de- 
prav'd and alter'd, and removes all 
Obſtacles that may impede its Pro- 

BY greſs. 
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preſs. It is a profeſs'd Enemy to eve- 
ry thing heterogeneous, vitiating, or 
malignant: As ] became acquainted 
with its Virtues thro' a long and con- 
ftant Uſe of it, I have not been very 
anxious about conſulting the Authors 
who had written of it, having perus'd 
but a few of them : I know that fome 
extol it, as Mr, Lemery, and others. 
Avicen ſays, that ſome People drink 
it without any ill Conſequence, and 
orders it for Children in Scald-heads. 
Planiſcampis attributes more excellent 
Qualities to Mercury than to Guaia- 
cum. Martquus Sayd#yns directs four 
Pounds of it to be taken in the Iliac 
Paſſion. Autonius Muſa, and Meſu? 
recommend it for Worms and the Itch. 
Mr. le Das, a Phyfician, who made a 
Voyage to the Levait, tells us, that 
the Women of Smyrna frequently ſwal- 
low two Drams of it at a time to make 
them conceive: He laughs at thoſe who 
think it a Poifon; for, ſays he, the 
Workers in Quickfilver-Mines have 
gotten a Trick of ſwallowing ſome 
Pounds of it, juſt as they are leaving 
off 
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off work; which-as ſoon as they get 
home they diſcharge and fell. To pre- 


vent which Roguery, tis uſual to ſhut 


them up for ſome Hours after they 
have done work, and ſo they'll be con- 
ſtrained to let go what they have ſwal- 
lowed. 

Some look upon it to be hot, and 


others cold; however, if it ſoltens the 


Blood, if it mitigates the moſt exqui- 
fite Pains, and appeaſes the Fumult 
of the Spirits in the Yohvalns, and in 
many other Diſorders; if it diſpoſes 
Pere to grow Fat, as without doubt 
it does; theſe Conſiderations put toge- 
ther, make it more probable that tis 
cold than hot, at leaft that 'tis of a 
Temper between both. 

But be it hot or cold, tis its E ſects 
that I have regard to, and not its Qua- 


lities. Let it be extoll'd or condemn'd, 


its Goodneſs will be ſtill the fame : Tis 
Matter of Fact that no one Thing in 
Nature is capable of producing fo ſa- 
lutary and furprizing Effects in almoſt 
all Diſorders; notwithſtanding many 
take upon them to run it down: Tis 

B 4 | indeed. 
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Indeed a good Medicine, cries one, but 
then 'tis dangerous: This is giving it 14 
a good and a bad Character in a Breath, I. 
and thereby making way for Fears and . 
Doubts, and depriving a Number of F. 
afflicted Perſons of the ſpeedy Help they . 
might obtain from its Uſe, till they have 
languiſh'd out their Lives under a Load 
of Diſeaſes and fruitleſs Remedies. 
Experience being the ſtrongeſt of all 
Proots, I thought it might not be im- 
proper to relate tome Cures perform'd 
at different Times, on different Sub- 
jects, and in different Diſorders. Were 
1 to publiſh all thoſe which I have per- 
tormed in the ſpace of the three and 
torty Years that I have made uſe of 
Mercury, a very large Volume would 
hardly contain them. In this Treatiſe 
J have taken the ſame Method as in 
-my tormer Work, where at the End 
of the Cure of each Wound, I have 
annexed an Obſervation by way of Re- 
flection; and in this I have likewile 
ſubjoin'd a kind of Rationale to every 
Experience, in order to explain the Me- 
chanical Idea which I had of this Re- 
medy. | In 
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In the Year- 1681, being at Turin, 
a young Abbe inform'd me, that after 
an impure Commerce, he had been at- 


Ftack'd with fome venereal Complaints, 


which were taken but bad care of; 
that ſome Months after he was afflict- 
ed with nocturnal Pains in diverſe Parts 
of his body, together with an Ulcer 
in his Noſe, which he ſhew'd me. He 


told me that the Poſture of his Affairs, 
and the Seaſon of the Year, would not 


permit him to enter upon a ſtrict Courſe 
of Medicine; and that it was of the 
higheſt Conſequence that his Ditorder - 
ſhould be kept in Privacy; deſiring me 
to contrive him ſomething which might 


tor the preſent hinder its further Pro- 


greſs, and in the Spring he ſaid he 
would go to Paris tor the Conveniency 
of purſuing his Cure. 

J had at that time but a ſuperficial 
Knowledge of Mercury; ſo I made 


him up, according to my uſual man- 


ner, a Maſs of purging. Pills, and or- 
der'd him to take a ftingle Pill every 
other Nighc going to Bed. 


b 


nc | He 
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He had not taken them above five 

times, -before he told me his Pains. 
were diminiſh'd, and his Ulcer become 
much better. And after eleven or 
twelve Doſes, he found himſelf intirely 
cur'd, to his own Surprize as well as 
mine, who imagin'd J was all this while 
ad miniſtring no more than a palliative 
Remedy. ; 
I advisd him however to continue 
his Medicine for ſome little time longer, 
for {ecurity's fake; and 'tis very cer- 
tain that he never atterwards felt the 
leaſt Symptom of the Diforder. 

If we conſider, that Mercury is the 
only Remedy capable of deſtroying the 
vencreal Virulence, it will be no ways 
ſurprizing that it wrought this Effect 
in the preſent Caſe. But it ſeems not 
eaſily to be accounted for, how it ſhould 
act in fo falutary a manner, without 
giving the Patient the leaſt Inconveni- 
cence or Conflict; he having never, 
thro' the whole Courſe of his Cure, 
been interrupted in his Sleep, or Diet, 
nor was he confin'd to his Bed or Cham 
ber, or any ways alter'd his uſual aye. 
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of Living, fo as to give any one the 
leaſt Suſpicion that he was under a 


{ Courſe of Phyſick. 


This was the firſt Cure J ever per- 
form'd in fuch a manner, being at that 
time Surgeon M * of the Hoſpital of 
Briangon, where J adminiſtred the fame 
Remedy to a great many Perſons, with 
the fame Succeſs. In the Year 1694, 
Mr. le Mareſchal de Catinat ſent me 
teveral ſubaltern Officers to Oyæ, who 
were attack'd with the fame Maladies: 
They took no other Remedy, and re- 
rurn'd to the Army in fix Weeks, fat, 
brisk, and found, without farther Jrou- 
ble. I omit a Relation of the Particu- 
lars, for the fake of avoiding an offen- 
hve Prolixity, and fhall only give an 
Inſtance of a Cure of each Kind, un- 
teſs ſome extraordinary Circumitanees - 
induces me to the contrary. 

In the following Year 1682. Mr. le 
Comte de S. George, Gentleman of the 
Horſe to her Royal Highneſs, and a 
Captain in the Guards, deſird me to 
viſit the Corporal of his Company, 
who for two Years had a ſchirrhous Tu- 

. mour, 
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mour, at that time as big as ones Head, 
which cover'd his right Thigh, ſo that 
he was torc'd to walk very incommo— 
diouſly with a Pair of Crutches: "Ihe 
moſt noted Surgeons in Turin had or- 
der'd him many Remedies without Suc- 
ceſs: I was reſolved to try what Mer- 
cury would do with him, and having 


_ - continued it in the manner afore-men- 


rioned tor eightcen or twenty Days, 
the Tumour ſoftned, and came to Sup- 
puration. I opened it, and there iſſued 
from it ſeven or eight Pints of Pus and 
Lymph, and in a Month he was per- 
tectly cured, laid aſide his Crutches, 
and walk d at liberty. | 

This ſecond Cure gave me a high 
Eſteem for the Remedy, but my Re- 
moval to another Station ſoon after- 
_ wards, debarr'd me of frequent Oppor- 
tunities of applying it as I wiſh'd. Be- 
ſides, my Age had not as yet advanc'd 
me to a requiſite Degree of Credit tor 
Acting as I thought proper, ſo that I 
was forc'd to wait a more favourable 
Seaſon, . 


In 
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In the Year 1617, being Surgeon 
Major of the Hoſpital of Liſerue, I 


made uſe of it with Succcſs in leveral 


hard and ſchirrhous Tumours. I found 
that thoſc which were but of a mode 
rate Size, and of no very long Dura- 
tion, would be diſſipated without Su 

purating; and that the large and old 
ones would come to Suppuration. This 
made me of Opinion, that notwith= 
fading their Hardneſs, Age, and In- 
ſenſibility, yet they were not intirely 
without a. Communication. with the 
Fluids. 2157 
Jo give a mechanical. Explanation 
of the Effect which Mercury is able 
to produce in theſe 'Tumours, it muſt 
be conſidered that the Matter which 
forms Schirrhbus's and other Tumours 
that are owing to. Congeſtion, as well 
as Obſtructions in all other Parts of the 
Body, cannot put its ſelf in Motion, 
when it is once accumulated and ſtop'd: 
Notwithſtanding the Springineſs of the 
Parts, there is an abſolute need of ſome- 
thing to ſhock, ſubtiliſe, render it fluid, 


To 


and diſunite it. 


14 The Hoſpital Surgeon. 
To, anſwer thefe Purpoſes, the Flu- 


ids which circulate in Tumours, as 
likewiſc in all Parts of the Body, muſt 
be put into a rapid Motion, fufficient | 
to difconcert, loofen, and remove that 
which before was fix'd and motionleſs. - 
"Tis Mercury alone that is complete in 
theſe Indications, as it unites it ſelf 
with the Lymph, follows its Motion, 
and accompanics it through all Parts. 

. "Theſe little Globules, diviſible to 
Infinity, roll along with it inſeparably: 
The Botundivy of their Figure make 
them fit to combat the Obſtacles they 
meet with in their way without any fear 
of their being ftop'd, withheld or en- 
tangled: They ſlide upon, ſtrike, rub, 
and fet in Motion the Particles of the 
Matters which were united, glued to- 
gether, connected and coagulated, in 
the Parts, or in the Glands, contrary 
to the Laws of Nature: They render 
them fluid, reduce them to Pus, or 
carry them away with themſelves, to + 
eliminate them out of the Body by the 
7 jd Paſſages, or by Stool or 


ine. 
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lu- By this Mechanijm unnatural Tu- 
mours, Obſtructions in Ulcers, and 


as 
uſt. other Parts of the Body, are deſtroyed, 
at the Fluids being re-ettabliſh'd in that 
at free Courſe which is neceflary to Lite, 
'S.. and the Preſervation of Health: Such 


n is the Conception which J have of the 
tf two Operations of Mercury on Coagu- 
lations; that of abſorbing, and that of 

g diffolving ; tho' theſe are Philoſophi- 
ö cal Terms, which with regard to ope- 
rative Effects are to be explain'd in a 
quite different manner, as J fhall en- 

deavour to ſhew hercatter. 

In 1691, being Surgeon - Major of 

the Hoſpital of Briangou, I was brought 

to fee a young Woman, who had a 

Tumour on her right Cheek for two 
Years: When it came to Suppuration 

it was dreſs'd with a Tent, which left a 

Fiſtula in the Part, and by degrees the 
lower jaw became to fixt, that it had 
entirely loſt its Motion, and her Mouth 

vas in a manner clos'd, inſomuch that 
ſhe was conſtrain'd to live wholly on 

Broths or other Liquids. I was told 

that ſhe had made ule of ſeveral Reme- 

dies without any Succels 1 


„ 
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Io ordered ſome very ſmall Pills to be 
made up for her, one of which ſhe. 
took every other Day tor a Month, 
at the end of which her Check was 
looſened, her Mouth opened, and her. 
Fiftula quite cured; Which gave. the 

Patient an cqual Degree of joy and. 
Aſtoniſhment. This Cure, as it was: 
ſomewhat ſurprizing to me, ſo did it. 
prevail on me to adminiiter the Re- 
medy in ſeveral chronical Diſeaſes, 
which had before eluded the Force of 
all the uſual Medicines, yet it, not- 
withſtanding, gave way to this. 

The greateſt Part of the Fifulas, 
which happen in Wounds and Abſceſ-- 
ſes, are the Conſequence. of Tents, 
which by turning down the Fibres of 
the Canal, into which they are intro- 
duc'd, and by their frequent Friction, 
and continual Compreſſion, unite them, 
and make them adhere to one another, 
*till what is . uſually call'd a Callus be. 
tormed. . 

As there are in all Parts of the Bo- 
dy a great Number of ſmall Veſſels, 
which convey the Lymph and the other 
; Juices: . 
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laices: The Orifices of the little Tubes, 
which are contain'd within the whole 


extent of the Callus, and which con- 


fining and bearing upon the aforemen- 


Ftioncd replicated and united Fibres, 
the round Particles of the Mercury, 


with which the Lymph is charged, be- 


Jing impell'd againſt theſe Fibres, do 
F ſhock, diſunite, and relieve them: The 
Foutritious Juice expands itſelf among 
the Fibres thus relieved, and reinſtate 
them in their original Form: I think 
F 'tis not caſy to explain in any other 


manner, how Mercury produces its 


Effect on the Cullns's of Fiſtula's, than 
by its Shocking and Diſengaging the Fi- 


bres which were before replicated and 


glued together; in which Caſe it is ab- 


1 ſolutely neceſſary that the Tent ſhould 


be thrown afide : Thoſe who will needs 


have it, that its Virtue conſiſts in ſuck= 
ing up Acids, ſhould not urge that 
Contideration here, where there are no 
Acids to be ſuck' d up; or if they urge 


that it ſerves to diſſolve the Callus, let 


them give ſome mechanical Account, 
how that can be; tor 'tis certainly, 
true 


- 
= 


18 The Hoſpital Sargeon. | 
true that it muſt act hefe, as in Ob- 
ſtructions and Tumours, and that tis 
only in virtue of ſome mechanical Pro- 
perty, that it anſwers t d in ſuch 

a Number of different Caſes. 9 
After the Peace in 1696, I had the 
Honour to ſucceed in the Room of 
the famous M. Thoucenot, who was, 
till his Death, firſt Surgeon to her 
Royal Highneſs ; ſoon after I came to 
Turin, IJ faw a poor Girl begging on 
the Steps of St. Fohr's Church, in a 
Place call'd Cornie: The many ſcro- 
phulous Holes in her Face and Ster- 
num, render d her an Object horrible 
to look at: Beſides. this, her Neck | 
was full of iwoln Glands, and her 
Hands and Feet were quite deform'd. 


J fent for her Home, and prevail'd | 
upon her to take a Doſe of my Mer- 
cury every other Day, and being wil- 
ling to ſce her take the firſt Dole my 
felt, I order'd fome Soop to be brought 
her, to ſwallow after it. = 

She continued the Uſe of this Me- 
dicine for fix Months, at the End of 
which ſhe was entirely cured ; ſo _ 

| e 
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me was married, had Children, be- 


came a Widow, and is at this Time 


married again, notwithſtanding the De- 
tormity which her Cicatrices carry with 
Irhem: She is now living, and every 
Jone in Jurin knows her: She was a 
Surety in Baptiſm to the firſt Child it 


pleaſed God to bleſs me withal. 
Scrophulous Caſes are very difficult 


to cure, and very few Remedies affect 
their Caufe. They frequently occur 
in ſome Climates and Nations, and are 
not ſeldom the Inheritance of our An- 
ceſtors Irregularities: Their Source is 
in the Blood, their Seat in the Glands 
and Joints. They are rebellious to 
#7 Remedies through their cold Nature, 
and the Tenacity of their Humour, 


which is inſpiffated by an Acid. | 
It has been long ſince confeſs d, that 
Mercury alone is capable of working 
a thorough Cure in theſe Diſorders, 
whether by liquetying, diſſolving, and 
putting in Motion the Liquors, or by 
deftroying the Acids and vicious Fer- 
ments, which occaſion the Lymph to 
coagulate, and by ſending * and 
1cat. 
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Heat into the afflicted Members: It 
is in ſhort, the only known Remedy 
that anſwers every Indication. 

The Acid which cauſes theſe cold 
Coagulations, is exceeding difficult to 
be deſtroy d. The Mercury can in its 
Motion but little affect its ſoft and glu- 
tinous Texture: And for this Reafon 
*tis a conſiderable Time before it is a- 
ble to diſconcert it, and break or blunt 
the Points of the Acids which cauſe 
it; however, tis paſt all diſpute, that 
it does it at laſt; for by circulating with 
the Lymph in the Articulations, and 
in the ſcrophulous Glands, it by gen- 
tle Degrees removes the Obſtacles 
which oppoſe the Courſe of the Li- 
quids : Theſe Cures are gentle though. 
long. A Salivation would be more. 
expeditious, but then it would be more 
fatiguing and dangerous. 

About a Year after, I had under m 


FA. 


J 


Care M. Dafaure, a Trenchinan, marri- 
ed at Turin, and well known all over 
the Ciry.. He had been afflicted with 
a Tumour in the Liver for above two 
Years, for which he had conſulted ſe- 
- veral 
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veral Univerſities ; but all the Reme- 
dics he applied were of no Ule. 

This 'I umour was bigger than ones 
Fift, excceding painful, and had an 
external Eminence, by which *twas 
caly to determine the Extent of it: 


His Pulſe was irregular, he was trou- 


bled with frequent Syncope's, want of 
Sleep, and an univerſal Uneatineſs. 

I propoſed to him the Uſe of my 
Remedy, as a Diflolvent very fit to 
diſſipate his Tumour : He drank with 
it a chalybeated Wine, in which Capil- 
las Veneris was infus'd : After continu- 


ing his Medicines one Month, he was 


perfectly cured. 

This Tumour was ſchirrhous, not- 
withſtanding it was painful; which 
might poſſibly be from the Compreſ- 
ſion it occaſion'd on the Parts to which 
it adhered: I have no other particular 
Remark to make on this Diſorder, 
Tis now four or five and twenty Years 
fince he was cured: He has perceived 
nothing of the Matter ſince that time, 
but is now in perfect Health © 


Mz. 
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Me. Couturiere, Milliner to her 
Royal Highneſs, my Neighbour and 
very good Friend, was afflicted in 
1703 with a Tumour in her Breaſt, 
which in a ſhort time grew to a conſi- 
derable Size, being very painful and 
hard, and tending directly to a Carci- 
107. I 
She uſed the ſame Remedy, and } 
was entirely cured in one Month, hav- 
ing never lince felt the leaſt Pain in 
that Part. I have cured great Num- 
bers both at Court, and in the City, 
with -the ſame Medicine; and very 
lately a Lady of the firſt Rank, but 
out of Reſpect I forbear to mention 
her Name, tho' ſhe has made no Se- 
cret of the Cure herſelf: However it | 
theſe Complaints are inveterate, the 
beſt Way is either to do nothing at all 
to them, or to proceed forthwith to 
Amputation: They have ever been 

look d upon as Caſes of the moſt dif- 
ficult Cure, and are deem'd incurable, 
when ulcerated. They are cruciating 
8 on Account of their 
Pain and Stench; and there is nothing 
but 
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© but crude Mercury, taken inwardly, 


which by Friction is able to blunt the 
Points of the Acids that wear a- 


way the Fleſh in the Parts afflicted. 
And when it is impoſſible to attain to 
ga Cure, nothing is more fit to mitigate 
the Pain, prevent a further Progreſs, 
and oppole Corruption and Stench; 
and to theſe Ends I have often ad- 
miniſtred it in ſuch miſerable Circum- 


ſtances. | 

When our Court attended the Queen 
of Hain as tar as the Borough of Cony 
in 1702, I was in returning back, ſeiz'd 
in the City of Fouſan, with a Fit of 
the Gravel, which was ſo very violent, 


that I imagin'd it would cut me off; 


I voided in the Bath which was pre- 
pared for me, ſmall Stones and Gravel 
with inconceivable Torture, and the 
Liquor which came away was fincere 
Blood inſtead of Urine. Es 

I was brought to Turin, where Mr. 
Fou/age, at that time firſt Phyſician to 


her Royal Highneſs, order'd me Me- 
.dicines for three Months, at the End 
of which I relaps'd into my forme: 


Condition, 
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Condition, voiding Stones and Gravel 
with exceſſive Pain. 

A length I began to take my Diſ- 
ſolvent into Conſideration; imagining, 
that theſe Stones were form'd and con- 
glutinated by a thick Lymph, which 


1t it could be render'd fluid, would 


prevent any further Concretions of this 
Sort; and to this End I made uſe of 
my Remedy: The Conſequence was, 
that all my Symptoms ccaſed, and I 
was cured, having from that Time to 


this felt not the leaſt Touch of my Com- 


plaint., *T'is true indeed, that at cer- 
tain Scaſons I take a few Doſes of the 
Medicine, which JI believe ſecures me 
againſt a Relapſe. 


I han the firſt to whom I ecver admi- 


niſtred this Remedy in ſuch a Caſe; 
but J. am not the laſt: I have given it 


ſince to many Perſons under the like 


Complaints, and always with good Suc- 
cels. It is not leſs efficacious in Re- 
tentions of Urine from a viſcous Gelly. 
M. Je Baron de Chaimaye Niſar has ex- 

Eu cel it to his Satisfaction. For 
tour Years together he could not make 
. e Water 


ol 


„ 
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Water without the moſt exquilite Pain, 


and great Striving : He took this Re- 
medy, and in a ſhort Time he urin'd 


“Vith a full Stream, without any Pain 
gat all: He look'd upon the good Suc- 
ceſs of the Medicine as a Prodigy, 
having try'd a great Number of other 
Things to no purpoſe. He return'd 
7 Home overjoy'd, and took a good 
Stock of the Pills with him the laft 
Autumn 1723. M. le Chevalier de 
Morete could make no Water for five 
Days together without the Aſſiſtance 
7 of my dear Friend M. Ciconigni, and 
two other Phyſicians of great Note: 
That Gentleman had the Humanity 
for his Patient, to deſire him to ſend 
for me: He took my Remedy, and 
made Water that ſame Day. 


I have a freſh Caſe of the like Na- 


ture, where the ſame Remedy was gi- 
ven with the ſame Succeſs. But theſe 
: Narratives lead me too far out of the 
Way; ſo I ſhall ſuppreſs this with 
many others, notwithitanding a Num- 
ber of Inſtances carry along with 
them the Merit of perſuading ; for 


E a ſingle 
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a ſingle Cure might be imputed to 
mere Chance. | 

It appears then that crude Mercury 
is ſerviceable in the Grave), that it 
brings it away, and prevents ſtony | 
Concretions by deſtroying the Viſcoſt- 
ty of the Lymph, which conglutinates 
the tartareous Particles of the Blood. 

Theſe Viſcoſities occaſion much the 
fame Symptoms as the Stone itſelf, and 
if they do not produce ſo exquiſite | 
Pains, they are however frequently at- 
tended with a Suppreſſion of Urine, {| 
by ſtuffing up the Tubes which ſhould * 

Ni, ell the Bladder: In ſuch a a 


Caſe, as well as in many others, Mer- 
cury by the Rotundity of its Particles, 
and its Motion, is capable of breaking, 
dividing, diſperſing, and conſequently ' 
ſubtiliſing and deftroying the Coagula- 
tion of the Lymph, and that with 
great Speed; and at the ſame time it 
blunts the Points of the Acids, and 
forces them to let go whatſoever they 
are connected with; thus every Thing 
is reſtored to its natural Figure. 1 
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Me. Campagnole, Hoſteſs of the 
Woman without a Head, one of the 


E moſt noted Houſes of Entertainment 


in Turin, is ſubject to a cruel Cholick ; 


J this Diſeaſe has reduced her to the laſt 


Extremity for theſe three Vears. In 
1722 ſhe was ſeiz'd with this Malady 
in the middle of the Night. I living 


in the Neighbourhood, ſhe ſent for 


me: I found her in a deplorable Con- 
dition, and gave her a double Doſe of 
my Mercury; ſoon after, her torment- 
ing Pains ceaſed, and before Mornin 

ſhe voided by Stool a Pail full of Ex- 
crements and Water: The next Day 
ſhe voided another Pail full of Water, 


4 and ſo was entirely freed of her Com- 


laint to her very great Surprize: For 


in the laſt Fit before this ſhe was tor- 


tured a whole Month between Pains 
and Remedies, yet this Medicine made 
all quiet in a few Minutes after it was 


taken. 


The prodigious and haſty Evacuati- 


on in this Caſe, was the Effect of Pur- 


gatives, but Mercury had its ſhare in 
contributing to it, by breaking the 
2 Humours, 
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Humours, and rendering them more 
fluid, and fit to be diſcharged. This 
Woman had all the lower Belly ſtuffed 
with viſcous and acid Humours, which 
occaſion'd a Tenſion and Irritation in 
the Inteſtines. The Periſtaltick Mo- 
tion of the Guts was weaken'd and de- 
prav'd, which nothing could better re- 
eſtabliſh than Mercury, by the rolling 
Motion of its Particles: It at the ſamm 
Time blunted the Points of the A? 
cids which had occaſion'd convulſive | f 
Twitchings in the Parts: And the 
Criſpation of the Fibres being removed, 
the ſeveral Matters contain'd within 
the Guts, did naturally take the Road 
of the Auus, following the Mercury, 
which by its own proper Weight is 
ever determin'd downwards. | 

Mercury, when it is receiv'd into | 
the Stomach, 1s blended with whatever | 
it meets with there; and as the lacteal 
Veſſels imbibe whatever is ſubtile e- 
nough to enter their Orifices, the more 
volatile Part of the Mercury is taken 
up by them, and ad into the 


Blood, which it renders more fluid and 
ſoft; 


| 
| 
{ 


| ſoft; and what remains in the Inte- 
ſtines, takes downwards, and purſues 
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the Courſe of the Purgatives; opening 
and ſubtiliſing the Acids and Viſcoſi- 


ties which it meets with in the Way, 


and carrying off whatever is vicious, 
or unſerviceable to the Oeconomy, 
without medling with any Thing good 
or neceſſary: That this is Truths ap- 

ars from the Patient's being not in 
the leaſt weaken'd or diſcompos'd by 
theſe immenſe Evacuations. 

In 1710 one M. de la Pierre, Go- 
vernor to a German Lord who was at . 
Hodemie, but whoſe Name I cannot re- 
member, had an inveterate Itch which 
eluded the Force of all the Medicines 
he could hear of in France and Hol- 
land. He took of my Mercury, and 
without the Aſſiſtance of any other 
Remedy, he was perfectly cured in 
three Weeks: He went away very well 
ſatisfied, and the next Year he wrote 


to me to ſend him the Medicine to the 


Hague, one of his Friends being under 
the ſame Misfortune. 


C3 M. Carret, 
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M. Carret, my very good Friend, 
Comnutlary of War in the Armies 
and Hoſpitals of France, 'who' had the 
Superintendency of the Hoſpital of 
Oulæx, at the ſame time that I was Sur- 
geon Major of the ſame Hoſpital, be- 
ing at Valence on the Po in 1710, was 
afflicted with an ill-favour'd red Teter, 
which ſpread over half his Face, and 
was elevated above the Surface of the 
Skin the Thickneſs of a Finger. 

Several Remedies were recommend- 
ed to him, which he refus'd, ſaying, 
I ſhall go ſhortly to Turin, where my 
Friend Belloſte has a Medicine that will 
infallibly do the Buſineſs. 

He came to me as Toon as conve- 
niently he could, and I gave him my 
Mercury; which was ſo ſpeedily cffec- 
tual, that he perceiv'd himſelf ſenſibly 
amended after the firſt Doſe; after the 
ſecond the Teter was apparently dimi- 
niſhed, and after the fourth it was 
hardly to be diſcern'd. However he 
continued the Uſe of it; but after the 
fifth Doſe, there was not the leaſt 
Footſtep of it remaining: He is now 

; | at 


at Paris, and is ready to witneſs to the 
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Truth of what I write. LNG 

The ſame Thing happen'd with no 
leſs Expedition to M. Je Comte d Argue, 
a Bavarian. Gentleman, As he was 
returning from France, where he had 
been for his Health, he was ſeiz'd in 


Savoy, with Pains in his Shoulders, and 


a large Parcel of Puſtules which co- 
ver d his whole Face, and render'd it 
extremely detorm'd ; this was in 1723 
He ſent for the very learned M. Ci- 
coznini to adviſe with him, whether it 
would be better to put himſelf under 
a Courſe of Medicine at Turin, or to 
return to France. Our judicious Phy- 
ſician recommended Me, and my Re- 
medy, which he thought ſufficient to 
extricate him from the Difficulty he 
Jabour'd under: After twice taking it, 
he found his Pains were abated, and 
his Puſtules ſhrunk up; and after the 


fourth Doſe they all diſappear'd, to 


his. great Aſtoniſhment, who thought 
it no leſs than a Prodigy. He con- 
tinued the Repetition of it ſome 
ſhort Time, and ſtock'd himſelf with 


C4 a good 


Sar, 
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a good Quantity when he went a- 


way. 5 
Tne pay Diſpatch the Mercury 
made with this tumity'd Teter, is an 
undeniable Proof of its mixing with 
the Lymph. It operates in the ſame 
manner in Teters, Itch, and Pimples 
of the Face, and other Parts of the 
Body, as it does in ſchirrhous Tumours, 
Sscrophula s, Carcinoma s, Wenns, E9c. 
it removes the Stoppage of the Glands, 
by deſtroying the Acids which caus'd 
it; and the Lymph conveying it to 
the Pores of the Skin, its volatile Par- 
ticles fly off with Rapidity by inſenſi- 
ble Perſpiration; and rubbing againſt 
the Acids which lurk in the cuticular 
Pores, they carry them away with 
them. Thus are the fibrous Mamille, 
which were before compreſs'd and ren- 
der'd inactive, reſtor'd to their priſtine 
Form, Elafticity, and Office: The Skin 
grows clear, and the Orifices being un- 
lock'd, Perſpiration goes on as before. 
Althoughthe Diſorders, which I have 
deſcribed, were attended with Varie- 
ty of Symptoms, yet were _ all 
produc'd 


$ 
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produced from the ſame Cauſe. The 

ſofter Preparations of Mercury, as E- 
thiops Mineralis, and the Powder of 
Algaroth, are ſerviceable in external 
Application, as they exhauſt the A- 
cid open the Skin, and ſo work a 
Cure. But a Salivation would in all 
Likelihood enſue, ſhould any of the 
acid Particles, when blended with the 
Mercury, re-enter into the Road of 
Circulation: This makes me affirm that 
; crude Mercury taken by the Mouth, 
is more eſſectual, certain, and expedi- 
tious. 

In 1719, my Adjutant's Son in the 
' Hoſpital of Briangon was ſent me to 

' Turin, afflicted with an univerſal Le- 
e proſy; his Head was in a ſad Condi- 

| tion, and his whole Body covered with 
white Scales: I ſhew'd him in theſe 
Circumſtances to ſome of my Brethren, 
one of which was M. Calcan, Maſter 
Collegiate Surgeon, who ecnter'd upon 
the Office of $Sprdic, fince I was made 
Prior of the new College founded by 
the King. 
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'T kept him in my Houſe, and he 
cat at my Table without any Diſtinc- 
tion: 
or Chamber: He took a Pill every 
other Evening towards Bed-time. At 
fix Week's End I ſhew'd him to the 
ſame Gentleman, with his Head and 
Neck clean as a Pearl, and perfect- 
= ly cured; tho” he walk'd abroad, all 
FN the City over, every Day during his 
1 Courſe. 

The Leproſy and Pox are Sifters, 


to the Opinions of moſt learned Men. 
Mercury has at all times been acknow- 


fince it was firſt diſcovered and admi- 
niſtred. It has certainly an abſolute 
Power over theſe Ferments: The more 
deſperate the Caſe, the more Vigour 
does the Remedy exert to deſtroy it: 
They are'a kind of Hydra's which this 
Hercules delights to quell. Twere 
necdleſs to illuſtrate its mechanical 
Operation upon theſe Poiſons : It is 
well known and viſible enough, and 
can never be called in (Queſtion, 'T his 

| was 


e was not confined to his Bed 


and of the ſame Parentage, according 


ledg'd for the Specifick in ſuch Diſeaſes, 
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cit of them all. 


Parts; wherefor 


pos'd to her Phyſician the uſe of my 
Mercury, which he very readily came 


into. 


She had not taken above three Doſes, 
before the Violence of her Pain was 


over; and aſter 


more of it: Aſter the ſeventh ſhe left 
her Bed, and began to walk: The 


Abundance of P 
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4 was the firſt Lepe 
my Care: This Diſcaſe tho” fo very 


formidable, gives way to Mercury 
rightly prepared, as readily as the ſlight- 


In 1721, I was commanded by her 
Royal Highneſs to attend Madam 44 
Conteſſe Buſquet in the City of Eguiere, 
who had been confined to her Bed for 
four Months by a violent and painful 
Sciatica. She could not ſtir in the leaſt, 
without giving her ſelf mortal Agonies, 
in ſpight ot all the Care and Skill f 
her Phyſician M. Gofe. This Lady 
being conſtrain'd to void her Excre- 
ments under her, there was Danger that 
a Mortification might ſeize her hinder 


r I ever had under 


e without delay I pro- 


the fourth, ſhe felt no 


hlegm which this Me- 
GE dicine 
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dicine diſcharged by the firſt Doſes 
. ſurpriz'd both the Patient, and her 
Phyſician, The Patient wonder'd that 
ſhe felt an Abatement of her Miſery in 
Proportion to the Evacuation, which 
did not in the leaſt weaken her; and 
the Phyſician was at a loſs to account 
for ſuch extraordinary Succeſs, other- 
wiſe than by Enchantment ; which oc- 
caſion'd him to expreſs his Surprize 
to me in a Letter full of Reſpect and 
Eſteem. The Letter was read to 
her Royal Highneſs by my dear Friend 
M. Ciconigni, who was himſelf not a 
little tranſported at the ſpeedy and ſa- 
lutary Effect of ſo ſimple a „ 
as well as at the tender and obliging 


Expreſſions of the Patient and the Phy- *: 


ſician. 

The Gout in its Infancy, the Rhen- 
matiſm, the Sciatica, and all Diſeaſes 
of this Nature, are to be cured by 
ſwallowing crude Mercury, as frequent 
Experience has affur'd me on many 
Occaſions: They are all of the ſame 


Names, and affect different Parts of 
- the 


| 


Nature, tho' they paſs under different 
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the Body: As one Cauſe produces them, 
ſo will one Remedy deſtroy them 
and by that very kind of Mechaniſm 
which I illuſtrated, when I ſpoke of 
Percuſhon, Friction, Shaking, Dif- 
lodging, and taking off the Points of 
Acids. f | 

The expeditious Action of Mercu- 
ry on ſuch minute Bodies cannot, in 
my Opinion, be otherwiſe accounted 
for; ſince nothing has ſo quick a Paſ- 
ſage into the Blood, nor is convey'd 

ſo ſoon to the Parts afflicted; this ha 
pening ſeveral times in the ſpace of a 
natural Day. On this Score it comes 
to paſs, that what it has begun in its 
firſt Frictions, it finiſhes in its ſubſe- 
quent ones. I grant that it goes off 
in Perſpiration, and eſcapes partly by 
Stool; but then by repeating the Doe, 
the Operation is continued on without 
_ Interruption; otherwiſe the Acidswhich 
take up their Reſidence in the Pores 
and Membranes could not be diſlodged, 
and broken to Pieces, as it happens 
in Scatica's and Rheumatiſms ; their 
Points ſtanding on end, and being no 
ways 


regen” 
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ways interwoven with ay Subſtance 
that can skreen or defend un; when 
the nutricious Juice, cine, loaden 
with Mercury to the Membvrancs pe- | 

\ 


netrated, and as it were larded with 
theſe ſharp keen Spicule, the ſmall 
round Particles of the Mercury expand 
themſelves over the Membranes, and 
being of a requiſite Solidity, do by 
their rolling Motion, ſhock, tear to 
Pieces, and deſtroy the aforeſaid Points, 
which afterwards regurgitate into the 
Veins. I can find no other Idea 
of the ipeedy Termination of this ſort 
of Diſeaſes : "Thoſe who have an Un- 
derſtanding more extended than mine, 
may poſſibly give a more rational Ac- , 
count of the Matter. | 
The Wife of M. Reſſaut, a Book- 
ſeller in Turin, aged about 33, was 
ſent to her Husband from Briaugon, 
under a Complication of Diſeaſes. She 

had been under the Management of 
the beſt Phyſicians in Briangon tor four 
Years. Among other Complaints, ſhe 
had a ſmall Fever, a Difficulty of 

_ Breathing, a Pain in her Stomach, a 
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? very ſtinking Breath, a ſorry Com 
4 pron. and a monſtrous Swelling of 


er right Thigh and Leg; for which 
laſt Malady ſhe had uſed diverſe Sorts 
of mineral Waters without any Bene- 
fit, both by way of Baths and Fomen- 
tations; in a Word, ſhe was pro- 
nounc'd incurable. Her husband find- 
ing her in ſo miſerable a Condition, 
had ſo much Confidence in me as to 
commit her entirely to my Conduct; 
and indeed it was with ſome Reluctance 
that I undertook this chronical Diſ- 


order. | 
However, having been convinced by 


a great deal of Experience, that in 


theſe deſperate Caſes 1 Mer- 
cury gives Proof of its Force, Virtue, 
and Superiority above all other Medi- 
cines; I no longer remain'd in ſuſpence, 
but gave her my Remedy without any 
other Preparation. 

The firſt Doſes had ſome comfortable 
Effects upon her; moſt of her Symp- 
toms ceaſed; her Pulſe was much 
mended, the Pain of her Stomach and 
the ſtinking Breath were no longer per- 

| cCeiv d; 
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ceived; the Thigh and Leg were leſs 
pained, and their Size was ſomewhat 
abated, Thus ſhe went on for ſixteen 
Doſes, when her Meuſes oblig'd her to 
deſiſt; which, when they were over, 
ſhe reſum'd her Medicine, and with- 
out any Conflict was this formi- 
dable Coagulation of Humours diſ- 
ſolv'd ; and the Liquors recover'd their 
Fluidity after two and forty Doſes of 
the Mercury. The Thigh and Leg 
grew ſopple, the coagulated Matter 
now made fluid, returning with the 
Mercury into the Blood : In ſhort, in 
the Month of May the preſent Year 
1724, the Mercury had the Effect of 
Frictions on this Patient; it excited a 
Salivation; with this Difference, that 
it was ſo exceeding mild as ſcarcely to 
warm the Mouth: This was the only 
Time I ever knew it produce ſuch a 
Conſequence, though I have given it 
above ſix Months together. 

Here 1s ſufficient room to admire 
the ſalutary Effects of Mercury, which 
one way or other will infallibly deſtroy 
every Thing that is capable of affliting 
the Body, ; 'To 
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To enter rightly into the mechani- 


cal Rationale of this Matter, it ſhould 
be obſery'd that in the Diſorder. of the 


Thigh and Leg, there was no Extra- 


vaſation. The coagulated Liquors 


were entirely contain'd within the 
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Glands, and the external Veſſels: A 
Proof of which is, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Size of thoſe Parts, the Pa- 


tient could ſtill walk; the organical 
Parts being unaffected. The Weight 


and the Pain which the Tenſion occa- 
fion'd were what chiefly incommoded 
her. a | 
A Diſſolution being once made in 
the Veſſels and the Glands, it is natu- 
ral enough that the Liquor, having re- 
cover'd its Fluidity, ſhould re-enter 
the Veſſels, mix with the other Fluids, 
and purſue the Courſe of Circulation. 

But the ſubtile Parts of the Mercu- 
ry being intimately mix d with what 
was diſſolv'd, cauſed thoſe Fluids to 
aſcend upwards, ſo that they were re- 
ceiv'd by the Veſſels of the Throat, 
which became diſtended therewith, and 


the Oriſices of the Salivary Canals 
: were 
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were ſtrained and dilated, and afford- 


eda Paſſage to the ſeparated Humours 
and then the "Thigh and Leg diminiſh- 
ed conſiderably. 1 Hut 
This ſalutary Flux laſted about eight 
Days, and re- eſtabliſn'd the Gentle- 
woman in ſuch a Condition of Health 
as ſurpriz d her: She is now actually 
under my Management, and I hope 


to reduce her Thigh and Leg to their 


natural State. 

If crude Mercury did imbide Acids, 
as many Perſons hava fancied ; it 
muſt in this Caſe have been ſuffi- 


ciently ſtock'd with them, to have 


made Havock with the inward Parts 
of the Mouth in the Diſcharge ; where- 
as nothing more was perceiv'd than a 
ſmall Heat. In theſe Diſeaſes the mor- 
bific Particles are not ſo pungent, keen, 
and corroſive as the Acids in Venereal 
Caſes are, which make the Bones ca- 
rious, and eat away the Fleſh, with- 
out any Aſſiſtance from the Admix- 
ture of other Matters. 

The thick viſcous Matter which 
nouriſhes the Hair being abundantly 

Ds | increaſed 
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increaſed through the Obſtructions 
form'd in the Skin where it is planted, 


| | cauſed it to grow in ſuch Plenty, that 


the whole Leg and Thigh were per- 


\; fectly cover'd therewith: On which 


* 2 


Score I look upon the Malady of theſe 


Parts to have ariſen from an exceeding- 


ly tenacious Viſcoſity, ſtagnating in 
the capillary Veſſels and Glands of the 
skin, which being inconceivably nu- 


merous, at laſt form'd fo conſiderable 


a Subſtance. 1 
It may then be taken for granted, 


that Mercury, ſooner or later, pene- 


trates into, and breaks the Connexion 


of theſe Matters; that it diſengages 


them from the Acids which embarraſſes 
them, and ſo reſtores them to their 

original Fluidity. 
It we conſider attentively, what 
Mercury has done in one Cure, we 
ſhall be able to judge of its Effects in 
all others, though of a different Kind ; 
and we muſt efteem it the Favourite of 
Nature, which in ſuch a Variety of 
Operations and Productions, acts by 
the ſame Mechanical Laws. I have 
5 remark d 


* 


44 The Hoſpital Surgeon. ; 


remarkꝰ' d alſo from the Eſſects which 
Mercury produces in ſo many different 


Subjects and Diſeaſes, that its way of 
acting is conſtantly one and the ſame : 
As Nature is inimitable in her Works, 
ſo is Mercury in its Operations. 

J have at this Time under my Care, 
Diſeaſes that are inveterate and of very 
difficult Cure. I adminiſter this ſame 


Remedy in them all; and from the 


* I begin with it, I form Hopes of 
a favourable Iſſue, though it may be. 


ſome Years firſt: However all the 


known and uſual Means have been al- 
ready apply'd to no Purpoſe. 

Reſpect forbids me to name one of 
my Patients, and ſome others Diſcre- 
tion will oblige me to conceal. But 
let the Reader judge of what may 
be done from what has been done: 


The Cures already related, have their 


Merit, and thoſe I ſhall relate here- 
after, will have no leſs. And now I 
think I have ſaid enough to give an Idea 
of the Effects of this admirable Remedy. 

The firſt Wife of M. Rouſſeau, in 
1712, was afflicted for near four Months 

together 


'Thing in her Stomach. Her 


* | "_ 
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1 together with ſeveral Diſorders. She 
was viſited by many of our Phyſicians, 


who after they had carefully examin'd 
her Symptoms, were of opinion that 


a Solium had brought her into a Con- 
ſumption; and this becauſe ſhe vo- 
mited conſtantly every Day, a little 
: while after ſhe had eaten. The 

tlemen agreed that my Mercury was 
the only Medicine which could be of 
Benefit to her. | 


ſe Gen- 


The very firſt Doſe took off her Vo- 
miting, and the reſt, which were twelve 
in all, entircly recover'd her. 

Caſes often occur, where tis next to 
impoſſible that a Phyſician of the 
greateſt Capacity, ſhould not be miſta- 
ken. A Girl who wove Hair for my 
Perriwig-Maker in 1712, being about 
I5 or 16 Years old, was for three 
Weeks together blooded and purged, 
beſides other Remedies and Operations, 
and all to fo little Purpoſe, that at laſt 
ſhe was ſeiz'd with a violent and fre- 
quent Hick-up, which prevented her 

rom ſwallowing or retainin ny 
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cian took his leave of her, and defired 


her Mother to ſend for a Prieſt to give 


her the Sacraments. In this Conjunc- 
ture M. de la Touche came to me and 
deſired me to ſee the Girl. I did ſo, 
and after examining her, and feeling 


her Pulſe, I thought I perceiv'd in her 
Eyes ſome Symptoms of Worms. I 


took M. de la Touche Home along with 


me, and deliver'd to him a Doſe of 


my Mercury, with Directions to give 
it her by Degrees, in four ſmall Pills, 
with a little Wine, and that forth- 
with. The firſt Parcel ſhe took ſtopp'd 
the Hick-up, and ſhe ſwallow'd the 
others with Eaſe ; a little after which 
ſhe vomited up a Worm as thick as 


one's Finger, and half an Ell long, 


with a big Head: The Perſons who 
were about her, to my great Vexation, 
threw it into the Houſe of Office : She 


was perfectly cured in a few Days. 


Many Phyſicians look upon Worms 
of the Body witha Kind of Indifference: 


"They'll tell you, they are domeſtick 


Animals, and ſerviceable in conſuming 


But 


certain Superfluities in our Bodies. 
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But after all, the more they mul- 
tiply, and the more they increaſe in 


x Bulk, the more Nouriſhment they do 


require. If in ſuch Caſes a ſlender 
Diet ſhould be enjoin'd, they would 


entirely conſume it; and if that were 
too little to ſuffice them, they would 
prey upon the Parts wherein they are 


Contain'd. 


All theſe things conſider'd, it can- 


not be deny'd that tis beſt to prevent 
their Increaſe, and to get rid of them 


as ſoon as may be, and drive out of 
the Inteſtines, ſuch Harbingers of Cor- 
ruption as are nouriſh'd at our Ex- 
pence, and whoſe Lives will be pro- 


ductive of our Death. 


Worms of the Stomach and Inteſtines 


are deſtroy d by Mercury ; tis to them 


a downright Poiſon: It not only kills 


them, but deſtroys the very Seeds of 
them too: This all agree to, who 


have written of Mercury; and Expe- 

rience vouches for the Truth of it. 
Almoſt every Thing is full of 
Worms: Our Food abounds with them; 
their Seeds get into our Bodies a Mul- 
titude 
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tude of Ways. They float in the 
Blood and other Liquors, in all Ages, 
Sexes, and Conſtitutions. They de- 
your indifferently what they meet with, 
be it good or bad. But the Solinm 
feeds on nothing but Chyle ; and there- 
fore a Conſumption is inevitable where 
this Creature reſides, - 
'The Worms of the Stomach and 
Guts depolite Seed and Excrements, 
which mixing with the Chyle are car- 
ried into the Blood, cauſing Fevers of 
an uncommon- Nature, whether by 
Corruption, or by the Coagulation 
which their Acrimony occaſions in the 
Blood. 
In all thefe Caſes, I believe there is 
nothing which anſwers the End better 
than Mercury, on account of irs ſepa- 
rating from the Blood, and carrying 
away along with it whatſoever 1s noxi- 
ous: It promotes Perſpiration, and 
by its Percuſſion, and the Rotundity 
of its Particles, diſſolves, ſeparates, 
and ſubtiliſes all Manner of Coagula- 
tions, which may be reckon'd the Source 
of moſt Fevers, beſides many other 
Diſorders. | In 


* 
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1 In ſhort, be they Worms, a wrong 
" Uſe of natural Things, or an ill cho- 
” # ſen Food, that have introduced into 
the Blood ſuch Particles as are apt to 
* * excite febrile Fermentations there; or 
fit an Efferveſcence be kindled up in 
the Blood for Want of due Perſpira- 

tion; Mercury overcomes all. hen 
d I Mercury is well kill'd, and its Parts 


„ are divided as much as poſſible; and 
in this Condition 1s convey'd into the 


£ { Stomach, it is ſuck'd up, and as it 
/ 14 were devour'd by the lacteal Veins, 
1 1} and convey into the Maſs of Blood. 

- Mr. Lewenhoec has obſerv'd, that 
the Blood conlifts of globular Parti- 
cles; and ſo likewiſe does Mercury: 
"2 Wherefore 'twere impoſſible they 
” + ſhould enter into ſuch Contract with 
> | each other, as to be link'd together; 


for the Globules of Mercury are ex 
> tremely ſmooth. 
The Motion of the Blood, and of 
| | the Lymph that accompanies it, cauſes 
_ | 7 theſe ſmall Globules ro ſtrike one a- 
' | 2 gainſt another; by which Shock reite- 
| } rated, all the Particles both of the Mer- 
. cury 
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the Blood are broken, ſepa- 
N multiplied to Infinity: Tis 
xa Manner of Acting, that the 
| ations of the Blood are de- 
t that they become more ſub- 
* and/ fluid, and are leſs diſpos'd to 
.-, obftrugt and embarraſs one another as 
they move in the ſmalleſt. Veſſels : The 
Globules of Mercury united with the 


Lymph, being exceeding ſmooth, and 


containing, in Proportion to their Bulk, 


a very large Quantity of Matter, do 
inſinuate themſelves into all Places 
where the Rapidity of their Motion 
carries them; forcing all Obſtacles 
which oppoſe their Courſe, and di- 
ſperſing every Thing that is unnatural- 
ly united; which by the Motion it re- 
ceives from it is hindred from reunit- 
ing, and thus it is hurried away to 
ſome or all of the Emunctories, ac- 
cording to the Inclination of Nature, 

or the Diſpoſition of the Subject. 
Theſe Particles being, as I ſaid be- 
fore, united with the Lymph, render 
it more fluid, penetrating, active, ſweet, 
and ballamick, and by Conſequence 
more 
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more fit to encreaſe the nutritious Juice 
in the ſeveral Parts of the Body, and 
more proper to repair the Loſſes it has 
undergone thiough the Violence of 
Diſcaſes; taking away at the ſame 
time, the fatal Cauſes which produced 
them. 2 
It what I have obſerv'd of Mercu- 
ry be true, it muſt be acknowledged, 
that it has in it Nothing that is corro- 
five or vicious: If it be capable at any 
time of aſſuming ſuch Qualities, it 
muſt be when it is diveſted of its na- 
tural Figure and Motion. 

It muſt theretore be the Violence of 


Fire, which altering the Figure and 


Motion of Mercury, wherein conſiſts 
its Force and Virtue, renders its corro- 
five; which is the Caſe when it is in- 
corporated with Salt and Vitriol to 
make corroſive Sublimate. 
If Mercury may be judged of from 
its Effects, ſurely crude Mercury has 
the beſt Title to be call'd Mercnrins 
dulcis; for that which is prepared with 
Fire, and goes by that Name, is ca- 
pable of uniting with Aeids in the 

D 2 Body, 
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Body, and thereby torming an Acid. | 


So that not to incur the Danger of 
railing a painful Salivation, it muſt be 
given but in ſmall Quantities, and that 
ſeldom: I have been a Witneſs to the 
terrible Conſequences of it upon a Lady 
of Diſtinction who fell a Sacrifice to 
the Remedy and her own Opinion. 
When crude Mercury enters into the 
Body by Frictions or Fumigations, it 
mixes with the Lymph; but then it pene- 
trates alſo into the Veins and Arteries. 
| Such a Collection of globular Cor- 
S - pens ſtriking againſt the arterial 
lood with a Direction contrary to 
the Courſe of it, acts upon it in the ©» 
Manner of a Bank or Damn. i 
If the Blood and Spirits yield to ſuch _ *' 
| a Shock, their Motion muſt of Neceſ- 
ſity be much weaken'd, and even ſup- 
preſs'd as far as the Friction extends; 
ſo that they will inevitably ſtand ſtill, ? 
or move backwards: This Conflict can 
be of no Service to the Patient, but muſt 
produce ſuch Symptoms as always attend 
an impeded Circulation: I have beheld 


too many Inſtances of ſuch ſad 7 
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| If it enters the Pores of the ſmall ner- 
vous Fibres which terminate at the 
Skin, it will by its Volatility penetrate 
into the Trunks of the Nerves, and 
| oppoſe the Courſe of the animal Spi- 
rits, thereby occalioning a Pally. 
: Theſe Effects are not produced by 
| Mercury, as crude Mercury : *Tis the 
Manner of applying it which cauſes 
it to oppoſe the Courſe of the animal 
Spirits, and occaſions theſe Extrava- 
gancies, beſides many more which I 
jorbear to name. | 
! *Tis plain then, that there is a Dif- 
ference between tranſmitting crude 
Mercury thro' the Pores of the Skin, 
and giving it at the Mouth at certain 
ntervals; for in this latter Way, it 


1 intimately mixes with what it finds in 


the Stomach and Chyle; it enters the 
Blood, it affociates with the Lymph, 
it follows the natural and voluntary 

Motion of it, it facilitates its Courſe, 
and enlivens its Motion, it renders it 
more fluid, ſubtile, and fit to paſs: It 
dieſtroys the Obſtacles which oppoſe its 
Paſſage and then uniting with it, 
| W'3 3s - 
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they penetrate every where: All this is | 
brought about with the utmoſt Gentle- 
neſs and Expedition, without Conſtraint, 
Agitation, or Tumult; and yet its 
Operations are divine and ſurprizing. 
Acid Spirits injected into the Veins, 
occaſion terrible Symptoms, yet they 
are ſerviceable when taken in by the 
Mouth. 2 
The Viper, which by ſending its Poi- 
ſon into the Blood through a Puncture 
of the Skin, excites ſuch fatal Symp- 
toms, is of no ill Conſequence if 
eaten, but on the contrary is corrected 
and render'd wholſome by the Fer- 
ment of the Stomach. | 
Some Perſons have taken upon them 
to run down the Uſe of crude Mer- 
cury, and render it odious, by bring- 
ing upon the Stage the Accidents which - 
attend the Workers in mercurial Mines. 
Mr. Lemery is of Opinion, that the 
Palſy which ſometimes attacks theſe 
People, is produced from the Sul- 
hurs which ariſe from the Mercury; 
- which entering the Pores, do fix in 
the Nerves, and cauſe this cold Diſ- 
: | eaſe, 
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eaſe, by ſtopping up the Paſlage of 
the animal Spirits. 

If his Notion 1s right, there is then 
great Reaſon indeed to apprehend bad 
Conſequences from Frictions and Fu- 
migations. | 

It is not abſurd to believe that thoſe 
Workmen, being continually ſurround- 
ed with the volatile Vapours of Mer- 
cury, do ſuck them in with the Air 
at their Noſtrils; preſently after which 
they are elevated *till they meet with 
Oppoſition from the internal. convex 
Part of the Cranium, being not able 
to 1 or paſs through its Pores, 
and then they fall down again, like 
Water in a boiling Pot, when ſtopp'd 
by the Lid. "Theſe Vapours having at 
length acquir'd a Bulk, the ſmall Glo- 
bules drop down again by their own 
proper Weight towards the Baſis of 


the Canium, compreſs the Nerves in 


their Origine, and ſo produce the 
Palſy. The ſame Thing happens to 
Gilders for the ſame Reaſon, but more 
frequently; for they make Uſe of 
Mercury over a Fire, which elevates 

| D 4 it 
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it more eaſily, ſo that they breathe in 
the very Subſtance of it. 

Thus it appears, that this is not the 
Effect of any ill Quality of Mercury, 
but an Ker produced by the Com- 
preſſion of another Body. 

At the time that I was Surgeon 
Major of the Hoſpitals of Briangon 
and Onulx, we had at a favourable Sea- 
ſon of the Year, many pocky Patients 


confin'd to the Uſe of the Grand Re- 


medies; they were cloſe lock'd up in 
their ſeveral Cells Day and Night. I 


could not obſerve that the Boys who 


were appointed to attend them, and 
who conſtantly ſlept with them, did 
ever receive the leaſt Inconvenience by 
breathing in the mercurial Vapours. 

I had a Captain under my Care at 
Briangon in a Holuvulus, whom I pre- 
vail'd upon to ſwallow down two 
Pounds of crude Mercury, which re- 
main'd fix whole Days in his Body, 


without _ him any manner of 


Harm: And it 1s obſervable, that 
ſuch Perſons as have leaden Balls 1y- 
ing in their Limbs for many 1 
an 


The Hoſpital Surgeon. 57 

and often for their whole Lives, never 
feel any Inconveniencies on that Score. 

But after all this, to ſet about to 

* convince Mankind that crude l 

is no ways miſchievous, is not an eaſy 


Task. Many believe it a corroſive 
Poiſon: They'll tell you, it is the 
Cauſe of Ulcers of the Throat in Sa- 
livations; and if they ſpeak ſo favour- 
* ably of it, as to grant that it is not 
corroſive of itſelf, yet will they main- 
tain that it becomes ſo when blended 
with the venercal Acids: This Opt- 

nion has been receiv'd and adyanc'd by 
very famous Authors. 

1 think however, that the contrary 
Opinion may eaſily be ſupported by 
the Help off a little Reflexion, provi- 
2 ded Prejudice be abſolutely ſet aſide. 
The Ulcers which afflict the Throat 
2 in Perſons under Salivations, proceed, 
according to the Notion J have of the 
Matter, from the Acids contain'd in 
the 2 Ferment: Mercury ſhocks 
it, diſlodges it, ſets it in Motion, and 
conveys it along with the Lymph, 
till it has procur'd it ſome favourable 
D 5 Iſſue 
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Iſſue by the Way of a Crifis, ſometimes | 
by the Mouth; at other times by 
Stool, Urine or Perſpiration. 

It muſt be . that in Sali- 
vations the acrimonious and corroſive 
Acids of the Virus, which were diſtri- 
— buted throughout the whole Maſs of 
| Fluids; as likewiſe thoſe which were 
1 congeſted in Nodes, Puſtules, Glands, 
Cancers, or Ulcers, are all convey'd 
and conducted, by their ſeveral Tubes, 
into the ſalivary Canals, ſo that they 
may be diſcharged at the Mouth; in 
which conſiſts a Salivation. Theſe be- 
ing thus reunited, and paſſing all thro' 
the ſame Place, 'tis natural enough 
that they ſhould make Impreſſions on 
it, and that ſuch delicate Parts as the 
Throat and the Mouth, ſhould be la- 
cerated, cut and ulcerated by the Quan- 
tity of theſe keen, ſharp, and corro- 
five little Bodies, without the Mercu- 
ry's having any Share in the Matter, 
If more than that of having ſet them in 
j Motion, in order to the obtaining their 
Diſcharge. 


„ ² NU 
. 1 — 2 ” 2 — 8 
2 fa '#" 


n hut dla — — 
4 a — 
en rn 9 . 
_ — 9 — 8x2 AG <4 . 
of « * 7 - 


Mercury, 


The Hoſpital Surgeon. 59 

Mercury, when ſent into the Body 
by Friction, gives to Part of the Li- 
quors a different Turn from what they 
had before; as I have already re- 


mark d: This Stroke of Retrograda- 


tion, which acts from the Circumfe- 
rence toward the Centre, ſubtiliſes the 
Lymph, elevates it upwards, gives it 
a violent and rapid Motion, and de- 
termines it towards the Head and 
Throat, which becomes ſwoln by ſuch 
an Amaſſment ot Lymph pour'd in 
upon it from almoſt all Parts of the 
Body; and it being too much to be 
contain'd in the Cavities of the Veſſels, 
the Orifices of the ſalivary Veſſels are 


by the Effort of an irreſiſtible Tenſion, 


open and dilated, and fo yield a Paſſage 


do this Abundance of the lymphatick 
Humour. But the Mercury having 
not circulated according to the natural 
2 Courſe of the Lymph, having only 


been elevated together with it, it is 


| impoſſible that it ſhould by any rolling 
Motion, break or deſtroy the Points 
of the Acids, which paſſing by the 


Throat and Mouth in an unalter'd 
: D 6 Condition, 
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Condition, do there occaſion very 
troubleſome and painful- Ulcers and 
Lacerations® . 

The only Motion which the Lymph 
and Mercury have on this Occaſion, is 
a ſimple Sublimation upwards, which 
ſtops there; ſo that ſhould the ſaliva- 
ry Canals be obſtinately occluded, the 
Patient muſt be ſuffocated. It appears 
then, that in ſuch a Conjuncture, the 
Mercury and Lymph are as it were in 
a State of Reſt; that the ſubſequent 
Evacuation, and the running off of the 


Lymph and Mercury makes no Alte- 


ration in the Order of their Situation ; 
the Action, tho' violent, terminates at 
the Throat. If Mercury deſtroys the 
Points of Acids, it muſt roll along and 
circulate peaceably with them, by a 
continued and reiterated Motion ; 
which cannot be brought about by 
Frictions and Fumigations, nor by any 
Preparation of Mercury, be it what it 
will. When the Criſis after Frictions is 


determin d by Stool or Urine, the 


Mercury would make fine work if 
join'd with Acids; Ulcers of the Auus, 
| Bladder, 
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Bladder, and Urethra would be the in- 
evitable Conſequences of ſuch a Uni- 
on, which however do never happen. 
If crude Mercury were capable of 
uniting with Acids, bad Symptoms 
would appear after Frictions, by which 
ſo large a Quantity is made to enter 
the Body. Thoſe to whom T have gi- 
ven it by the Mouth for above tix 
Months together, as in ſcrophulous 
Caſes, where Acids abound in extra- 
ordinary Caſes, would, it ſuch a Uni- 
on were poſſible, have undoubtedly 
been ſenſible of ſome Irritation, Heat, 
or Excoriation; and yet I never heard 
them complain of any ſuch Things. 
Mercury, in order to its being ſub- 
limated, muſt be in a State of Reſt, 
ſo that the Fire which is under it, may 
lay hold on its round Particles in order 
to raiſe them aloft together with itſelf, 


' which is the Caſe with Mercury as 


made uſe of by Gilders. | 
When crude Mercury 1s taken by 
the Mouth in Pills, altho' its Particles 
are exceedingly ſubtile and divided, 
notwithſtanding the Purgatives with 


which 


— —— ne et 


il 
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which it is mixed, it is very ſpeedily 
communicated to the Liquors, it ſwims 
in a Fluid, and is in perpetual Motion; 
on which Score 1t cannot be ſublimed : 
The Warmth of the Body is a Spur to 
it, animates and increaſes its — | 
and cauſes it to penetrate every where; 
it never quits the Liquors with which 
it is mix'd, but in getting to the E- 
munctories. 

Men of very great Skill, who have 
no conſummate Knowledge of Mercu- 
ry, are of Opinion that ſome Pounds 
of it may be taken at the Mouth, as 
in a Volvulus, without occaſioning any 
ill Conſequence ; but that it is very 
dangerous to take only a few Drams ot 


it, becauſe that then it may ſublime by 


the Heat of the Body: This Opinion 
has been receiv'd by a great Number 
of Perſons, and yet nothing can be 

more falſe. a 
M. le Duc, a Phyſician, whom I 
mention'd before, obſerv'd at Smyrna, 
that moſt of the Women that were 
defirous of looking handſome, treſh, 
and in good Plight, did frequently 
| iwallow 
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ſwallow two Drams of crude Mercury 
without any Mixture. 

When ſome Pounds of it are ſwal- 
low'd, if it meets with no ſtop in the 
Inteſtines, 1t _ paſſes through, 
retaining the ſame Weight it had when 
it was taken. When it is {ſwallowed 
in a ſmall Quantity, it remains a lon- 
ger time in the Body, it ſhocks, de- 
taches, breaks, and drives into the In- 
teſtines whatſoever it meets with in the 
Stomach, that is greaſy, ſlimy, viſ- 
cous, acrid and acid: It acts in the 
ſame Manner in the Inteſtines, mixes 
with the Subſtances, and rolls along 
with them, ſo that it cannot be ſub- 
imed, but eſcapes out juſt the ſame as 
it was taken in, carrying along with 
it whatever is capable of rendering the 
Blood acrimonious, altering the Fer- 
ments of the Stomach, or cauſing a 
bad Digeſtion. 

It appears then, that great Advan- 
tages may be obtained from the Uſe of 
it, and that thoſe Perſons are very much 
in the Wrong who conceive Prejudice 
againſt it; ſuch a one, and ſuch a one, 

5 they 
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they ſay, were attack d with ſuch and 
ſuch Complaints upon the Uſe of it, 
therefore tis undoubtedly bad and dan- 
gerous: And ſome there are who are 
trighted out of their Wits at. the very 
Name of it; and would give them- 
ſelyes over tor poiſoned, ſhould the 
leaſt Quantity of it enter their Bodies. 

This Error is receiv'd and cheriſh'd 
by a Set of prejudiced Perſons, who 
though e wi well qualified, judge 
and determine concerning the Effects 
of Mercury, without diſtinguiſhing as 
to the beſt and worſt Manner of uſing 
it; which notwithſtanding makes a 
very. conſiderable Difference. | 
what has been ſaid above, and 
what ſhall be ſaid hereafter, be conſi- 
der'd with a little Attention, it will 
appear that Mercury ought to be taken 
by the Mouth, juſt as Providence has 
given it us, if we would feel the Bene- 
fit of it; or mix'd with gentle Pur- 
atives. 

That all the extravagant Effects of 
it in Frictions and Fumigations, are 
produc'd no otherwiſe than by an un- 

natural 
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natural Motion which it gives to the 
1 Spirits and Liquors, as I have already 
explained. 
hat it can at no Time become cor- 
roſive, but when the Action of Fire 
cauſes it to loſe its Form and Motion; 
for then it may be link'd and loaded 
with Acids, and conſtitute by ſuch a 
Mixture, a Sort of Sublimate. 
7 Tho' crude Mercury is infinitely di- 
© viſible, yer its moſt ſubtile Parts, even 
in Vapour, do ever retain the Rotun- 
2 dity of their Figure; they can never, 
2 without the Violence of Fire, become 
; pointed, hooked, or keen; therefore 
they can neither hook, or be hooked, 
as long as they retain their ſpherical 
Figure, and continue, as they always 
do, ſmooth and polite; and the Heat 
of the Body is not ſufficient to produce 
any Alteration on even the moſt fine 
and ſubtile of its Parts. 5 
In the Ebullition and Fermentation 
which it undergoes when it is mixed 
with, and wrought upon by Spirit of 
Nitre, Ag. fortis, and other Spirits, its 
Parts are only divided and render'd im- 
perceptible, 
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perceptible, rheir ſpherical Figure is 
no ways deſtroy'd; a Proof of which 
is, that theſe Spirits are ſoften'd by the 
Mixture, and render'd leſs pungent and 


corroſive; which ſhe ws that crude Mer- 
cury may be with great Juſtice called 


Mercurius dulcis. 1 
J might ſatisfy my ſelf with relating 


the ſalutary Effects which crude Mer- N 
cury has produced within my Knoõ-- 


ledge, without giving my ſelf the Trou- 
ble of explaining the Mechaniſm of its 
Action, in which *tis like I may ſuc- 
ceed but poorly, having no chymical 
Principles to guide me, but laying 
down, according to mere Nature, 
what has occur'd to my Conception. 
However, I was of Opinion, that by 
ſhewing in what Manner it acts in the 
Body, I might diſpel the Fears that 
have been raiſed of it, ſo that it might 
no longer be taken for a Poiſon, but 


for the moſt gentle and ſovereign of 


all Remedies. Thus I do my utmoſt 
in the Juſtification of Mercury ; and 
to make it appear, that it is a Friend 


to Nature, and a capital Enemy to 
Diſeaſes, 


s | 
81 
1 
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Diſeaſes, and all Kinds of Corruption 


that by an admirable Mechaniſm, with- 


out incorporating, or being confound- 


ed with them, it diffolves; abſorbs, 
1 ſpoils, drives out, deſtroys and cor- 


res all vicious and heterogene Mat- 
ters; that not only taken by the Mouth, 
but born externally, 1ts Emanations 
are capable of ſecuring the Body againſt 


malignant and infectious Air, of what 
1 Kind ſoever it be, without Exception. 


All Authors who have writ of the 
Peſtilence, believe its Cauſe to be a 


| Coagulation of the Blood ; if this 
Opinion be true, what Remedy can 
be more proper, than crude Mercury? 


M. Je Begre, in his Treatiſe on the 


Peſtilence of Marſtille, lays, that it 


haas its Original from a Multitude of 


the Eggs of Worms which infect the 
3 Saliva, the Food, the Chyle, the 
= nervous Juice, and finally, the ſolid 
Parts; that the Heat of the Stomach 


hatches theſe Eggs, and then the young 
Worms do greedily devour a good Part 
of the Aliments, by which they in- 
creaſe to a certain Size; and that 

then 
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then they excite the firſt Symptoms of 
the Peſtilence. 

Theſe Worms are carried along with 
the Chyle, into the Blood, where they 
hinder Circulation. ex | 

- According to this Syſtem, 3 | 
can be more proper to deftroy thele | 
Worms, together with their Seeds, 
than Mercury. In a Tranſlation of 
J. James Scheuchen, he propoſes E- 
thiops Mineralis, a Preparation of Mer- 


cury, in the Peſtilence: He ſays, that 


according to the famous M. Boyle, the 
Peſtilence ſeldom attacks Perſons who 
live in the Neighbourhood of Mercu- 
rial Mines. Upon Conſideration that 
Mercury is extremely volatile, and that 
it tranſpires more than any other Me- 
tal, I am of Opinion that a Body, 

repar'd with my Mercury, or ſome 


+ Other like it, provided it alſo carried 


about it little Bags of Mercury on the 
Sternum, and near the Emun&tories, 
would be defended from infectious Air 
by the Atmoſphere of mercurial Va- 

our ſurrounding it: It we examine 


well into the Matter, this is no other than 
| one 
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one Vapour, or one Air overpowering 
another. 

If there are Eggs in the Caſe, as in 
all Appearance there are, they muſt be 
round, as well as the volatile Particles 
ot the Mercury, and ſo they cannot 
unite, or be link'd together; notwith- 
ſtanding the Globules of the Mercury 
are capable of deſtroying or driving 
cut thoſe of the Worms. In the Col- 
liſion of theſe ſmall ſpherical Bodies, 

thoſe of the Mercury having the 

greateſt Solidity, muſt break in Pieces 

or diſſipate the others. 
= Thoſe who approve not of theſe 
ZReaſons, may have recourſe to Anti- 
2 pathy, and then they'll be ſure to meet 
with matter enough to employ their 
7 Wits upon. | 
4 Theſe mercurial Vapours do like- 
2 wife keep at a Diſtance from the Body 
the contagious Particles of the Small- 
Pox. I know ſeveral Perſons who 
make Uſe of no other Preſervative : 
Why then may it not have the ſame Ef- 
fect on the peſtilential Vapour? They 
differ but in regard to more or leſs. 


The 
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The Arabian Phyſicians have con- 
founded theſe two Diſeaſes together, 
and many others have followed their 
Opinion. A great Number of Au- 
thors have fix d the Cauſe of the Small- 
Pox to a Heap of the Eggs of Worms 
hatch'd in the Body, ſometimes ſooner, 
ſometimes later; that the Puſtles are 
full of theſe little Worms, which gnaw 
away the Skin, and ſo leave their 
Marks behind them; that theſe Erup- 
tions are analogous to thoſe of the Pe- 
ſtilence ; that the perſpired Matter in 
theſe Patients is ſour, and ſo is their 
Breath, which ſmells of Worms, and 
is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, no other than the 
Seeds of Worms, which communicates 
the Diſeaſe to all Perſons that are near, 
and which, from the Quality of their 
Ferments, are diſpoſed to hatch. 

This Syſtem, which carries with it 
greater Probability than any other 
which has been advanced upon the Sub- 
ject, authoriſes the Uſe of Mercury, 
as an internal Specitic, and as a Pre- 
ſervative, when worn on the Surface of 


the Body. 
A moſt 
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A moſt illuſtrious Sovereign Prince 
has worn it about him more than fifty 
Years, to preſerve him from this Diſ- 
eaſe: He is now above Fourſcore, 


and never had it. 


I always wear Mercury about me: 
I am an old Man, yet never had the 
Diſeaſe: I obſerve that Mr. Lemery 
'£ recommends it in his Chymiſtry. 

'7 Theſe two Diſeaſes are not the only 
ones which Worms produce: Many 
learned Men believe, that Shingles, 
Tetter, Itch, Scald-head, and almoſt all 
D iſeaſes of the Skin, ariſe from Worms, 


or the Seeds of Worms, as well as ma- 
lignant Fevers. According to Nicholas 
\ 7 Hurtſocker, the Peſtilence, venereal 
Maladies, and all Manner of epidemi- 


cal Diſeaſes are occalion'd by Worms, 
which will certainly devour the Sub- 
ject unleſsſome ſpecifick Remedy inter- 
venes. Nothing 1s then more proper 
than Mercury, to cure the Peſtilence, 
Small-Pox, and all verminous Dif- 
eaſes, as it deſtroys the Putrefaction 
which hatches the Worms, and dif- 
ſolves the Coagulations which are 

reckon'd 
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reckon'd inſeparable from theſe Difſ- 


orders: Languors and Weakneſſes are 
the ordinary Concomitants of epedimi- 
cal Diſeaſes, than which there cannot 
be more ſenſible Marks of Coagula- 
tion. 

Diſſolutions do indeed ſometimes 
accompany theſe Diſeaſes, but it is 
very ſeldom: And it is an eaſy Matter 
to diſtinguiſh theſe Cauſes one from 
another, by the Symptoms. 

Mr. Newton, in a Treatiſe of the 
Peſtilence printed at Utrecht, aſſerts that 
Worms are the Cauſe of the Peſtilence, 
that they fix in Cloaths, Linnen, Ec. 
that they multiply and live a long 
Time, that when one wears ſuch 
Cloaths, or opens ſuch Packs, Gc. as 
are replete with them, they expand a 
Sort of little Wings and by Flying 
convey themſelves into the internal 
Parts of the Body. : 
'This Opinion, which to moſt Men 
of Learning app:ars highly probable, 
ſhews that the Remedy which I pro- 
pole is better adapted to the Nature of 


the Malady, whether Worms, or a 
| Coagulation 
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7 Coagulation of the Blood, or both, be 
Fits eſſential Cauſe, than any other, 


Mr Chicoineau, Verny, and Soulier, 


& Phyſicians deputed by the Court for 
the Management of the Peſtilence 


at Marſeille, are of Opinion, that the 


Venom of the Peſtilence is not, of it 
ſelſ, contagious, but only with regard 
to the Diſpoſition of the Subjects it 
meets with. Admitting this Syſtem 
to be true, the Remedy which I pro- 
4 pou would ſuffice to correct ſuch ill 


iſpoſitions; and I would not ſcruple 


to make uſe of the Amulet, were it 
but to delude the Imagination, and to 
procure à Tranquillity, by diſſipating 
the Fears which alone might be ſuffi- 
7 cient to kindle up the Diſeaſe, - 


Theſe Gentlemen will have it, that 


4 the Plague and Small- Pox have a very 


great Relation to each other, that their 

Symptoms are nearly the ſame, that 
what we call the Maſter-Pock, is a 
Sort of Bubo, or Carbuncle, that both 
theſe Diſeaſes terminate in cuticular 


Eruptions. 
12 The 
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The very judicious and moſt candid | 
M. Cicognihi has aſſured me, that in 
Italy, tis uſual to wear crude Mercu- 
ry as a Preſervative againſt noxious Þ 
Vapours ; and that the Women carry 
it about them to prevent the Jaundice, 
and its Symptoms. 3 
A Gentleman of Veracity and Di- 
ſtinction told me upon his Gach, that 
his Mother almoſt every Month, was 
afflicted with very ſevere Attacks of a 1 
Jaundice, accompanied with Deliriums 
and Convulſions; and that being one 
Day in this ſad Condition, two Ca- 
puchins came to viſit her, who ſent 
for ſome crude Mercury, and hung it 
in a proper Box on her Nernum; upon | 
which her Symptoms vanith'd in a very 
little while; and ſhe wore it eighteen 
Months without being afflicted in the 
like Manner, but having loſt it, ſhe ! 
relapſed into the ſame Diſorder : *? 
That ſhe cauſed more of the Medi- 
cine to be incloſed for her, which ſhe 
-wore all the remaining Part of her 
Lite, without any other Attack. 
What 


: 
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What Conſequence may be drawn 
from all this? If the mere Vapour 
of two or three Drams of Mercury 
be alone ſufficient to re-eſtabliſn a 


Calm in the whole Occonomy, la- 
bouring under Symptoms as bad as 
2 thoſe of an Epilepſy, and is able to 


32 their return; what may not 
be expected from the ſame Remedy, 


taken in Subſtance, being mix'd with 
gentle Purgatives, which encounter 


with, or evacuate nothing but what 
is malignant, vicious, and ſuperflu- 


ous, without medling with the whol- 


ſome Humours, which is Truth in 
effect, notwithſtanding it may purge 
more or leſs according to the Diſpo- 
ſition of the Subjects. Mercury fails 
not -to communicate itſelf to the 
Chyle, the Blood, and finally to the 
Lymph, with which it aſſociates, and 
as I have already obſerv'd, accom- 
panies it in all Parts of the Body 
whereunto it is convey'd ; and when 
It is arrived at the Pores of the Skin, 


its volatile Parts eſcape in a mercu- 


E 2 rial 
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rial Perſpiration, and being darted 


againſt the ſurrounding Air, and 
meeting with the Vapour of that 


which is worn externally, they toge- 


ther form a Bulk capable of inviron- 
ing the Body, and munditying and 
clearing away whatſoever is vicious, 
malignant and epidemical in the Air 
which we touch and breathe: Thus 


is one Part of the Mercury which is 


taken at the Mouth, voided by Stool, 
another Part circulates with the 
Lymph, and the other is carried off 
by Perſpiration. 

The Stomach, according to ſome 
of the Ancients as well as Moderns, 
is the Seat of almoſt all Diſeaſes; it 
is likewiſe this Organ which receives 
the Remedies deſigned for their cure. 

When they are convey'd into this 
Part, they muſt of neceſſity be mix- 
ed and confounded with Ferments, 
which, according to their Qualities, 


will render them either hurttul or 


uſeleſs. 


Be 
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Be it as it will, this Mixture in- 
creaſed or diminiſhed, will always 
alter the Virtue of the Remedy, and 


trequentl 7 render its Effects bad or 


uncertain. 

This happens not with regard to 
Mercury; it receives no manner of 
Alteration in the Stomach, nothing 
is able to reſtrain or mix with it; its 
ſeparated volatile Particles unite with 
the Blood alone, changing neither 
their Form nor Nature. The Heat 
of the Body is not ſufficient to ſub- 
lime it; it continues to be what it 
was; and having made the Tour of 
the whole Microcoſm, in order to 
attack and deſtroy the moſt dange- 
rous Fnemies of it, it takes its leave 
in the ſame Form it enter'd, except- 
ing that Part of it which goes off by 
Perſpiration. | 

All this is perform'd inſenſibly, 
without Tumult, Struggling or Pain. 
It breaks and diſſolves the thick and 
viſcous Matters which it meets with 
in the Stomach and Inteſtines, and 


E 3 deſtroys 
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deſtroys by its Percuſſion and the 
Motion of its round Particles, all 
the indigeſted Matters which are 
collected on the Membranes, and 
renders them fluid, and fit to be diſ- 
charged: That which is mixed with 
the Blood, works the ſame Effect in 
all Places to which the Lymph is 
convey'd; it forces all the Obſtacles 
and demoliſhes all the Banks which 
_—_— the Current of the Liquors. _ 

By its Figure it opens, diſſipates, 
dilates and diſconcerts all unnatural 
Unions in the Body. 

Theſe diſſipated and broken Mat- 
ters are all conducted by a Kind of 
Criſis, to the Emunctories of the 
Body: And this is the Manner in 
which I explain my Notions of the 
Actions of Mercury in the Stomach, 
Inteſtines and Liquors. 
It is certain that all the heterogene 
Matters which the Mercury has diſ- 

concerted, ſhaken, diſlodged, and 
1 broken, do follow the Road and 
be Motion of the Fluids, 

The 
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The more groſs and thick Parts 
are convey'd into the Inteſtines, as 


uſeleſs and ſuperfluous, 


The more ſubtile Parts of theſe 


) Matters, are ſent to the excretory 
'F Glands; and by the Rapidity of the 


Motion which the Mercury has com- 


municated to them, they can make 


no ſtay there, but being blended with 
the volatile Parts of the Mercury, 
they go off by Perſpiration, and 


„* drag along with them whatſoever is 


vicious or foreign in the Glands. 
It is after this manner that I have 
before accounted for the ſpeedy and 


; ſurprizing Effects which this Remedy 
did produce in Obſtructions of the 


Skin and cutanzous Glands. 

All this is done by the Mercury 
which is in the Veſſels, and accom- 
panies the Motion of the Liquors : 
But as the nutricious Juice, deſign'd 
tor the Nouriſhment of the Parts, 
muſt of neceſſity expand itſelf. every 
where; and that this Juice-or Balm 
of the. Blood muſt be. impregnated 

E 4 with 
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with Mercury; it cannot avoid ſtrik- 
ing and rubbing againit the Acids 
which are collected in the Pores of the 
Membranes, in Scatica's, Rheuma- 
tiſms, and other Pains of the muſcula 
Parts. | | 

Mercury muſt therefore break off 
their Points, and by its Motion and 
Figure deſtroy them; no other Thing 
being capable of working the ſame 
Effect. | 

Behold then how Mercury comes 
to be an Ab/orbent. and a. Diſſolvent, 
Terms in common uſe ! 

It abſorbs, without loading itſelf 
with Acids, or any other Subſtance; 
and it diflolves, without having the 
leaſt Degree of Heat; is not this 
really a Matter of Speculation ? 

A * Lord of the firſt Quality in 
our Court, equally diftinguiſh'd by 
his Merit, Birth and Employs, who 
does me the Honour of his Friend- 
ſhip, and was pleaſed to read over 


* Le Marquis de Rivarole. 


my 
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my Treatiſe on Mercury in Manu- 
ſcript, being a competent Judge of 


the Value of a Work, ftarted to me 


a very judicious Objection, which 
gave Occaſion to the thort Diſcourſe 
which I am going to ſubjoin. 

You aflert, lays he, that crude 
Mercury is communicated to the 
Blood and Liquors; and yet as foon 
as it gets into the Stomach, mix'd 
and incorporated with your Pills, 
they are diffolv'd : The Mercury then 
quitting the Ingredients with which 
it was blended, all its divided Particles 
reunite and form a Globe, which 


cannot remain long in the Stomach, 
but paſſing the Pylorus, enters the In- 


teſtines, and is diſcharged by the A 
4s; lo that none of this Mercury 
can be communicated to the Liquors. 

I agree, replied I, that the Pills 


are ſoon diffoly'd by the Humidity 


of the Stomach, and the warm Li- 
quor in which they. are ſwall ow'd: 
But then it muſt likewiſe be taken 
into Confideration, that the Mercury 

E 5 18 


the Veſſels, do ſtrike againſt theſe | 
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is very minutely divided in the Pills; 
that during the time this Diſſolution 
is performing, the Degree of Heat 
which is in the Stomach, is exactly 
ſufficient to elevate a Sort of little- 
Cloud of the more volatile Particles 
of the Mercury: They quit the Sub- 
ſtances that with-held them, and in- 
ſinuate themſelves with eaſe and ſpeed. = 
into the Orifices of the lacteal Veins, 
whole Figure is exactly adapted to 
receive them; thus are they carried 
into the Blood, and accompany it in 
its Circulation. What makes me 
N that this is Fact, is, that 
F have obſerved, that in Subjects 
where the Stomach is loaded with ge- 
latinous and viſcous Matters, which 
line its internal Membrane, and cloſe 
up the Orifices of the lacteal Veſſels; 
theſe little Globules getting at Li- 
berty during the Time of the Diffo- 
lution, and not being able to enter 


Matters, divide, ſubtiliſe and loofen. 
them: By this ſhock. ada. 


EE ih 8 


The Hoſpital Surgeon. 83 
of the Matters which fall to the Bots 
tom of the Stomach, a ſmall Vo- 
miting is ſometimes excited, much to 
the Paticnt's Advantage; but it 1s 
only the firſt Doſe which produces 
this Effect, and that very ſeldom. 
Whether it be produced by theſe 
Matters or not, it is certain that the 
ſubtile Particles of Mercury are very 
quickly communicated to the Maſs of 
Blood, To be convinced of this, one 
need only to examine what it does in 


Tumours, Obſtructions, the Gravel, 


Gout, Sciatica, Rheumatiſm, c. 
With what Expedition it operates in 
Diſeaſes of the Skin, and of all other 
Parts of the Body. | 
To form a right Judgment of the 
Subtility of the volatile Particles of 
Mercury, we need only conſider the 


2 J Minuteneſs of the Ramifications of 


the ſanguinary and Iymphatick Veſ- 
ſels, into which it inſinuates itſelf, 


and mixes with thoſe Liquors. . 


An Anatomift ſhew'd me ſeyeral 
Membranes, ſome of which were as 


E. 6 fine a 
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fine as a Spider's Web, whoſe Veſ- 
ſels he had injected with ſo great Art, 
that T was aftoniſh'd at his Skill and 
Patience: By the Aſſiſtance of a Mi- 
croſcope one might diſcern Millions 
of Veſſels within the Space of four 
Fingers breadth, two hundred of 
which, if put together, would have 
been ſcarce ſo big as a Hair. 

By this appears the Neceſſity of 
keeping the Humours in a fluid State, 
and with what eaſe Coagulations, Im- 
3 and Obſtructions may be 
formed. \ 
Tt: will occation no ſurprize that 
aſſert, that the ſubtile Particles of the 
Mercury penetrate into the Orifices 
and the Ramffications of the fineſt 
Tubes, if it ſhall be confider'd, that 
Mercury inclos d in a Quill ſeal'd up 
cloſe, will nevertheleſs perſpire and 
eſcape through the Pores of the Quill, 
which are utterly imperceptible. 

The Ag. Hermetica ſhews the Sub- 
tility and Lightneſs of the volatile 
Particles of Mercury; which. altho' 

1t 
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it be boiled ever ſo many times in the 
Water, and the Water be impregnat- 
ed with its ſubtile Particles, yet is its 
Weight not ſenſibly diminiſh'd. 

I have heard, tho' never made the 
Experiment, that if a Perſon keeps 
the End of his Finger on crude Mer- 
cury a good while together, holding 
in his Mouth, at the ſame time, a 
Piece of Gold; the Gold ſhall be 
tinged white, and that without any 
perceptible Diminution of the Mer- 
eury. 

Theſe are E videnees of the prodi- 
gious Volatility of Mercury, and 
that nothing but Gold can arreſt its 
ſubtile Particles; whether the Figure 
of the Pores of that Metal be diſ- 

arg. to receive it, which ſeems like- 
y,. or that there 1s a certain Analo- 
gy between theſe two Metals which 
conftrains them to ſeek and be united 
with each other. It penetrates, with 
the like Eaſe, the cuticular Pores, in- 
finuating and. communicating itſelf 


internally. It is notorious,. and it 
falls. 


4s 5 cas. — AGATE; ̃¶ ³ U ⁰˙ ꝛÄ EIT SI CAPS ˙ * TYP A I Ir II — — 


86 The Heſpital Surgeon. 

falls out but too often, that mercurial 
Applications, whether by Way of 
Unguents or Plaiſters, deſign'd for 
the Diſſolutions of Tumours, tho' in 
fmall Quantities, do raiſe Salivations, 
to the Surprize of the Prattitioner, 
who will be ſure for the future to 
make uſe of them with greater Cau- 
tion than before. 

It may be objected to me, that Mer 
cury worn about one ſhould, tor the 
fame Reaſon, produce the tame Et-- 
fect, and eſpecially fince ſo ſubtile a 
Vapour is capable of penetrating with 
great Facility. | 
It is true that it penetrates, that it 
renders the Lymph more ſubtile and 
fluid, and by conſequence occaſions - 
the Perſon to ſpit. more cafily and 
more copiouſly: I have ſcen the Ef- 
fe of it in my ſelf and- others; but 
this Evacuation is beneficial and ſalu- 
tary, and cannot be called a. Saliva 
tion. | 

This ſimple Vapour has neither 
Subſtance. nor. Force ſufficient. to op- 

pole - 
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poſe the Courſe of the Blood: It 
cannot make Reſiſtance enough. to 
ſtop the Currents of the Liquors, 
and finally to ſublime them to the 
upper Parts: It is a kind of ſubtile 

ume, which gives way without Re- 
ſtance, which penetrates the Liquors. 
without Struggle, which unites wi 
them, and follows their natural M 
tion, and which finally can never pro- - 
duce any noxious Effect. | 
On the contrary, when it is ap- 
lied externally in Unguents. or 
laiſters, it is admitted through the 
Pores into the Veſſel in Subſtance ;. 
and is then capable of oppoſing the 
natural Courſe of the Fluids, as far. 
as it extends; which in ſome Subjects 
is ſufficient to excite a Sublimation 
and a real Salivation; and this we ſce- 
does frequently happen. 
All theſe "Things ſuppoſe a Com- 
merce between the ſubtile Matter of 
the firſt Element, and the Mercury: 
1 _ touch upon this Article, becauſe - 
it is beſide my Subject. . 
: Sg te 
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It may be ſaid, that the Elevation 


of the volatile Particles of Mercury, 
which I ſuppoſe to be made in the 


Stomach, is a Sublimation; and yet 


I have ſaid that it cannot be ſublimed 
in the Body, when taken at the 
Mouth: Here ſeems to be a Con- 
tradiction.. 

The Obſervations which I have 


made on Mercury, on its Action, 


and on its Effects, when taken at the 
Mouth, could never eee me, 
that it could be ſo far ſublimed as to 


riſe up to the Head, which I call a 


real Sublimation; except in a few 


very particular Caſes; tor Example, 
that of Me. Reſſent. HT 

I only believe that its volatile Par- 
ticles may in the Stomach be ele- 
vated ſo far in the Diſſolution of the 
Pills, as to mix with that admirable 
Cream which reſults from Digeſtion, 
I mean the Chyle, ſo that they paſs 
into the Lacteals together: The Ca- 

acity of the Stomach, its Heat and 


erments, together with the fſubtile 


Liquors 


| | 
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"| Liquors with which it affociates ſym- 
pathetically, favour this Manner of 
Action. | | 

When it enters theſe ſmall Veins, 
it purſues the Courſe of the Liquors 
which they have ſuck'd in: It is then 
no longer ſuſceptible of Sublimation, 
being mixed with a Fluid which is to 
it as a Vehicle. | | 

This Objection has occaſion'd all 
| theſe Remarks, which have carried 
mea little from my Subject. 

The Criſis excited by Frictions, 
which is made by the Mouth, can- 
not be perform'd without doing a 
Violence to Nature: It is ſhameful, 
odious, painful and dangerous: It 
demands the moſt diligent Attendance 
and Precaution. To procure the de- 
ſired Benefit from a Salivation, it 
muſt be carried to Exceſs, and the 
Patient muſt be reduced to the laſt 
Extremity. If he is weak, you muſt 
curb his Flux, and in thus fvourta 
him, your End is loſt. All that you 
have done, and he has — 

| * 
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will ſerve only to make the Diſeaſe 
more. rebellious, and difficult to be 
rooted out. 

Fheſe imperfect. Cures add Strength 
and Vigour to the Virus, the Patient 
becomes diſheartned, and will not 
run the Riſque of 0 ſing himſelf 
a ſecond time to the — Bog and 
Danger of ſuch a Method; and 
ſhould the Flux be carried to ſuch a 
Pitch as is. requiſite to exterminate | 
the Diſeaſe, he is then in the utmoſt. 
Peril of ſinking under it. 

It is a Prophanation of the Mouth, 
to ſubject it to a F unction ſo diſagree- 
able, ſo baſe, and, in a Word, ſo un- 
worthy of it. 

It ſhould ſeem to me more con- 
'formable to Reaſon and Nature, to 
chuſe out in its ſtead an Emunctory | 
which. Nature has deſign'd for the 
moſt vile and abject Offices, : 

The Inteſtines and Anus have ever 
been accuſtomed to carry off the 
Filth of the Body: Reaſon points 
out the ſame Road to me when I un- 

dertake 
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dertake the Cure of venereal Diſor- 
ders with my Mercury, as likewife 
of all other Maladies which ariſe from 
Acids, the Number of which is very 
conſiderable. 

This Mercury being mixed with 
Purgatives, the whole is determined 
downwards by Stool; it being taken 
at repeated Intervals, the former Doſes 
are — to thoſe which ſuc- 


| ceed; they begin to effect a Diſſolu- 


tion and Fluidity of the Humours, 
and the ſubſequent ones do with cafe 
procure themſelves to be evacuated, 
and that conſtantly in the moſt ſalu- 
tary and gentle manner. | 


Thus is a kind of Flux by the 


Anus obtain'd, which may be pro- 
| longed at Pleaſure, and I have many 
Reaſons to believe it preterable to the 
other. 


Cure to be wrought in the utmoſt 
| Privacy, without Confinement to 


Bed or Chamber, or Reſtriction from 
| their : 


\ 


It will be found extremely com- 
' modious for ſuch Perſons as deſire a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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their uſual way of living: It will an- 
ſwer all theſe Ends, and the Cure 
will be effected without the leaſt Dan- 
ger, ina gentle and eaſy manner. 

'The evil Preparations of Mercu- 
ry, uſually given at the Mouth, and 
the ſmall Advantage accruing from 
them, have brought Salivations into 
Vogue: Thoſe who have been cured 
by this Method, have ſet forth the 
Excellency of this Remedy ; thoſe 
who have dy'd under it could tell no 
Tales; thoſe who have eſcaped a 
Cure, have thought proper to decry 
it, believing that their Diſorder was 
above the Reach of Mercury. And 
indeed the different Opinion of Phy- 
ficians concerning its Virtues, Na- 
ture and Uſe, have given birth to a 
Multitude of Doubts, and all this for 

want of knowing it rightly. 

Some praiſe, and others condemn 
it: One is for giving it crude, ano- 
ther looks upon it as a Poiſon when 
unprepar'd. It has been diſguiſed un- 
der a Multitude of Forms, yet when 

TEM "FO 


A hy * — — * 
r — 


a 
| N '® 
». Þ 1 
| 
Fl . 
A = - 
5 \ 
1 
2 1 
4 y : 
2 f 
. 
* if q 
o I ? 
"4 
fe | ' 7 
r - 
3 
7 
1 
' : 
£ 
': 
. 
7 'F: 
0 
1 e 
! 4 
* 5 
4 
; 
1 
9 
: 
} 
o 
1 
N 
. 
4 
* 
9 


The Hoſpital Surgeon. 93 


you take away its Figure and Moti- - 
on, you rob it of 1ts Force and Vir- 
tuc. 

When taken at the Mouth, in the 
Manner I give it, it drives out the 
Impurities of the Body, by the ſame 
way that the natural Filth paſſes eve- 
ry Day of our Lives. 

The Inteſtines, to anſwer theſe 
Ends without Pain, are throughout 
their whole internal Surface, lined 
with a Mucilage which defends them 
from being ſtimulated by the acid, 
1 bilious, and corroſive Matters which 
paſs through them in order to be dif- 
charged. And tor this Reaſon it is, 
that the venereal Virus, when it takes 
this Road, produces no miſchievous 
Conſequences. 

I ſhall doubtleſs be told, that the 
Bulk of mercurial Vapour which TI 
ſuppoſe to inviron the Body, mixing 
with the Air we breathe, muſt of 
neceſſity, in Reſpiration, enter into 


the Lungs. 
This 
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This is indiſputably certain and in- 
evitable; but it will there perform 
the Part of a Remedy, and a Pre- 


ſervative againſt Corruption; will 


render the Reſpiration eaſy, by di- 


viding and making fluid whatever 


was tenacious in the Lungs; and may 
be of good Service in A/hma's and 
Shortneſs of Breath, as I have often ex- 
perienced, tho' the Effect will be much 
romoted by the internal Uſe of it. 
f it ſhould happen, which 1t very 
rarely does, that the Workers in mer- 
curial Mines ſhould be ſomewhat in- 
commoded, it ſhould be confider'd 
that they do their Buſineſs under 
Ground, where the Air is extremely 
loaded with volatile Mercury, and 
that they breathe, in a Manner, no- 
thing but Mercury; that they ſpend 
their Days there, and that it is no- 


thing elſe but the immenſe Quantity 


which produces the Harm : Beſides, 
BER umbers continue their whole 
Lives in thoſe Places without receiv- 
ing the leaſt Damage. | 

e Thoſe 


—  —— 
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' "Thoſe who have no ill Apprehen- 
| ſions of Mercury, but with regard 
to the Salivation which it raiſes, ma 
lay that Fear aſide when they take xt 
as it ought to be prepar'd ; it being 
briclled and reſtrained from playing 
any ſuch Pranks, and may be taken 
for a Year together with the utmoſt 
Safety, as the Multitude of Cures 
which I have perform'd with it do 
teſtify. 
Therefore having from infinite Ex 
erience been convinced of its good 
Effects, and reflecting ſeriouſly on 
the Matter, I contrived a Syſtem by 
which I explain'd to my ſelf the Man- 
ner how theſe Conlequences were 
brought about. | 
And finally, I reſted in this Opi- 
nion, as I have already ſaid, that the 


whole Force and Virtue of Mercury 


conſiſts in its Volatility, its Figure, 
and its Motion: Whether I have de- 
termined juſtly upon the Matter or 
no, let Mercury act after this Man- 
ner, or any other, as different as you 


Can 
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can imagine, it is full Satisfaction to 
me, that I have been able to convince 
the avowed Enemies of Mercury, f 
its Goodneſs, Uſe and Virtues. F 

If my Notions are wrong, the 
whole Blame reſts upon my ſelf, tor 
T have borrowed none of them from 
any Author: If any one ever wrote 
of Mercury in the Manner which J 
have done, his Book never came to 
my Knowledge. Experience has been 
my Maſter, my Director, and my 
Guide, as well in this, as in all that 
J have hitherto, at any Time, com- 
municated to the Publick. 

I am apt to believe that no Perſon 

before me, ever made uſe of it for 
ſo long a time, and on ſo many dif- 
ferent Occaſions; and upon the whole, 
J cannot but think, that if ſuch a 
Thing as an univerſal Medicine be at 
all to be obtain'd, it muſt be from 
Mercury. . 

The Difference of Climates (for 1 
have ſent it to very remote Parts); of | 
Seaſons, of 'Temperaments, of Ages, 


of 
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of Sexes, of Diſeaſes internal or ex- 


[7 ternal, varies not the Efficacy of 


this Remedy : It produces ſometimes 
a little ſooner, ſometimes a little 
later, ſuch Conſequences as are ever 
ſalutary. This ſeems ſomewhat to 
favour the Opinion of thoſe who be- 
lieve that all Diſeaſes incident to Man- 
kind, are produced from one Cauſe : 
If this Opinion be juſt, then one Re- 


1 medy may cure them all. 


The different Effects, and the dif- 
ferent Diſeaſes which this firſt Cauſe 
or Ferment produces in us, may de- 
pend intirely on the different Diſpo- 
ſitions which it meets with in the Sub- 


jects; itſelf being ever the ſame, tho 


under a Diſguiſe or Maſque. 

Many Things concur to make this 
Difference in the Temperaments: 
The Influences which predominate 
at the time of Conception or Birth, 
Climates, Air, and Food, do all de- 
termine the Inclination, the Difj 
ſition, the Strength, the Weake 
neſs, the Virtues, the Vices, and the 
. different 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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different Qualities of the Blood and 
Humours. | 
There are Diſeaſes that are here- 
ditary; there are ſome that are pe- 
culiar to certain Countries, to the 
Land, to the Sea, to Vouth, to Age, 
which have their Singularities : There 
are Diſorders which are contra&ted | 
by a wrong uſe of natural Things, 
too much or too little Exerciſe, and | 
being accuſtomed to certain Liquors. 
About twenty four Years ago I 
was commiſhoned by my Royal Mi- 
ſtreſs to viſit M. Je Marquis de Luce, 
her Gentleman of the Horſe, at Mi- 
lan, who was dangerouſly wounded :! 
The Weather being at that Time ex- 
ceeding hot, I drank to quench my 
'Thirft for eight Days together, a 
certain black Wine of that Country, 
which being new and crude, it form'd 
an Acid in my Blood, which in four- 
teen or fifteen Days render'd the 
Lymph fo thick and ſizy, that the 
tartareous Parts of the Blood, being 
of a ſandy Nature, were ſo — 
| e 
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ed and united thereby, as to ſorm 
little Stones which I believed would 
prove fatal to me. I got quite rid of 
this Complaint by crude Mercury, 
all other Remedies proving ineffec- 
tual. 

This Sketch of a Theory, which 
Mercury gave me occaſion to offer, 
(its volatile Particles having elevated 
me quite above my Sphere) gives me 
a Suſpicion, that beſides the univer- 
ſal Ferment, which I believe is almoſt 
as old as the World itſelf, there is 
another particular Ferment produeed 
from the Mixture of ſeveral Seeds, 
which having been termented toge- 
ther, gave rife to a vicious and con- 
tagious Venom, which no Time will 
be able to deſtroy, and whoſe Im- 
preſſions are communicated from Ge- 
neration to Generation. 

The Ancients had not the leaſt 
Notion of ſach a Ferment. It eſcaped 
the Sagacity even of the great Hippo- 
crates; tho' the Leproſy, fo com- 
mon in his Days, was of this Pro- 
F 2 __ —an_ 
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duction, being according to ſeveral 
Authors, no other than an inveterate 


Tar ©; | . 

As the Seed was firſt infected with 
this Virus, ſome are of Opinion that 
the ill Impreſſion which it once re- 
ceiv'd, can never be entirely effaced, 


but that it will deſcend to Poſterity 
for ever; that it 3 more or 
leſs according to the 


iſpoſition of 
Subjects; that it is capable of being 
communicated to either Sex a Mul- 
titude of Ways, without the Viola- 


tion of Chaſtity: That it is difficult 
to meet with a Family which have 
not derived from their Anceſtors ſome 


Sparks of this Evil, which is grown 
very common ſince Mothers have left 
off ſuckling their own Children; that 
this Leaven, which lies diſguis'd un- 
der a great variety of Forms, and ſo 
frequently puzzles the Phyſician in 


his Judgment and Prognoſticks, may 


lye quiet, and be worn out in all Ap- 
romance, but that its coagulative 


ubſtance always remains; that it 
may 
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may ſpare the Father, and affli the 


Son or 'Grand-ſon: that it may be 
detach'd to the glandular. Parts, and 


continue there a long time in Repoſe; 


that certain Diſpoſitions may rowſe, 
exalt, and put it in Motion, ſo that 
it ſhall re- enter the circulating Fluids, 
and be depoſited upon certain Parts, 
producing Gouts in the Joints, Rheu- 
matiſms in the muſcular Parts, Gra- 
vel in the Kidneys, Scrophula's in the 
Glands, Cancers in the Breaft, Ob- 
ſtructions in the Viſcera, Scurfs, Itch, 


Ulcers, Leproſies, Gg. The far grea- 


ter Part of which Diſeaſes are the real 
Poſterity of the Pox. | SH. 
In ſuch a Conjecture, a judicious 
Phyſician will find it no caſy Task to 
ropoſe to his Patient the uſe of a 
— which implies ſo ignomini- 
ous a Diſeaſe, when he is well aſſur d 
that it cannot be the Fruit of his 
own Debauches: The very mention 
of Mercury, which alone is able to 
vanquiſh theſe Hydra's, will carry a 
Horror along with it: And thus is 
F-3 he 
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he deprived of a certain Relief, and 


muſt be content to put up. with. a 


mere palliative Cure. 
Thus do a great Number of afflict- 


ed Perſons languiſh out a tedious 


h between Diſcaſes and Reme- 


dies, and become incurable in the 


Experience authoriſes ſuch a Man- 


ner of Reaſoning, and at the ſame 


time ſhews, that Mercury being, be- 
yond all Contradiction, a ſpecifie Re- 
medy in the Cure of the Pox, it 
muſt likewiſe remgve all other Com- 
plaints that de pend n the fame 
Cauſe; and if the Cauſe of ſuch 
Complaints 1s capable of being de- 


ſtroyd, it is this alone that has 


Power ſufficient to do it: A great 
Number of Remedies may reſtrain 
and palliate the Symptoms, and pro- 
cure x Truce, but nothing but Mer- 
cury will eradicate the Principle from 

which they ariſe. 
What is ſurprizing in the crude 
Mercury, which I give by the Mouth, 
| 15, 
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is, that the Gentleneſs wich which, it 
acts, ſeems inconſiſtent with the pro- 
digious, ſalutary, and ſpeedy Effects 
which it produces; and that without 
the leaſt unlucky Accident, as I can 
ſincerely aver, from above three and 
| forty Years uſe of it. The like ean- 
not be affirmed of any other Medi- 
eine. 

The more the Patient takes of it, 
the more will - he find himſelf to ad- 
vance in Strength, and a good Plight 
of Body. | 

The Thing will appear very poſſi- 
ble, upon an unprejudiced; Conſidera- 
tion, that the Mercury, as J have be- 


fore ſhewn, inſinuates itſelf very 


ſpeedily into the Liquors, and ren- 
ders the Blood more ſoft, more fluid, 
and more fit to be carried and con- 
vey'd into the fineſt Veſſels, at ever 
ſo. great a Diſtance, by the way of 
Circulation, in order to communicate 
Nouriſhment to the ſeveral Parts of 
the Body; that it deſtroys without 
Diſpute, all Obſtructions and Obſta- 
F 4 cles; 
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cles; that it opens the Tubes, and 
the depuratory Canals; that it facili- 
tates and forwards the menſtrual Diſ- 
charge in Women; that it removes 
every Thing that might hinder the 
Diſtribution of the nutritious 2 
and the natural Courſe of the Spirits 
and Fluids; that it ruins and abſorbs 
the Acids which occaſion Leanneſs, 
and are the Foundation of a great 
Number of Infirmities; and that it 
brings about the Evacuation of every 
Thing that is heterogeneous and vi- 
cious, without medling with any 
Thing that is good or neceſſary. 

All theſe Things ſhew, that crude 
Mercury, uſed in my Manner, does 
no ways weaken, but ſtrengthens and 
fattens. 

"Theſe are my Notions of the me- 
chanical Action of Mercury on vici- 
_ ous Ferments, of what Nature ſo- 
ever they be; that it may be admi- 
niſtred without Danger in the moſt 
confiderable and deſperate Caſes, as 
well as in the moſt imple. For Ex- 
| ample. 
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ample. The Apoplexy and Palſy 
being produced from a too thick 
Blood, and from viſcous Humours 
ſettling in the Brain, the Mercury re- 
ſtoring to the Blood its native 
Fluidity, and deſtroying the Viſcoſi- 
ties, a free Circulation of the Liquors 
and Spirits muſt enſue; for by remov- 
ing the Obſtructions, the eſſential 
Caauſe of theſe Diſeaſes is remov'd. 
| A Cataract is cauſed by a foreign 
Matter coagulated by Degrees be- 
| tween the chryſtalline Humour, and 
the Dea, or by a Thickneſs of the 
Liquors which circulate in the Chry- 
ſtalline, cloſing up at laſt the A- 
perture of the Pupil. | 
| There is no doubt but this Diſſol- 
vent would diflipate ſuch a Coagula- 
tion, if it were apply d in time. Ke. 
A Gutta ſerena is no other than an 
Obſtruction in the Optick Nerve, 
cauſed by Subſtance of the ſame Na- 
| ture; the ſame Remedy would 1n all 
likelihood be attended with Succeſs. 
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In ſhort, all Parts of the Body, 
ſound or unfound, without Excepti- 
on, are equally penetrated by Mer- 


cury in healthful Perfons : In them it 


acts the Part of a Friend and Bene- 
factor; and to diſeaſed Perſons, it is 
a Reſtorer, a Redeemer, and a Cor- 


rector of the Cauſes of their Com- 


plaints. 

What renders it extremely agreca- 
ble; is, that during its Ufe, the Pa- 
tient enjoys a perfect Tranquillity and 
Calm; it acts without occaſioning 


any Confli& or Diſguſt. 


'T his ſhould make it ſeem proba- 


ble, that it is pleaſing and delightful 


to Nature; fince by its Means ſhe 1s 


delivered from that which oppreſſes 


her; without ſuffering any Alteration 


or Diſorder in her uſual Functions. 
There can be no greater Proof 


than this, that Nature is an Enemy 
to Violence; of which I have endea- 
vour'd to convince all young Sur- 
geons in my former Work, treating 


of the Cure of Wounds. 


All theſe 
Conclu- 


— i= ” FE] 


The Hoſpital Surgeon. 107 
Concluſions and ſurpriſing Operations 
are wrought without Force, without 
Violence, and without Noiſe; ſhe 
ſubdues every Thing without putting 
herſelf ia a Hurry; ſhe nouriſhes all 
Things, produces all Things, pre- 
ſerves all Things, increaſes all Things, 
without ſubjecting her Actions to our 
View. The prudent Phyſician ſhould 


follow her Conduct, and imitate her 


in the Cure of Diſeaſes. 

I have ſeen ſuch a Method of 
Practice purſued, with an infinite deal 
of Satisfaction, by the learned and 
judicious M. Cicognini, Counſellor 
and firſt Phyſician to her Royal High- 
nels. I am beholden to his Merit 
and to Truth, for this authentick 
Declaration, having been an Eye- 
witneſs to his Treatment of ſeveral 
Patients, whom he cured without 
giving them any Medicine, by ob- 
ſerving with great Judgment the Mo- 
tions of Nature as ſhe acted alone of 
herſelf, when the was: ſo inclined or 


able; and * * his A 
Wnen 
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when ſhe ſtood in need of it. This 
is performing the Part of a Phyſi- 
cian to the utmoſt Perfection. 

This Treatiſe, I am ſenſible of it, 
will ſeem tedious: My Subject has 
carried me beyond what J intended; 
I think however that there is nothing 
in it from which ſome Advantage 
may not be drawn. I have fallen in- 
to Repetitions through the Weakneſs 
of my Capacity, and the Connection 
of the Proofs, Reaſons, and Caſes 
which I have expatiated upon; en- 
deavouring to ſupport a Fact which 
J believed to be entirely new, with- 
out any manner of Affiſtance from 
Greek or Latin. 

I was ſenſible enough that I ſhould 
meet with Oppoſition, either from 
Envy or Prejudice, there being Per- 
ſons enough in the World who are 
ſworn Enemies to Novelties, and 
who, to ſave themſelves the Fatigue 
of exerciſing their Wits, are reſolved 
peaceably, blindly and ſupinely to 
tread in the Paths of Antiquity, 


right 
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right or 2 to applaud whatever 
has been handed down of old, and 
to condemn without Appeal, every 
Thing that is not of that Stamp. 

How, ſay they, can a poor Practi- 
tioner, without Learning or Educa- 
tion, have the Aſſurance to patro- 
nize a Remedy which the moſt fa- 
maous Authors have rejected? The fa- 
mous Feryelius rejected it becauſe he 
knew nothing of it: What precipt- 
tate Raſhneſs was this ! 
Well, ſay they, Phyſick and. Sur- 
gery have for ſeveral Centuries been 
in Pofleſlion of a great many excel- 
lent Remedies: Muſt theſe be given 
up a Sacrifice to Mercury, and that 
upon the Credit of ſome Cures which 
Chance had the greateſt -Share in ? 
Becauſe his former Work, wherein 
he attacks the venerable Oracles of 
Antiquity, was ſuffered to go unpu- 
niſh'd, does he imagine that This 
|  thall eſcape without being fitted, 
['* cenſured, and exploded? Tho' the 
| Rage: of ſuch an Outcry may be 
IE thought 
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thought ſufficient to demoliſh both 
the Author and his Syſtem, yet it 


ives me no very terrible Apprehen- 


fions: I allow that Faults eſerving 


enough of Cenſure, and likewiſe 
faulty Expreſſions may be pick'd out 
of this Treatiſe, which I did not de- 
fign for a Piece of Eloquence : Be- 


fides, the fineſt Pictures have their 


Shadows. 


Jam however in Hopes, that the 


Force of Truth, and the Reflections 
which Men of Reaſon ſhall make 
upon this Subject, will be ſufficient 
to juſtify me, and protect this Trea- 
tiſe of ee. efpecially ſince it is 
the Reſult of above three and forty 
Years Experience; that a little Time 
and a little Patience will make it tri- 
umph over its Enemies; and that 
this Remedy will, ſome time or other, 
have the Preference beyond almoſt 
all the Remedies that are in Uſe, 
—_ Good and Benefit of Man- 


When 
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When a Man is arriv'd at 70 Years 
of Age, every Day of his Lite may 
be regarded as critical, and every 
Year as climaQterical; it ſhould 
therefore ſeem to behove me to keep 
my Preparation and Compofition of 
eren no longer a Secret; eſpe- 
cially, ſince in my former Work I 
gave the World a kind of Promiſe 
that I would communicate it one 
Day or other. That Day is not yet 
come : The Rigour of the Times, 
and the conſiderable Loſſes I have 
ſuſtain d in my own Country, have 
been the Means of poſtponing it. 

My Family may find a comforta- 


dle Subſiſtence from it, and it may 


be as a kind of Recompence to them 
for being deprivd of the Benefit of 
my Labours for many Years toge- 
ther. To them I leave both it, and 
the Completion of my Promiſe, 
when they ſhall think it er; for 
I would not have the Publick always 
remain without this Advantage. 


Reflection 
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Reflection and Experience com- 
pell'd me to fall into the Opinion of 
Magatus, with Regard to the Cure 
of Wounds; and I believe moſt Peo- 
50 might be brought over to the 
ame Sentiments: Be it as it will, I 
ſhall have perform'd no little Matter, 


if I have been able to perſuade Man- 


kind, that crude Mercury may be N 


adminiſtred to great Advantage, with- 
out Danger or Fear; that this ſimple 
Metal, without Taſte and. without 
Smell, may ſupply the Place of a 
whole Heap of diſguſtful Medicines, 
whoſ: Effects are uncertain, and 
oftentimes uſeleſs and pernicious ; 
and that ir preſerves the Body and 
Spirits in Health, and prolongs youth- 
ful Vigour. | 

Thoſe who may ſuſpect that I have 
exaggerated upon the Matter, in my 
Report of the Virtues of Mercury, 
may, if they pleaſe, give themſelves 
the Trouble of Reading the follow- 
ing Letters, = 


'They 


] 
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They were written by two famous 


Profeflors of Phyſick : The firſt by 
M. Goffe, Doctor of Phyſick in the 


City of Chiere: And the reft by M. 
Mauc heti, Doctor of Phyſick, and 
Phyſician to his Eminence, the Car- 


dinal Pico de la Mirandola; the one 


| ſent from Boulogne, and the reſt from 


Rome, giving an Account of what 
this Remedy perform'd upon this 
learned Phyſician, on his Brother, 
and on other Perſons to whom he 
gave it with good Succeſs. 


Cbiere, Auguft 12, 1721. 

« Should have done my ſelf the 
I « Honour, Sir, to anſwer your 
« obliging Letter before now, but 
« that I was firſt deſirous of obſerv- 


ing the Effect of the Pills which 


« you ſent for M'. la Comteſſe Buſ- 
« quet; TI am aſhamed that I have 
« been ſo dilatory ; but I intend, by 
« way of Recompence, to give you 
« an Account of the happy 3 

that 
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c that attended your Medicine, which 


«.we: admigiſtred according to your 


= a ep „ FTIO| 
« I am to acquaint you then, in 
« the firſt Place, that the Lady is 


e perfectly freed from the cruel Pains 


« which: tormented her: for above four 
« Months. 
„ We have made uſe of the Re- 


6 medy about fifteen Days; ſhe had 


« not taken four Doſes before her 


„eins entirely left her; ſhe ſtirs 
« herſelf _ and that with the 


« greater Pleaſure, as ſhe had been, 
“ ever ſince ſhe was firſt confin d to 
“ her Bed, obliged to lay on her 
« Back. 

After the ſeventh Doſe ſhe got 
« out of Bed, and fhe now walks 
«. with Crutches. 

„The Medicine purged her with- 
« out the leaſt Pain, yet ſhe voided 
& 2: prodigious. and amazing Quan- 
« tity of Water, by the Effect of 
“ theſe excellent Pills; at which ſhe 
&« is. ſo ſurpriz'd, and 1o well pa 

« that 
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& that ſhe is for continuing them on, 
« notwithſtanding the Heat of the. 
« Seaſon. 3 | 
« If you think well of it, I be- 
j © lieve it would not be amiſs to ſend 
« her to Aquy, to coupe there 
« what your excellent and admirable 
« Remedy has ſo happily begun. 
« Monf. and Mad'. e Comte, ſend 
C you a thouſand Compliments and 
4 Thanks, and pray you to preſent 
« their humble Duties to her Royał 
« Highneſs. For my own Part, I 
« am charm'd with this good Suc- 
« ceſs, and beg you to believe 


« me, 
Oe. 
This Letter was faithfully tranſ- 


lated from the Italian into French - 
The Lady found ſhe had no need to 


go to Anuy. 


The 
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The tran/lated Copy of a Litter written | 


by M. Mancheti, Doctor of Phy- 
fick, &c. to M. Cicognini, Coun- 


 ſellor and firft Phyſician to her Rigs | 


gb. 
18 1 


« obliged me to walk with a 
« Stick, you were very much in the 
<4 Right ; but I am to inform you 


« that I have felt nothing of it for 
< five and thirty Days paſt ; This I 


« attribute to M. Bellofle's excellent 
“ Pills, which I took to my very 
” oreat Satisfaction. 


„ One of my very particular 
« Friends had a Fiftula in Ano for 
« ſix Years together: It came of it 


« ſelf, and open'd without Pain; 3 bo 
« was externally about as big 


* Pea, and - charged itſelf 15 "he 4 


« Orifice. gave him the ſame 
„Pills, and in a ſhort Time he found 


cc himſelf 


F you fancied that the Gout 


2 2 2 1 * a. a a A A A - A 


The Hoſpital Surgeon. 117 

« himſelf perfectly cured. On this 
Account I have order'd 48 Livres 1 
« for three Ounces of it, which I beg 
« youtoſend me. It it is not here by 
© next Sunday, I muſt entreat you, Sir, 
« to give your ſelf the Trouble to ſend | 
« it me to Rome. My Brother, I | 
thank God, is pretty well, though p 
« he has ftill ſome ſmall Remains of | 
„his Palpitation, but not ſo much 
« as to incommode him. I was 1 
« of Opinion that antypocondriac | 
« and I beat Medicines might be } 
e ſerviceable to him; but on the | 
| © contrary, his Symptoms were ſo {| 
„ much aggravated by their Uſe, 4 
„that he was forced to lay them a- 1 
« fide. I ſuſpected a Sizineſs of the 

« Fluids, and that he might have 
e ſome Polypus s; which inade me 
« fancy that M. Belloſtes Pills would 
« be the only Remedy for him: I 
| © prevaild upon him to take them, 
i, © though the Seaſon was pretty cold, 
r“ and he continued ſo to do till all 
| © his dangerous Symptoms left him : 


« His 


— —— 
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« His Belly is now reduced to its na- 
„ tural Size, and his Complexion is 
« very good. I wrote to M. Bel- 
6 lJofte, whom I entreat you to ſalute 
in my Name. 


I am, Sir, &c. 
MANCHE TI. 


4 Letter ſeut me by M. Mancheti, 
of the gth of October, 1723. 


« HE very worthy and cele- 
4 brated M. Cicognivi has gi- 

« yen me, Sir, ſuch Aſſurance of 

« your goodneſs, that I preſume to 

« offer you theſe Lines in Teſtimo- 

ce 

c 


ny of the Obligations and Thanks 
which both my Brother and my 
« felf owe you, although we have 
c not the Honour to be known to 
« you: We have experienced, each 


« fit from your wonderful and moſt 
excellent Pills; the Price and Va- 
| 6 me 


« of us, an equal Effect and Bene- |, 
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( ſye of which cannot be confin'd 


« to a Louis d'Or a Grain, if we re- 
« pard their Qualities. - Yet I ſhould 
« be glad, Sir, it, tor the Benefit 
« of Mankind, you could a little © 
« moderate the Price of them. I 
« have wrote to M. Cicognini, who 
« will take care of the Quantity you 
« ſhall think fit to ſend me; and I 
C entreat you to ſend Directions a- 
« long with them, and to let- me 
„ know in what Diſeaſes they ma 
« be given, and how long they will 


„keep. We ſhall ſet out the End 


« of this Month for Rome with his 
“Eminence: I ſhall always be ſure 
« to retain a due Value and Eſteem 
« for you, and a Readineſs to ſerve 
« you: At preſent I intreat you to 
believe me, Gc. e 


MANCHETTI. 


6 
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Au Extras from another Letter of the 


ſame M. Mancheti, of the 14th of 
January, 1724, from Rome, to his 
good Friend M. Cicognini. 


Sir, that ſome Days 1ince I 
« felt a treſh Attack of the Gout ; 
« my Legs being ſomewhat tiff, 
«and my Feet in Pain, which was 
« more than I had felt for four 
« Months before. I took forthwith 
« a double Doſe of M. Belloſte's Pills, 
« which is a whole Dram; and to my 


« 1 MUST acquaint you, dear 


* great Surprize, the Operation of the 


« Medicine was not over, before all 
« my Symptoms were gone. I cannot 
« give too great a Character, either of 
« the Remedy, or its Author, whom 
« I beg you to falute in my Name; 
« I ſhould be heartily glad, could I 
« be of any Seryice to him here 
„having not Power to expreſs the 
“ great Obligations I owe him, Esc. 


The 
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The Encomiums which M. Mau- 
cheti gives of this Remedy cannot be 
„ He is a very skilful and 
Pp icious Phyſician, and he could not 

e ſilent about the good Effects which 
this Mercury wrought on his Bro- 
ther, who by means of it was en- 
tirely freed from a dangerous Diſeaſe, 
as likewiſe upon himſelf, who in 
another Letter of February 24, ſeems 
to flatter himſelf that he ſhall no 
more be troubled with the Gout, 
which afflicted him ſo much before, 
and kept him confin'd to his Cham- 
ber for Months together; adding that 
ſince he began to make uſe of my 
Medicine, he has had only one ſmall 
Fit, which laſted him but one Day; 
and that he ſhould be glad to know 
if this Remedy may be employ'd in 
a large, hard, and inveterate ſcir- 
rhous Tumour. 328 

I return'd him Anſwer forthwith, 
that he might. boldly venture upon 
the Uſe of it, not only in this, but 
in all other Tumours; that within a 

Month 
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Month paſt, I had under my Care 
a Gentleman of Diſtinction, well 
known to M. Cicognini, who had 
a very bad Sarcocele, accompanied 
with a Hardneſs of the whole Tongue, 
yet both theſe Complaints were cured 
with great Expedition, without any 
other Remedy; that M. Bouillon, 
Profeſſor- Royal in our Univerlity, (F 
had ſent him to me; and that the 
ſame very learned Phyſician had long 
ſince made Tryal of it in other very 
difficult Cafes, to his entire Satis- 
faction. | 

Having had no Opportunity of 
ſaying any thing about a Polyprs in 
this Treatiſe ; and theſe Letters from 
Rome having been ſent after I had fi- 
niſh'd it, I thought it would not be 
amiſs to ſubjoin ſomething concern- 
ing the Cure of Dr. Manc heti's Bro- 
ther; becauſe I think I have luckily 
fallen upon ſomething which I may 
call a new Diſcovery. 
The Pohpus is an Excreſcence of | 
Fleſh, which takes its Name from its 
Figure ; 
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Figure; it reſembling a Fiſh that is 


ſo calld. It is engender'd from an 


acrid, tenacious, viſcous Blood, which 
circulates very ſlowly ; this gives oc- 


caſion to the acrid and acid Humours 
to excoriate the Orifices of certain 
Veſſels, and at the ſame time, to 
thicken the nutritious Juice which 
flows for the Suſtenance of the Parts, 
and mixing with the other viſcous 
Liquors, forms F.xcreſcences, which 
take Root where the Excoriations be- 


gan, and which take the Figure of 


the Places or Cavities in, which they 
are formed: In the Heart, the Veſſels, 
and the Noſe, they are long, round- 


ed, or flat; and in the Scrotum they 


conſtitute a round Maſs which is 
call'd Sarcocele. Thus theſe Maladies, 
though they go under different 


Names, are all of one and the fame 
_ Nature. | 


Experience having convinced me, 
on a Multitude of Occaſions, that 
my Mercury cures theſe Sarcocele's, 
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the ſame Remedy muſt likewiſe cure 
the Polyprs, whereſoever it be. 

It is not difficult to conceive how 
this ſhould be: It deſtroys the acid 
and acrid Humours, and renders them 
fluid: Their Thickneſs is the effi- 
cient Cauſe of theſe Diſeaſes ; and 
the Caule being remov'd the Symp- 
toms ccaſe. : 

It liquifies and reſolves all unnatu- 
ral Unions; by the former of which 
Properties it hinders the Progreſs of 
a Diſeaſe, which might otherwiſe in- 
ereaſe, and occaſion the Perſon's 
Death; and by the latter it deſtroys the 
Tumour, and acts upon the Excreſ- 
cence, as it docs on Scirrhus's, glan- 
dular Tumours, and Obſtructions. 

Finally, To put an End to this 
Treatiſe, which 1s already too long, 
though I find it's difficult to finiſh it 
on the Account of the new Proofs 
which continually offer, I will add 
this ſhort Reflection, without abuſing 
my Reader's Patience any longer. 


Eyery 
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Every one is ſenſible that all Coun- 
tries abound with a great Number of 
People of no Service to the Commu- 
nity, who are kept at a conſiderable 
Expence in Hoſpitals, on Account ot 
ſeveral real and pretended Infirmities, 
which their Manner of Living, either 
in Lazineſs, or in Fatigue and Miſe- 
5 has brought upon them, who paſs 

or incurable, and are really ſo 1 2 
lait, for want of uſing the only Re- 
med which is capable of curing them 

ſpeedily, and with ſinall Expence. 
Crude Mercury taken at the Mouth, 
would clear the Hoſpitals of them all, 
and re-eſtabliſh Numbers of ſlothful 
Vagabonds in a Condition to work ; 
who under a Pretext of certain Ma- 
ladies, which they induſtriouſly che- 
riſh and prolong till they become 
contagious, inte whole Cities and 
Countries, and extort Alms, which 


they apply to evil Uſes. 
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A gextle and eaſy Method of re- 
ducing the Inteſtine when it is 
fallen into the Scrotum, with 


a Ktrangulation in the annular 


Perforation of the Peritonæum, 
and of a Sarcocele. 


1 having been objected to me, 
that in my former Work I treat- 
ed too ſuperficially of the Deſcent of 
the Inteſtine into the Scrotum: 1 
thought my ſelf obliged to handle 
that Matter more at large in this; 
although I have already written a Let- 
ter to my celebrated Tranſlator M. 
Sancaſſauy, firſt Phyſician to M. le 
Duc de Guaſtale, by way of Anſwer 
to one of his, wherein he deſires my 
Opinion in a Caſe of the like Nature, 
which was treated in the ordina- 
ry Way, namely, with Emollients, 
m_ was attended with very bad Suc- 
ceſs. 


Although 
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Although I repeat here, what I 
wrote in very great Haſte, yet the 
Reader will meet with ſome Obſer- 
vations which I had the Leiſure to 
make ſince, and which I efteem of 
great Conſequence. Without troubling 
my ſelf to define the ſeveral Kinds of 
Hernia's, which every Surgeon ought 
to be familiarly acquainted with, I 
ſhall confine my ſelf to that one Sort, 
where the Inteſtine falls into the Scro= 
tum, with a Strangulation in the Rings 
of the Peritonæum, which is often ac- 
companied with a Volvulus, and a 
Mortification of the Scrotum, which 
bring on ſpeedy Death, and this in my 
Opinion by an indiſcreet Uſe of Emol- 
lients, and hot, reſolutive, and care 
minative Fomentations: With regard 
to this Complaint, as well as all 
others wherein Surgery may have 
any Concern, the Structure of the 
Part aggrieved, the Nature of the 
Grievance, the Symptoms and Prog» 
noſticks ſhould be well underſtood, and 
then proper Remedies ſhould be choſen 
tor the Cure. G4 The 
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The Serotum has Parts containing, 
and Parts contain'd. | 

The containing Parts are the Mem- 
branes, the Teguments, and the 
Muſcles. 5 | 

The Muſcles are two, call'd Cre- 
maſteres, or Suſpenſorij, which have 
their Origine from the fleſhy Extre- 
mity of the Obliquus aſtendens. 

The Membranes are the Albuginea, 
which is fix'd to the Tefticles, and 
the Vaginalis, which ariſes from the 
exterior Membrane of the Peritonæ- 
um, and forms a kind of Sheath. 

The Muſculi ſuſpenſorij dilate them- 
ſelves, and form another kind of 
Membrane, which makes me apt to 
believe, that all the Fibres of this 


Membrance are ſo many little Muſ- 


cles, which nevertheleſs are Organs 
without any voluntary Motion, as 
well as the Cremaſteres : The com- 
mon Teguments are the laſt of the 


containing Parte. + 


The contain'd Parts are, the ſper- 


matick deſcending, preparing, and 


ejacu- 


* 
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ejaculatory Veſſels, the, Nerves, the 
lymphatic Veſſels, and the Teſticles. 
All theſe Veſſels, together with the 
Nerves, do paſs through a Producti- 
on of the Peritoneum in the Form of 
Scabbards, or large Canals, which as 
IT have already ſaid, are continued 
down to the Scrotum. There being 


then in each Groin a kind of Ring, 
.or Perforation of the Peritoneum, 1t 


is the Dilatation or Rupture of one 
of theſe Rings which torms that kind 


of Hernia: which is called Enterocele, 


the Inteſtine falling down into the 


Scrotum. Sometimes it ſhdes down 
by flow Degrees, and exceeds not a 


moderate Size. And there are ſome 


who have had this Complaint tor very 
many Years together, without any 


great matter of Inconveniency attend- 


ing it; it being eaſily enough reduc'd.. 
But when ſome Violence precipitates 
the Inteſtine into the Scrotum all at 
once, and in a conſiderable Size, the 


Caſe is then very diſmal, and no 
time muſt be loſt. 
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The Effort of the Fibres in the vio- 
lent Extenſion which they ſuffer from 
the prodigious Bulk of the Scrotum, 
and which are fix'd at their Origine 
and Inſertion, which are contiguous 
to each other, and ſurround the Rings 
of the Peritonæum, being in a man- 
ner dragg'd, do occaſion ſo ſtrict a 
Ligature and Compreſſion at the Per- 
foration, through which the Blood- 
veſſels and the Nerves paſs, that a 
Mortification enſues in a very little 
Time, without Pain or Inflammation, 


and 3 Privation, and for 


Want of a Remedy. 

As this Mortification is not pre- 
ceded by any diſtinguiſhable Symp- 
tom, which always happens in Mor- 
tifications of other Parts, it is next to 
impoſhble to foreſee it, or avoid it, 


and the Death of the Patient always 
gives the Surgeon great Surprize and 
Confuſion, having often Recourſe to 
the Operation, which ſerves only to 


Haſten the End of the afflicted Per- 


ſon: Now the Thing required is a 


Way 
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Way of taking off the Strangulation ; 
for till that be done, it will be im- 
poſſible by any Means, to return the 
nteſtine into the Abdomen. _ 

The Method which I have ſeen 

actiſed in all Places where I have 

een, is to uſe Emallients : I ſhall 
now make it appear how far this Mer 
thod is detective, as likewite how in- 
ſignificant all Attempts are to return 
it by the Hands, by way of Com- 
preſſion. 1 

Emollients are Remedics which are 
made uſe of to ſupple, relax, and 
ſoften. 

In the Scrotum, whereinto the In- 
teſtine is fallen, there is nothing to 
be ſotten'd, for the Inteſtine is diſtend- 
ed with nothing but Wind: If it 
ſhould be imagined that it contains 
Excrements, which it is very difficult 
to believe, they muſt needs be very 
fluid to be able to paſs the . of 
the Peritongum. But be they ſolid 
or fluid, what good can be expected 
from the uſe . They © 
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can ſerve to no other Purpoſe, but 
to procure a ſtill greater Deſcent both 
of Wind and Excrements, ſince by 
they muſt 


Part, and ſo increaſe its Size and Ca- 
pacity : The more the Part is diſtend- 
ed, the more will the Pores be 
2 and the Air will get in with 
Eaſe, and inflate the Inteſtine as far 


-as the Purſe which holds it will per- 


mit, and the Strangulation will be in- 
creaſed in Proportion as the fize of 
the Scrotum is augmented, 

Wounds of the Adomen, through 


which the Inteſtines force themſelves, 


ſhew us, that as ſoon as the Air once 


touches them, they enlarge to ſuch a 
Size, that we are obliged to proceed 
to the Operation, and likewiſe to 


make Punctures in the Inteſtines, to 
diſcharge the included Air.. 


 "Fis therefore without any Foun- 
dation that Emollients are made : uſe 


of, where it is not the Buſineſs either 
to allwage, relax, or even to molli- 


fy ; 


— 
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fy; for this Sort of Tumours is not 
painful; the Surgeon's whole Inten- 
tion conſiſts in diſlodging the Inteſ- 
tine, and making it to re- enter the 
Abdomen. 5 TER 

Of all the Parts of the Body there 
is none which is more eaſily ſtretched 
or contracted, than the Scrotum; it 
is a Sort of Characteriſtic of the 
good or bad Diſpoſition of the Body: 
In Diſeaſes and Indiſpoſitions it is re- 
lax'd, and in Health it is purſed up 
and contracted; continued Labour 
and Fatigue will cauſe it to be relax- 
ed, by a Sort of Exhauſtion of 
Strength; but it ſhrinks up again 
_ Reſt, or the Contract of cold 

ir. 

It appears then as has been ſaid, 
that the Muſcles of this Part are not 
like the other Muſcles of the volun- 
tary Organs, being no other than a 
kind of Membrane which invelops 
the Scrotum like a Purſe; it is parti- 
cular in its Kind, and compoſed of a 
Multitude of ſtraight and hollow Fi- 

| bres, 
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bres, which have the Springineſs of 
ſo many little Muſcles. I ſhall take 
Occaſion hereafter to explain the Me- 
chaniim of this Springineſs, accor d- 
ing to the Notions I have conceiv'd 
o 
brick and Nature of the Part, and 
having rejected as pernicious, the uſe 
of Emollients, I am now to ſpeak of 
the Method which I have followed 
and practiſed above five and thirty 
Years, and always with Succeſs. 

I was diſcouraged from the Uſe of 
Emollients, and undecciv'd by the 
fad Effects which I ſaw them pro- 
duce; after which I conſidered that 
the hot Fomentations commonly made 


uſe of in the Cure of theſe Diſorders, 


ſerve only to dilate the Veſſels and 
Tubes, which carry the Blood and 
Liquors, thereby augmenting their 
Size,. and driving the Humours thi- 
ther. 5 
I conſiderꝭ d, that when a Part is 
under the Circumſtance of an Atro- 


phy, tis common to foment it, to 
chaff 


it. Having thus ſettled the Fa- 
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chaff and rub it, that ſo its Pores 
may be open'd, and the nutritious 
Juice imbibed. 

I have obſerv'd, that all Endea- 
vours to reduce the Inteſtine by the 
Hands, when the Scrotum is extreme- 
ly large, ſerve only to bruiſe the Part, 
and increaſe the Size, for this Ma- 
nagement is a ſort of Friction. | 

became then of Opinion, that to 


cure this Complaint, it was neceſſary 


to act the Counterpart of all this; 
and that Aſtringents, or Things ex- 
tremely cold, might produce a fa- 


vourable Effect. 


There are few People who from 
their own Experience, can be igno- 
rant that the Scrotum is relax d in a 
hot Seaſon, and that cold Air, or 
any other cold Thing, does unme- 
diately cauſe it to contract and be knit 
up together. | 

When therefore I am called in 
Time, I ufe Aſtringents of the firft 
Claſs, ſuch as Allum, Galknuts, 
Biſtort, Bark and Flowers of Pom- 

95 granates 
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granates, Cy preſs-nuts, Sal Armoniac, 
in Smith's Forge-water, or in rough 
Wine mixed with a little Vinegar; 
theſe being bruiſed and boiled toge- 


ther, I apply the Decoction, rather 


cold than hot, with a new. Spunge. 

But, as no Time is to be loft in 
theſe Diſorders, and ſince whilit the 
Remedy is preparing, a Mortification 
may come on, by the Compreſſion 
and Ligature which is made upon the 
Veſſels, it will be neceſſary to apply 
with all Expediton, either Spunges, 
if they are at Hand, or double Linnen 
Cloths dipp'd in the coldeſt Water 
that is to be had, or Ice if it can be 


procured, may be made uſe of whilſt 


the Remedy 1s getting ready. 
I have oftentimes found that cold 


Water alone would ſuffice, but in 


caſe the Reduction was difficult to ac- 


compliſh, it would then have been 
neceſſary to have recourſe to Aſtrin- 
gents, though I never found my ſelf 


under this Neceſſity. If cold. Wa- 


ter be apply'd, it muſt be always 


changed 


lapſe. 
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changed before it grows warm on 


the Part. | | 
The Patient ſhould be fo ſituated, 


that his Head and Body ſhould fall 
backwards, and the Part affected, as 
likewiſe the Thighs, be elevated: 
The Preſſure made on the Part ſhould 
be very moderate. : 
He ſhould uſe no other Suſtenance 
but good Broths and Wine at pro- 
per Intervals. | e 
He ſhould not be placed in a 
Chamber that is too hot, before the 
Reduction be compleated. II 
If the Diſorder be attended with 
Pain, and there be Symptoms of a 
Plethora, yet Bleeding, in this Caſe, 
is uſcleſs, as arc likewiſe Purges and 


* 


Clvſters. . 


A good Ligature will be neceſſary 
after the Reduction; for want of a 
Truſs or Bandage, which ſhould be 
_ on Day and Night, the Patient 
will be continually liable to a Re- 


J ſaid 
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I ſaid, when I am called in Time ; 
or if the Strangulation has continued 


* y Time, as a Day — Inſtange, the 
art will certainly be gangreen'd, 


5 


1 the Surgeon and his Remedy will 


#altho' there be no external Mark or 
|[ Application of it: In this Caſe all 


Applications are infignificant, and} 


both be ſure to be condemn'd, tho 
in Reality, neither of them are cul- 


the Patient's Death 
If what I have conceived of the 
Mechaniſm of Aſtringents be juſt, 
which I ſhall leave to the Deciſion of 
the Learned, I ſhall not be backward 
in explaining it —_ to the ſmall 
Light I have of the Matter. Ir is 
the Property of hot 'Things to dilate, 
and the Property of cold Things to 
contract: Now be they Aſtringents, 
or be it cold Water that is apply'd, 
both the one and the other muſt oc- 
caſion a Contraction of the Fibres in 
the whole Part: This Contraction 
produces a Preſſure upon the Blood- 
veſſels, 


pable, or _ ways contributing to 


| 
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veſſels; and eſpecially upon the Ar- 
terics, and the Veſſels being thereby _ 
diminiſh'd in Size, the Blood, the 

Spirits, and other Liquors, receive a 
Shock, which forces the Blood to 
mount with a great Velocity into the 
ſuperior Veſſels, and the more ſub- 


tile Parts of the Liquors, together 


with the Spirits, are puſh'd with Ra- 


pidity, and ſo enter the Canals which 
are neareſt at Hand, and fitteſt to re- 


ceive them. Where theſe neareſt Ca- 
nals are the hollow Fibres of the 
Membrane, or of the Muſcles if you 
pleaſe, which have Anaſtomaſes with 
the Veſſels, they become tumid, re- 
plete and ſhortned, in the leaſt Space 


of Time; and the Scrotum diminiſhes 


diſcernibly in Size, and knits up; the 


Ligature at the annular Perforation 


is relaxed, and the Inteſt ine, Deng | 
preſs'd by a Multitude of ſmall Mul- 


cles, whoſe Force is continually in- 


crealed as they ſhorten in length, 
muſt give way to the Preſſure, and 


The 


I 
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The Expedition with which this 
Reduction is affected, is really fur- 
prizing: What makes me believe till 


diſtended with Spirits, or ſomething 
like them, in this quick Repletion, 
is that the Liquors could not enter 
the ſmall Cavities but in a much lon- 
ger Time. 

If a Perſon will give himſelf the 
Trouble to conſider this Operation 
mechanically; he muſt compare each 
Muſcle to a Hand which is clench'd, 


a Mulritude of others which are con- 
tig uous to each other, and join their 
Forces, and at one and the ſame 
Time, as with a general Confent, do 
all equally ſhorten and endeavour to 
recede from their Origins and Inſer- 
tions. They form a kind of Purſe 


which contracts every where alike, 


and that continually ' and equally. 
If one conſiders all theſe Things, 


it will not be difficult to conceive 
| how Nature produces ſo ſalutary and 


ſo 


more and more, that the Fibres are 


and which is aſſiſted and ſupported by 


rr 
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ſo ſurprizing an Effect, when ſhe is 


properly aſſiſted. | 


It is likewiſe worthy of Obſerva- 
tion, that the dragging upon the an- 
nular Perforation, or the Production 


of the Peritouzum, by which the 


Nerves and Blood-veſſels are in a man- 


ner tied up, is occaſion'd by the Di- 


latation, and violent Tention of the 
Membrana vaginalis, which is a Con- 
tinuation of the Peritonæum, in which 


the Inteſtine is lodged: That this vio- 


lent Tenſion cannot happen without 
pulling downwards the Peritonæ um, 
which by compreſling the Inteſtine, 
puſhes 1t more and more into the 
Scrotum That the Fibres of that 
Membrane of the Scrotum called Cre- 


maſler, by the violent Dilatation 
which they undergo, being drawn 


downwards, cauſe a very ſtrong Com- 
preſhon upon all the Veſſels which 
paſs the annual Hole, which mult 


oOccaſion a Contuſion, a Tumult of 


the Spirits, and finally, an Inflamma- 
tion and Gangrene of the Parts com- 
preſs'd. : That 
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That the firſt Intention ſhould be to 
correct the Symptoms: That the 
Application of cold Things and Aſ- 
tringents, is the moſt ready and cer- 
tain Remedy which can be made uſe 
of, provided it be done in Time. 
What has been ſaid hitherto muſt 
evince the Neceſſity of unbinding, 
diſengaging, and opening the Paſ- 
ſage through which the Inteſtine is to 


be reduced, and point out the Reme- 


dies and Means which may be de- 


pended upon, as likewiſe thoſe which 
would be unprofitable and pernicious ; 


ſhewing at the ſame time, that thoſe 
which I have recommended are ſup- 


ported both by Reafon and Expe- 


rience, and that the Method which I 
would have rejected, is an old trite 
Path, which Reaſon diſdains to tread 
in, and which leads to a pernicious 
End. | 

For, in ſhort, what Foundation is 
there for the Uſe of Emollients ? What 


is it that wants ſoftening ? Is it the 
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In my Tract of Wounds in the 
Breaſt, I relate a Converſation which 
I had with M. Eliot, firſt Surgeon 
to the King of Portugal. After a 
ood deal of Talk on various Sub- 
jets, we happen'd to ſay ſomething 
of the Deſcent of the Inteftine into 
the Scrotum, and I begg'd him to in- 
form me of his Manner of reduc- 
ing it. 
He told me ingenuouſly, that when 
his Hands prov'd ineffectual in get- 
ting it back into the Abdomen, that 
then he had recourſe to Emollients. 
I repreſented to him the Miſchief 


and Uſeleſneſs of this Method on the 


Reaſons which I lay down here: I ex- 
plain'd to him my own Manner, and 
my Remedies, together with their me- 
chanical Action, which he liſtened to 
with Attention : He took in my Rea- 
ſons ſo fully, and found them to be fo 


well grounded, that he confeſs' d him- 


ſelf to have been hitherto in the 
wrong; and told me that it gave him 
no ſmall Degree of Confuſion to per- 
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ceive that he had been ſo long igno- 


ſo rationally ſupported. 
But it may urged, that there 


may be Excrements fallen into the 
Scrotum, Which it will be expedient 
to mollity. | 
Though I deny that this can poſſi- 
bly happen, yet tor once TI'l ſuppoſe 
it ſo, and that they may be ſoftened 
by Emollients; what Advantage 
will be obtained by all this? 
The more liquid they are render'd, 
the more Space will they take up; 
and fo the Size of the Scrotum will 
be augmented, and conſequently the 
Strangulation, and the Ligature; the 
Excrements ſtill remaining in the 
ſame Place. | 
I always did believe, and I am ſtill 
of the ſame Opinion, that it is ut- 
rerly impoſſible that any Excrements 
ſhould pats into the Scrotum in a De- 
ſcent of the Inteſtine: "The Pailage 
is too ſtraight, ant} the Size of the 


Inteſtine is but over ſuificient to fill 
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it abi conſidering that it is already 
poſſeſs d of the Veſſels which lead to 
7 the Tefticles, | 
In order for Excrements to paſs 
| through the Ring or Production of 
the Peritoneum, it is neceſſary that 
it ſhould be rent, or torn open, which 
cannot happen but from ſome exter- 
nal Cauſe, I mean by a Solution of 
Continuity made with ſome ſharp In- 
ſtrument. 
If only the Quantity of a Hazel- 
nut of ſolid or fluid Excrements be 
in the Inteſtine, it will be ſufficient 
to hinder its Deſcent, by forming a 
kind of Button, which, reſting wpon 
the Ring, will be an Obſtacle to the 
Fall, and if the Inteſtine be fallen in- 
to the Sergtum, it is then impoſſible 
that any Thing at all ſhould paſs the 
Ring; for the Fibres of the Mem- 
2 branes, in lengthening, draw down- 
2 wards, and ſo clofe up the Ring, and 
Z occaſion, in a very ſhort Time, a 
Ligature which intercepts the Blood 
700 Spirits in 1 Paſſage; and 
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this is the immediate Cauſe of the 
Mortification. TD 

Some one may perhaps averr that 
he has ſeen ſuch a Thing: I can be- 
lieve it too; but then it muſt be at- 
. ter the Patient's Death, when the 
Sphacelus ſhall have occation'd a De- 
cay of the Parts affected, the Ring, 
as well as other Parts of the Bod 
being alſo in a State of Relaxation 
after the Separation of the vital 
Principle: In this Circumſtance, the 
Excrements may be convey'd into 
the Scrotum, the Paſſage of the Auus 
being occluded. 

Finally, to cloſe up this Treatiſe, 
which 1s longer than i defign's it, if 
one would attempt the Reduction of 
the Inteſtine with - Succeſs, it will be 

reviouſly neceſſary to reſtore the 
laſticity which thoſe ſmall Muſcles 
have loſt; for it is thoſe alone to 
rang the Glory of the Cure will be 
ue. 
No Remedies but cold Appli- | 
cations and Aftringents can produce 
” | LE this 
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this Effect, by giving them their for- 
mer Vigour. 

The Diſorder which I have now 
been treating about, leads me to the 
Sarcocele, which happens alſo in the 
Scrotum, and oppretles the Teſticles. 
This is likewiſe generally managed 
with Emollients; and I can't ſay, but 
they may be more convenient here, 
than in the former Caſe, eſpecially at 
firlt, by exciting a gentle Perſpiration 
on the Part. | 

But let it be conſidered, that they 
are the Veſſels which carry the nutri- 
tious Juice, whoſe Orifices are re- 
laxed and dilated by ſome external 
Cauſe, as a Stroke, a Fall, Over- 
ſtraining, Bruiſes, or venereal Diſ- 
orders. a 
That theſe Juices are extravaſated 
between the Membranes; that if the 
Extravaſation continues, the Tumour 
muſt increaſe ; that it is not painful, 
becauſe the Humours which run out 
at the Part are neither acrid nor vi- 
tiated; that it is only the Quantity 
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of them, which, by diſtending the 
Membranes, and compretiing the 
Part, is capable of Ja. - 


cfh, which is the Reafon why 


it is called Sarcocele. 


I believe therefore that an Aſtrin- 


gent, applied forthwith, would be of 


more Service than an Emollient, to 
contract the Orifices of the dilated 
Veſſels; and by cauting an Expreſſi- 


on upon the Part, to give a retro- 


uors, and ſo reſtore with eaſe the 


grade Motion to the overflow ing Li- 


Elaſticity of the Fibres, and procure 


them the Solidity which was laſt be- 


It is very certain, that if the Parts 
of our Body could always retain their 
natural Elafticity, that then there 
would be no Extravaſations; it is 
alſo moſt true, that they are not re- 
laxing Remedies which are capable 
of reſtoring it when it is loſt. 
In. a Word, if the Sarcogele be of 


long continuance, and the Tumour 


large 


ucing Senſi- 
bility and Pain; tor it forms a kind 
of 4 | 


| 
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large and hard, nothing but Diſſolvents, 
taken internally, and applied to the 
Part will be eapable of deſtroying it; 


and this Conduct 1 have uſed with 


conſtant Succeſs in ſuch Complaints. 
As to the [liac Paſhon which comes 
on upon a Deſcent of the Inteftine, 


which is accompanied with a Stran- 


gulation; it muſt be conſider d that 
the Ligature which is made at the 
Ring of the Peritonæum, cloſes upon 


the Inteſtine in ſuch a Manner, that 


the animal Spirits, Which move in the 
circular Ftbres, as in a Tube wound 
round the Inteſtines, meer with an 
Obſtacle which hinders them from 
continuing thetr Road downwards, by 
the periſtaltick Motion, and they are 
turned back by a kind of Repercuſ 
ſion : They move upwards, and fo 
produce the antiperiſtaſtick Motion, 
which brings on the miſerable Symp- 
toms of the Miac Paſfon:: When this 
Diforder happens without the Deſcent 
of the Inteſtine, the ſame animal 
Sptrits meet with Obftacks m the 


H 3 ſame. 
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ſame circular Fibres, which produces 
the ſame Symptoms for the ſame Rea- 
ſons: But in this Caſe it will be the 
beſt way to adminiſter a pretty con- 
ſiderable Doſe of crnde Mercury, as 
two, three, or four Pounds, to be 
{wallow'd by the Mouth: Nothing 
is ſo well adapted to reftore the pe- 
riſtaltick Motion, and appeaſe the 
Jumult of the Spirits: It is the only | 
* falutary Remedy that can be thought | 
on: I can with Truth aſſert that it 
never once fail'd me. | 
A Captain at Briangoz was brought 
to the utmoſt Extremity by this cru- 
ciating Diſorder ;, he was beyond all 
; Hopes ot Recovery, and had taken 
| ſeveral Medicines to no manner of 
/ Purpoſe: I made him ſwallow two 
/ Pounds of crude Mercury, though 
his Phyſician oppoſed it; upon which 
his cruel Pain ceaſed forthwith, but 
the Mercury remained in his Body 
fix whole Win, which determined 
me to give him two Pounds more: 
However it came away of itſelf, with- 
* 8 | out 
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out occaſioning one bad Symptom 
during the whole time of its ſtay in 
the Inteſtines: Once at Pignerol I 
was obliged to give it as far as five 
Pounds, to drive out three Pounds 
that would not ſtir of itſelf, and the 
Patient was perfectly cured, without 
perceiving any Inconveniency from 
this large Quantity of Mercury. This 
may ſerve to undeceive thoſe who are 
ſcrupulous of giving Mercury in this 
Manner; for I have been in many 
Places where I have ſeen Patients pe- 
riſh for want of making uſe of this 
only ſalutary Method. . 5 
To come to a Coucluſion then, 
the Sarcocele is a fleſhy Excreſcence, 
which my Diſſolvent ſoftens and diſ- 
ſolves; and it never faild to do ſo; 
which induces me to believe, that 
the ſame Remedy muſt produce the 
fame Effect on Poh Hs, whether in 
the Heart, Noſe, or other Parts of 
the Body, ſince theſe are fleſhy Ex- 
creſcences like the Sarcocele, produced 
by an Abundance of nutricious Juice 
H 4 which 
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which has cfcaped out of the Veſſels 
that were to convey it; and which, 
according to the Places whetetn they 
ate formed, take different Shapes: 
As in the Scrotum they are round, in 

the Heart and Noſe they are long 
and fſlender: In the Heart they have 
a continual Freedom to diſcloſe them- 
felves: From the contractile Motion 

_ bf the Heart this ſoft Fleſh is mould - 
ed into a flat long Shape; and in 
the Noſe it puts on the exact Figure 
of the Noſtfils: I have known thefe 
Pojyprs's deftroy'd by a long and 
ſlender Diet, by which the Patients 
were in a manner exhauſted. 

But crude Mercury judiciouſly ad- 
miniſtred, will put an End to them 
with more Eaſe and more Expedi- 
tion, for the Reaſons which I have 
alledged with regard to Shirrhys's 
and Tumours. 


of 
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Of Trjeftions, 


| AM perſuaded, Sir, that when: 
ai „„ 
ü you enter'd upon the ſtallau I rank 

ation of my Book, you well knew 
that hs had engaged in a trouble- 


ſome Task; which gives me a Fond- 
neſs. to imagine that the Thing has 
really ſome Value in it; and I am the 
more induced to purſue this Conceit, 
becauſe it has had the good Luck to 
paſs through five Editions in Holland, 
and 1s tranflated into the German, 
Portugueſe, and Spaniſh Tongues, 
which I think a ſufficient Alternative 
tor the cold Reception it has met with 
in my own Country, 

I am the leſs aftoniſh'd at this, 
when I reflect, that the very Name 
of an Author is horrible to thoſe 
whoſe Sentiments he oppoſes, and 
whoſe Practice he condemns. = 
Yet I haye not bound any Man 
down to an implicit Belief of my O- 
pinions; this would be ſo unjuft a 


H 5 Piece 


| * 
154 The Hoſpital Surgeon. 
ſt Piece of' Tyranny as no one ſhould 
( ſubmit to. But on the other Hand, 
| to hold out obſtinately againſt both | 
Reaſon and practical Experience, 0 
without bringing any Reaſons or 


Proots at all, favours in a high De- 
gree of ſtubborn Malice. I come 
now, Sir, to the Fact which is the 
Subject of this Letter, leaving thoſe 
Gentlemen to their Repoſe, which 
they'll be ſure to cheat themſelves of, 
as often as they attempt to diſturb 
that of their Neighbours. I was a 
tew Days, ſince in a Conſultation, 
where it was ſtreruouſly maintained, 
that the Uſe of Injections was both 
beneficial and neceſſary in deep 
Wounds, cavernous Abſceſſes, S- 
nus's, Fiſtula's, &c. for as much as 
they mundify, and clear, and correct 
the ill Quality of the Matter and Pus, 
and by waſhing it away, hinder the 
Alteration which the containing Parts 
would ſuffer by its ſtay. Fine and well 
ſounding Words! Cant of the old 
School! Mere golden Dreams! 

| I have 
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The Hoſpital Surgeon. 155 
I have ſaid before, that Prs is an 


Extract of the Blood and the nutri- 
tious Juices; and that ſuch as is the 


Blood, ſuch will the Pas be. 


Tf the Blood be well condition'd, 
the more laudable and baltamick will 
it be, and will the ſooner bring 
Wounds, Abſceſſes and Ulcers to a 
perfect Cure. | | 

If in this Caſe, an Injection of any 
Sort be made uſe of, it will dilute 
this Balm, weaken it, and alter it, 
ſo that it ſhall loſe all its balfamick 
Virtue, and become unuſeful and per- 
nicious. 

By moiſtening the Orifices of the 
ſmall Tubes and Veſſels, which lye 
open throughout the whole Extent 
of the Cavity, they will be ſoftened 


and relaxed, and ſo their Elaſticity 


and Firmneſs will be deftroy'd; whence 
will enſue an involuntary Oozing of 
the Liquors which they contain, and 
which before they were able to retain ; 
and the- Conſequences of all this will 

1 be 
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be an extravagant Suppuration, and 

a tedious Cure. 8 | 
It the Oozings laſt any Time, the 

Blood will be robbed of irs Fluidity, 


and the Patient will be extenuated and 


exhauſted. The more any thing is 


moiſten'd, where a Reunion is in- 


tended, the leſs will it incarnate. In- 
jections will diſſipate the Spirits with 
which the animated Parts are replete, 
and carry off with themſelves that 
Balm which only and alone is able to 
reunite the ulcerated Parts. | 
The Injection, by dilating the Con- 


fines of the Cavity into which it is 


forced, incteaſes the Solution of Con- 


tinuity, and if it be ſuffer'd to remain 
in the Cavity, which is uſually done 
by ſtopping its Orifice, it inſinuates 


itſelt into the Interſtices of the Muſ- 
cles, and occaſions Sinus's And the 
Liquor being incloſed quite hot, it 


rarefies and diſſolves the Blood, and 
ſtimulates, irritates and produces 


Pain. 


The 
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The larger the Size of the Cavity 
is, with the leis Difficulty will the 
Air have acceſs to it, and this is ſuffi- 
cient to bring about Alterations, 
Coagulations, Diſſipations, Corrup- 
tions, Oc. | 
When, after the Injection has re- 
main'd for a while in the Cavity, it is 
diſcharged out again, and the Air ſup- 
plies its Place; add to this, that by 
{queezing the Part, to prevent any _ 
Thing trom remaining behind, the 
Fibres are bruiſed and mangled, which 
will end in their Suppuration : I have 
| ſeen this Method practiſed many a 
time, much to my Uneafineſs and 
the Patient's Injury. If the Blood 
be ill conditioned, the Fleſh will be 
ſoft and flabby, the Part weak, and 
the Fibres without Elafticity. 
When an Injection is thrown in, 
whether it be into a Wound, or into 
an Ulcer, meeting but with little Re- 
fiſtence, it will penetrate, lacerate, 
make Caverns, and rob the Part of 
that little Quantity of Heat and Spi- 
PET rits 
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rits with which it was comforted be- 
fore, without being capable of cor- 
recting in the leaſt the ill Quality of 
the Liquors: In this Cafe the Senſa- 
tion of the Parts is obtunded, and 
the Inſenſibility is ſtill increaſed by 
the Injection; the whole Member or 
Part being in the greateſt Danger of 
falling into a total Putre faction. 

The Liquor which is ſyringed in, 
and the inceſſant Oozing of Matter, 
turn down the Extremities of the car- 
nous Fibres, ſo that they lye one upon 
another, grow. fleck, hard, and at 
laſt form a Callus. Thus are ſinuous 
and fiſtulous Cavities produced. 

Theſe Cavities are always large 
and deep, and their Orifices narrow 
and ftraight; this Accident is inevi- 
table where the Tent is made uſe of, 
and I may venture to ſay it ſeldom 
1 without it. 

am ſo far convinced of this, that 
ever ſince I have thrown them aſide, 
J have never met with a Cavern or 
Sinus; nor a Bag in Abſceſſes, 
Wounds, 
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Wounds, or Ulcers, notwithſtanding 
Fevers and the ill Habits of Body 
which the Patients were: under: 
Which makes me conclude, that theſe 
Accidents ariſe, not from particular 
 Temperaments, but from a bad Man- 
ner of Dreſſing. 

Theſe, Sir, were partly the Rea- 
ſons which. I premiſed, in the Diſpute 
I was obliged to enter into; but ſuch 
is the Force of Cuſtom, that they 
met with a very ſmall Share of Ap- 
probation... 

The ſame Reaſons which prevail'd 
upon me to abandon Tents, deter- 
mined me likewiſe to baniſh Injecti- 
ons out of my Practice. One can- 
not in Truth diſcard the one without 
diſcarding the other; for by diſuſing 
the Tent, you prevent the Bags, Sinus's 
and Caverns in which. Injections ſeem 
neceſſary. According to my own Way 
of dreſſing, in whatſoever Part of 
the Body the Wound be, I never 
make uſe of them; they are not only 
uſeleſs but pernicious. If the _ 

— 
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fice be ſufficiently enlarged, nothing 
can ftay behind, and the natural E- 
laſticity of the Parts will be able to 
drive out every thing that is naxious 
and ſuperfluous, which will be no 
ways impeded in its Paſſage, having 
ſo free an Out-lct. | 
In large Abſceſſes T follow the fame 
Method. When the opening is ſuf- 
ficiently large, and all the Contents: 
are evacuated, the Parts which be- 
fore were forced one from another, 
will begin to approach, and by unit- 
ing will cauſe a gentle Compreſſion, 
fufficient to ſqueeze out the Matter 
which remains in the Fleſn, which 
will ooze away inceſſantly through 
the Out-let which is not ſtuffed up = 
any foreign Body. This gentle and 
natural Mechaniſm makes room for 
the Balm: of the Blood, which in a 
ſhort Time conſtitutes. a new Range 
of Fibres, and repairs the Loſs which 
the Parts ſuffer d through Diſtention, 
Putrefaction and Suppuration. 


Such 
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Such is Nature's way of Working, 
when the is not indifereetly moleſted 
in her Operations, E235 
Theſe Reaſons, and this Practice 
are applicable to all external Difor- 
ders where Surgery has any thing to 
do, without a tedious Enumeration 
of Particulars. ES 
If Facts and Examples are capable 
of convincing, I refer to the firſt 
Paris Edition of my former Work, 
Pag. 50, 209, 268, and 272. And 
Pag. 50, 216, 275, and 278, of the 
ſecond Edition. — 
J cannot without a Degree of Me- 
lancholly, call to Mind the m 
wounded Perſons which I drets'd in 
my youthful Days, being in the King's 
Hoſpitals in Germany in 1675, 1676, 
and 1678, at which time I, like other 
Folks, made uſe of Tents and In- 
jections, by which all my Cures were 
olonged, and accompanied with 
ains, and ill Symptoms which often 
reduced me to the fad Neceſſity of 
Amputating, which might have been 
avoided 
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| avoided by leaving off this cruel Me- 
| thod. Nothing was more common 
than F/iula's happening to thoſe 
| whoſe Breaſts had been waſhed with 
N theſe unworthy Injections, and were 
ll We afterwards fo cruel) ! bung'd up. 
j On the offer hand, I bleſs the 
d. | Day which undeceived me, and put 
. me out of Conceit with Tents and 
Syringes, and gave me the Idea of 
ſuch a Chirurgery as is gentle and 
without Cruelty; which ſpares both 
Life and Limbs, and cures without 
_ 1Hazard, Fatigue, or Pain. 

I could not, Sir, refrain ſending 
yqu this ſhort Narrative, diſcovering 
to you, like a Friend, the Bottom of 
my Heart, which 1s every Day more 
and more ſenſibly touch'd with a high 
Eſteem of you; as I diſcern in you 
a Sympathy that favours my Method, 
and will protect my Work: I can- 
| not ſay that any one of my other 
l Tranſlators have acted ſo generous a 
Part, when I call to Mind vour Care 


1 to enrich it with learned Reticxions ; 
F the 
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the fine and numerous Productions of 
your Capacity, the eloquent and ju- 
dicious Replies which you have made 
to my Adverfaries, and the conſidera- 
ble Expence which all this has occa- 
ſioned you. | 
Theſe are unqueſtionable Proofs 
of your Leal, and of the Charity you 
entertain for your Neighbour. And 
they are no leſs Marks of your diſ- 
cerning Judgment: Your Eyes could 
at once diſcover the Goodneſs of this 
Method, and you finiſh'd the Tranſ- 
lation without being ſollicited to it- 
by the Author. I knew nothing of 
the Matter till I was ſurprized and 
charmed with it, and it has laid me 
under the Obligation of being invio- 
lably, EFT 


Sir, &c. 
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Of the Wouxps of Docs, 
which are cured by Licking. 


: MONG the Objections Which 


1 have been ſtarted upon the 


different Cireumſtances which I ob- 


1 ſetve in the dreſſing of Wounds; 
l ſome learned Profeſſors in Hay have 


written to my celebrated Tranſlator 
M. Samcaſſani, that T would lay it 


* down as a Maxim, that Air was a 
„ - "Eapital Enemy to Wounds: How- 


17 fürtes-of the | of 5 f y 
Tete, Was cough to deſtroy my O- 


Pinion. | 
M. Sancaſſani advertiſed me of this 
in Writing. He was willing to have 


other Profeſſors, who all agreed in 
their Anſwer, which may be ſcen in 


( q | : his. 


likewiſe the Sentiments of ſeveral | 


| 
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his Magatus, a conſiderable Work, 
which treats entirely of the Cure of 
Wounds according to my Method. 
In it will be inſerted ſeveral Letters 
of mine, being Anſwers to ſeveral 
Queries which were ſent me. I be- 
lieve they are already in the Prefs, 
and therefore J ſhall here give only 
the Anſwer which I ſent him, to the 
Queftien in Debate, with a few Ad- 
ditions which I have made to it ſwice. 

By way of anfwcring the Query 


the Wounds of Dogs, which aze 
cured, notwithſtanding they are e 
poſed to the Injuries of the Air, by 
bare Licking; let me have the Ho- 
nour to tell you in the firſt Place, 
that Jam by no means of the R. Fa- 
ther Cabso's Opinion, tho” I am un- 
willing to wage War with him upon 
that Score; which yot I think I might 
ſafdly do. T ſhall content my folf 
with anly obſerving to you, what to. 


me ifeews highly probable. The 


Sattnels, which is ſo very gemarkable 
_— 
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on the Tongues of Dogs, ſhews the 
Nature of the Humour which || 
moiſtens them, according to all Ap- | 

arances, drawn likewiſe from the | 


fects which it produces, it muſt be 
imagined to be an oily, ſoft, and 


balſamick Liquor, prepared in the 


papillary Glands, Fibres, and Pores 


of the Tongue, which is the Seat 


and Organ of Taſte, and in Dogs is 


of a particular Structure, whereby it | 


filtres this oily Juice, which is the 
only Specifick tor the Cure of Wounds 

in theſe Animals, as likewiſe of other 
Diſorders that happen to their Skin. 
Now, when they lick their Wounds, 
which they do very trequently, they 
{ſmear and cover them over with this 
oleous Humour, and conſequently 
defend them from the Injuries of the 
Air, which cannot penctrate through 


this Oil, which being at the ſame 


time of a very balſamick Nature, their 
Wounds muſt be heal'd very ſoon, 


as they are guarded from the Injuries 


of the Air, and from foreign Bodies. 
That 


| 


J — 
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That Oil is in a Manner impene- 
trable to Air, there are very ſenſible 
Proots. 


When Wine is to be tranſported 


from one Country to another in Glaſs- 


bottles; to defend it from the Injury 
of the Air, tis cuſtomary to pour in 


a little Oil, which reſting on it in 
the upper Part of the Neck, keeps 


it from altering, or growing eager. 


This cvidently ſhews, that Air 
cannot penetrate Oil. If a Worm 
be voided from a human Body, and 


does yet retain both Life and Mo- 
tion; paſs but a Feather dipp'd in 
Oil, over its Body, and it dies in a 


Moment; the Oil ſtopping up the 
Chinks which are ſcatter'd all over 
the Surface of the Body in great 
Numbers, and obſtructing the Inlet 


of the Air which is neceſſary to the _ 


Creature's Reſpiration. 
Thoſe who have well examined the 

Structure of Worms of the human 

Body, never met with a Reme- 


dy that would deſtroy them with 
greater 


' 
| 
| 
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which is leſs porous, and leſs pervious 
to Air than any other: This the Pain- 
ters are very ſenſible of, who have 
found by Experience, that Colours 
mixed up with Nut- oil, will retain an 
unalterable Luftre tor ever. Nature, 
in lieu of Reaſon, has furniſh'd brute 
Animals with an Iuſtindt which 
teaches them what will be of help to 
them in their Preſervation, and to 
this is annexed a kind of Induſtry ; 
as in Dogs, which whea they happen 
to be wounded in ſuch Parts as the: 
cannot reach with their Tongue, lick 
their Paws, and rub them trequent!; 
over the yJ-= Parts, and fo 
cure them : They muſt certainly have 
fome Knowledge of the Benefit and 
Vivtuc of their Saliua. | 
It may be objeettcd to ame, that Oil 
is fo far from contributing to the Cure 
of Wounds, that it is commonly 
made ufe of to prevent Reunion ; 
as in order to keep the Orifice of the 
Vein open in Blceding, tis uſual 42 
ip 
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dip the Point of the Lancet in Oil; 
this is beyond diſpute: But let the 
ſame Oil be boil'd with Wine, to a 
total Conſumption of the Wine, the 
remaining Oil will be found to be a 
very powerful and balſamick Vulne- 
rary: In like manner the Oil which 


enxſudes from the Tongues of Dogs, 


is extracted from their Blood, pre- 
pared, ſtrained and filtred in the 
Glands; by which it is ſo far ſubtili- 
ſed and purified as to become an ole- 
ous Balſam, capable of healing not 
only the Wounds and Ulcers of Dogs, 
but likewiſe Wounds, and chancrous 
and cavernous Ulcers oft human Bo- 
dies. e | 

I am of Opinion, that if we would 
take the Pains to examine attentively ' 
the Nature of the various Juices 
which are prepared in Animals, we 
ſhould find there would be hardly one 
without a Remedy always at hand, 
ſufficient to cure its own Wounds : 
And that every Animal carries in it- 
ſelf a ſpecifick Balſam for this Effect: 

a I Men 
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Men have Ear-wax, which is a thick 
Oil; and an excellent Balſam to cure 
their Wounds. 125 | 

Spittle, Urine, and even the Sweat 
of ſound Perſons, are not without 
their Uſe and Merit: The Excre- 
ments of Animals have a volatile Part 
of excellent Service in the Cure of a 
great Number of Maladies. 

Thus you perceive, Sir, the Drift 


of my Notions : If I can reaſon juſtly, I 


think I prove ſufficiently the Uſeleſs- 
neſs of 'Tents, and the Goodneſs of 
the Method which I publiſh: Wounds 
of Animals which are not mortal, 
are cured by the ſole Aſſiſtance of 
Nature, without being attended with 
any bad Symptoms; which happens 
not to Man, through a Multitude of 
uſeleſs. and pernicious Circumſtances, 
old and falſe Maxims, and Obſtinacy 
of Surgeons. Theſe are Misfortunes 
which ariſe from 8 in bad Milk, 
and neglecting the Purſuit of Truth. 


Finally, If neither a ſmall Share of 4 


Rhetorick, nor a long Train of Ex- 


perience, 
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rience, have the Power of Per- 
Fran: Hoop ſhall be conjured up 
again; he ſhall make the Beaſts give 
the Hiſtory of their Cures, and tell 
us the Means they make Uſe of to 
accompliſh them with ſo. much Faci- 
lity; and then theſe Men will be 
confounded at their own Errors and 
Ignorance: That ingenious Slave, 
of glorious Memory, ſhall put the 
obſtinate Herd to the Bluſh. 
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Of penetrating Wounds of | the 
Breaſt. 


Saucaſſany, Counſellor and 
+ firſt Phyſician to M. le Duc 
ae Guaſtale, who took the Pains to 
| tranſlate my former Work into Ha- 
lian, under the Title of Chiron in 
Campo, wrote to me ſome Years ago, 
| that M. Viti, Profeſſor of Phyſick at 
Peruge, had taken a liking to my 
Method of dreſſing Wounds without 
Tents, excepting thoſe of the Tho- 
rax, which as he would have it, 
could never be brought to a Cure 
without the uſe of Tents. 

LI return'd an Anſwer to theſe Gen- 
tlemen, which though it was written 
in haſte, yet my Reaſons were re- 
ceived, and approved of: I was diſ- 
ſatisfied at the immethodical Way in 
which my Letter, through haſte, | 
was penn'd, and have ſince looked it 

over, taking away ſome Things, and 

adding 
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adding others of greater Importance, 
*till at laſt T thought twould be the 
beſt Way to write it over a- new, 
that it might be of ſome Service by 
way of Inſtruction to young Sur- 
geons. 6 


The Method I choſe to obſerve in 


this Tract, is, to dittinguiſh pene- 


trating Wounds of the Breaſt into 
three Sorts. | f 
To ſhew how they are treated ac- 
cording to the ancient Method; and 
To ſhew how they are treated ac- 


cording to the Method which Expe- 
rience has taught me. 
The firſt, by Gun-ſhot, paſling 
into the Lungs. 
The ſecond, by ſome Tnftrument 
cutting and penetrating likewiſe into 
the Lungs, the Blood iſſuing out at 
the Orificc. 
The third, opening only the Ar- 
tery, or the Vein lying in the chan- 
nelling of each Rib, with an Hemor- 
rhage, made likewiſe with a keen In- 
ftrument. 
3 | Let 


ty both at its going in, and at its 


Hall's Paſſage for ſome Days toge- 
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Let us imagine then a Ball to have 
paſs'd through the Breaſt, and to 
have pierced the Lungs : In this Caſe 
it muſt make. a Solution of Continui- 


going our. 2 
When it paſſes into the Lungs, it 
cauſes a Contuſion in the whole Tract 
of its Paſſage, as alſo a Diſorder 
among the Veſſels and the Fibres, ' 
which by its Activity and Motion it 
doubles down one upon another. 

It is this doubling down of the Fi- 
bres, which is the Cauſe that this 
ſort of Wounds is not 2 | 
attended with any Hemorrhage, which 
has made ſeveral Authors beheve that 
the Ball in its Paſſage, forms an Ef- 
carr. This Opinion I have oppoſed 
in a little Tract by itſelf. 

But, when the Courſe of the Blood 
and the Liquors have been ſtopped 
throughout the whole Extent of the 


ther, at laſt the more ſubtile Parts of 
the Liquors do find a Vent, and ſo be- 


gin 
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gin to mollify the Fibres which are 
doubled down; and the Motion of 
the Blood endeavouring to recover 
its Courſe, finding but a very ſmall 
Reliſtance, relieves by Degrees the 
Fibres ſo doubled down, and then the 
Orifices of the ulcerated Veſſels di- 
late, and diſgorge both Blood and 
Lymph into the Patlage : This is 
what happens upon that which is im- 
ones called the falling off of the 
Eſcarr. 

This iſſuing out of Blood and 
Lymph will be greater or leſs ac- 
cording to the Size of the Ball, and 
of the Veſſels that are wounded. 
But be it more or be it leſs, it is al- 
ways depoſited in the Paſſage of the 
Ball. If then the Orifices of ſuch 
Wounds are bung'd up with "Tents, 
all that ſhall be depoſited in this ſmall 
Space will be detain'd there, com- 
preſs'd, and agitated by the continual 
Motion of the Lungs. 

It the Lungs adhere to the Ribs, 
as it ſometimes happens, theſe Mat- 
| I 4 ters 
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ters having no way to eſcape, and 
continually encreaſing, will occaſion 


a Tenſion and Weight upon the 
Lungs which muſt hinder Reſpira- 
tion. Here the only way of reliev- 
ing the Patient will be to dreſs him 


often, and fo to drain off the abun- 


dant Matter; this gives great Encou- 
ragement to the Surgeon, as well as 
Relief to the Patient. 


If the Lungs do not adhere, all a 
that is depoſited in the Paſſage, and 


all that eſcapes the Veſſels will be 4 


lodged upon the Diaphragm ; which 
when it amounts to a certain Quan- 
tity, the Spring in this Part will be 
in a Manner deſtroy'd, and Reſpira- 


: tion be render'd extremely difficult: 
And to giye the Patient Eaſe, it will 


be neceſſary to evacuate all the extra- 


. vaſated Matter by dreſſing. In this 
Caſe, whole Porringers full will be 


diſcharged, to the great Aſtoniſh- 
ment of the Surgeon, and Joy of 


the Aſſiſtants, who perceive the Pa- 
tient to breathe - very freely after 10 


bene=- 
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# beneficial a Dreſſing, But in this 


Caſe, as well as in the foregoing, the 


Wounds being dreſs'd with "Tents, 


the Quantity of the Matter encreaſes 
abundantly every Day, and becomes 
a Torrent which carries off all the 
Humidity of the Body, and kills 
the Patient by exhauſting him. It is 
eaſy to diſcern that the Prs, or the 
Liquors which eſcape out of the open 
Veſtels, by continuing in the Paflage 


from the Time of one dreſſing to 


that of another, muſt all this while 
be in a State of Fermentation, Al- 
teration, or Corruption, being ftopp'd 
in by Tents. | 

'The Subſtance of the Lungs being 


2 contracted and compreſs'd at every 
# Inſpiration, muſt occaſion a Fee 


ous Extravaſation of the Liquors, 
for the Canals or Orifices of the Veſ- 
ſels are dilated, relaxed, and altered; 
if then the Lungs do adhere, as I 


1 have ſaid, either the Patient will be 
fuffocated, or he mult be dreſs'd very 


often. 
a 15 The 
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The more frequent the Dreſſings 
are, the more abundant will the Mat- 
ter be; for beſides that which is ex- 
pre ſod out of the Lungs, it muſt be 
conſider' d, that Tents being very 
contiguous to the Parts, the Tubes 
which occupy the whole Extent 
whereto the Tent 1s contiguous, do 
moiſten it, filtering their Liquors 
through the ſaid Tent: Whoever 
doubts of this, may examine Tents 
new extracted, and they ſhall find 
them ſoak'd through and through, 
be they ever ſo thick or ſolid. 

'The. inconvenient and fatiguing 
Pofition in which one is obliged to 
place the Patient at the time of each 
Preſſing, to let the Pus run out when 
the Wound is any thing high, added 
to theſe abundant Evacuations, is fi 
ficient to exhauſt the Man, and en- 
tirely extinguith his vital Strength. 

Frequent Dreſſings and Tents have 
alſo another Inconveniency accompa- 
nying them, which deferves Reflexi- 
on: F mean the Acceſs of Air 1 

t 
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the Lungs, tor I have always look'd 
upon it as the capital Enemy of 
Won of the Head, the Breaſt, 
the lower Belly, the Articulations, 
and the nervous Parts. | 

Air however enters into the Lungs 
when they are not wounded, as well 
as when they are wounded, by way 
of Reſpiration. 5 

But then it paſſes the Mouth and 
the Noſtrils, it is prepared by the 
Palate, it glides along a Canal of a 
conſiderable Extent, I mean the A 
pera Arteria, it depoſites all its acid 
and acrid Intermixtures in the humid 
Parts of its Paſſage, and in the Bron- 
7 chie; it is filtred, prepared, and de- 
purated, before it arrives at the ulce- 
rated Lungs, and ſo it can do them 
no Miſchief: i 

On the contrary, it refreſhes, 
comforts, and vivifies them, when 
there is no foreign Body in the Or- 
gans of Reſpiration, and the Lungs 
are dilated and contratted without 
any Unealineſs ; 'tis then, that, by 
I 6 this 
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this laſt Motion, they ſqueeze out 
whatever might be ſtopp'd in the Paſ- 
fage, and thus the Wound is cleanſed, 
and diſpoſed to Re- union, which 
will be brought about ſoon, provid- 
ed Nature be left to act at Liberty, 
and proper Aſſiſtance be given her 
when ſhe wants it: Air, entering the 
Breaſt through the Overtures of 
Wounds, produces a quite contrary 
Effect. | _ 
It ruſhes in unalter' d; upon taking 
away Tents, the Lungs dilating them- 
ſelves in Inſpiration, do pump in the 
external Air which enters the Breaſt 
with Rapidity, and afterwards when 
the Lungs contract themſelves in Ex- 
piration, the Air which enter'd by 
the Trac hea, mecting with that which 
was ſuck' d in at the Wound, a Strug- 
gle between them enſues, and the 
wounded Perſon is in danger of being 
ſuffocated; but I ſhall ſay no more 
about this Accident, which, though 
it happens not always, yet it ſome- 


times may. 
When 
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When the Air is got into the Ca- 
vity through the Wound, it muſt of 
neceſſity be expell'd out again as the 
Lungs are fill'd with Air, but this 
being impoſhble to be effected with 
the ſame Expedition that it entered, 
enough will remain behind to occaſi- 
on Diſſipations, Alterations, Coagu- 
lations and Inflammations of the 
Pleura This Membrane, the Te- 
guments, the Muſcles, and the Sides, 
are often afflicted with the Malady 
which we call a Pleure/ie, by the bare 


Action of cold Air, when the Pores 


are open: What Miſchiets then may 
it not produce, when being not only 
cold, but crude and loaded with A- 
cids, it is contiguous to all theſe Parts 
at once, without any Thing to inter- 
cept it; this happening twice every 
Day ? | | | 

It appears then, that by the Uſe 
of Tents, Air muſt be introduced in- 
to the Cavity, which by degrees pro- 
duces inſuperable Symptoms; they 


likewiſe bung up the Matter from one 
js Preſſing 
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Prefling . to another, which Space of 1. 


Time in a Part ſo warm as the Breaſt, 
is ſufficient to render the Pus eager, 
which mult cauſe a Stimulation upon 
the Fibres of the whole Part where- | 
in it is contain'd: This Stimulation 


brings on a Contraction, the Con- 


traction a Stop, and the Stop, where- 


by the Courſe of Liquors is inter- 
rupted, brings on an Inundation of 
Blood and Lymph; then follow Im- 
poſthumes, Corruption, Inflamma- 
tion, and ſometimes Mortification. 

In a Word, the Retenſion of the 
Matter alters the Fleſh, makes the 
Bones carious, and engenders Worms 
which irritate and gnaw the Fibres, 
thereby occaſioning exquiſite Pains, 
and continually enlarging the Size of 
the Cavities that contain them: The 
End of all which will be either the 
Death of the Patient, or an incurable 
Fiftula. 

It is not to be expected that the 
Matter pent up in the 'Cavity, can 
get out at the Orifices of the Wounds; 

they 
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they are 4; +40 cloſe with Tents 
kept tight by Dreſſings and Ban- 


dages; and it is only at the times of 
Dreſſing that the Patient can be, for 
gz a very ſhort Time, reliev'd of the 
Inconveniency of the foreign Body. 


The Succeſs which attends another 
Manner of Dreſſing, conſiſts not, as 
is vulgarly imagined, in any Ceremo- 


nies or ſuperſtitious Forms of Words: 


It is entirely owing to ſucking the 
Wounds, whereby Blood, and other 
Juices that were lodged within, are 
drawn out, and every thing is clear- 
ed away which might corrupt in the 
Cavity, and conſequently — 
left behind which can prevent a Re- 
union. | | 
Penetrating Wounds of the Breaſt, 
made with a keen Inſtrument, when 
dreſſed with Tents, are for the gene- 
rality attended with the like Succeſs, 
and the like Accidents, becauſe the 
ſame Method muſt work the fame Et- 


fet; however they are more eaſily cur'd 


than the foregoing, as I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew. Wounds 
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" Wounds made with a cutting In- 
ſtrument, are accompanied with He- 
morrhages, occaſioned by opening 
the Blood - veſſels \ which are ſpread 


over the Sides: Theſe Hemorrhages, Þ 


though they would be otherwiſe of * 
no great Conſequence, do yet bring 
on great Inconveniencies, if the | 
Wounds are dreſs'd with Tents. 
Theſe Wounds which are not at- 
tended with any weight or difficulty 
of Breathing, are at length affected 
with theſe two Symptoms trom an in- 
diſcreet manner of Drefling. | 
When a Tent is put into a Wound 
of this Sort, it is eaſy to perceive, 
that by dilating the wounded Parts, 
it will keep open the Orifices of the 
Veſſels, through which the Blood and 
the Lymph perpetually iſſue out; 
that they muſt be poured upon the 
Tent, which will be moiſten'd there- 
with, and from its oblique Polition 
within the Cavity of the Breaſt the 
Liquors will filtre through it, and 
continually be dripping trom its Point 
upon 
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The Hoſpital Surgeon. 185 
upon the Diaphragm, occaſioning a 
Weight there which is remov'd at 
each Dreſſing, and is miſtakenly ima- 
gined to proceed from an Ulceration 


of the Lungs. As long as this Me- 
F thod is continued, the Dripping will 
F laſt, the Fluid be exhauſted, and the 


Patient conſumed, or at leaſt he muſt 
put up with an incurable Fiftala, 
through the daily Friction of the 


Tent upon the Fibres, which are 


cauſed. to unite, and form a Callus by 
being doubled back -and preſs'd- one 
upon another: And to ſay the Truth, 
Fiftula's are not to be look'd upon as 
Matters of Indifference, for they 
will infallibly bring the Patient into 
a languiſhing Condition, and ſhorten 
his Days. 47 a rb i ods 5 
If we would carefully examine in- 
to Nature, we ſhould find that ſhe 1s 
never idle, but is always anxiouſly 
employ'd in repairing the ſeveral Da- 


mages which may accrue to Mankind 
by the various Accidents of Life; 


that in the. Cure of Wounds, ſhe very 
induſ- 
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induftriouſly forms a Woof of ſmall, 
fupple and tenacious Fibres, which ö 
by uniting, adhering, and ranging 
themſelves one over another, make a 
Sort of Net-work, not unlike a Spi- 7 
der's Web: Several of theſe lying 
in Plains parallel to each other, do 


by degrees fill up the vacant Space 
r Bullet * Sword — be- 
hind it in any Part of the Body; and 
thus is the loſt Subſtance re ir'd, by 
another Subſtance which is ſubſtituted 
in its ſtead, by means of the nutritious 
Jaice, and the balſamick Particles 
which the Blood conſtantly ſupplies. 
Nature ſoon accompliſhes all this 
in the 'moſt agreeable Manner, _ 


vided ſhe be ſuffer'd to act at Liber- 


ty by herſelf, and is not any ways 
* 5 d in her Deſigns. 

4 when a * Body is intro- 
duced into the Orifices of Wounds, 
whether it be Tent or Canula, it hin- 
ders the Generation of the afore- men- 
tioned Woof. 


Yet 
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Yet notwithſtanding ſuch an Ob- 


ftacle to prevent Reunion, Nature, 


which never ceaſes to be active, will 
ſtill be at work upon theſe ſmall Fi- 
bres, which, although they can be 
of no ſervice in reuniting the divided 


Parts, which are kept ſeparate from 
each other by the uſe of Tents; yet 
will theſe very Fibres become united 
and ſmooth through the Friction and 
Compreſſion which they — 
making a ſort of Lining to the Paſ- 
ſage, which is of no leſs Solidity than 
the Skin itſelf. This is a real Fiſtu- 
la, which is of very bad Conſequence 
to the Patient, an Expence to Na- 
ture, and a Shame to the Surgeon. 

If in the Caſe before us, the Lungs 
do adhere to the Sides, as often as 
the Breaſt dilates, the Lungs muſt of 
neceſſity be puſh'd againſt the Ex- 
tremity of the Tent, its Membrane 
muſt ſuffer a Contuſion, be lacerated, 
and the Lungs be ulcerated ; the Mat- 
ter which drains out at the Extremity 
of the Tent entering the 9 
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of the Lungs, moiſtening them, 
diſtending them, obſtructing their 
Motion of Dilatation and Expulſion, 
and rendering Reſpiration extremely 
difficult; beſides, it may there ſtag- 
nate and corrupt, and alter the Sub- 
ſtance of the Lungs, which by a con- 
tinual Reception of Liquor will be 
enlarged, diſtended, and rent aſunder. 
Theſe are no imaginary Things, 


nothing can be more true: A ſimple 


Wound brings a Man to his End: 
The Surgeon fits down eaſy, and 


imagines that no one will call his 


Skill in Queſtion: He follow'd the 
Method which his Maſter taught 
him, and if it would not, 'twas no 
Fault of his. 
What I have hitherto remark'd, 
ſhews the Abuſe of Tents, and the 
reat Diſorders which they produce 
in Wounds of the Breaſt. 
1 am not carried on by a Spirit of 
Contradiction: My own Eyes alone 
have convinced me of theſe "Truths o 
a Multitude of Occaſions. a 
" 
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In my former Work a good while 


ſince, I deſcribed the gentle and ſa- 


lutary Method which I took, not 
only in Wounds of the Breaft, but 
of all Parts of the Body; yet ſeveral 
Profeſſors in Italy have oblig'd me 


by Queries and Objections, to anſwer. 


their Doubts, and illuſtrate the Theo- 
ry of this Method, as well as my A- 
bilities would give me leave. 2 

Here I lay down my Method and 
my Reaſons, in ſuch a Stile as Na- 
ture, Reaſon, and long Experience 
have dictated to me. 

I give it then as a Maxim, in pe- 
netrating Gun-ſhot Wounds of the 


Breaſt, that the Orifices ſhould be 


enlarged, without ſparing the Skin, 
not only to deſtroy their round Fi- 

ure, but to afford a large and free 
Pallage for the Evacuation of all the 


extravaſated Liquors, ſo that they 


may be diſcharged by draining off, in 
that Circumſtance which is uſually 
called the Falling off of the Eſcarr: 
Theſe Orifices ſhould be left free, 

| | without 
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without Tents or Doſils, and ſhould 
be cover'd only with large ſoft 
Pledgets of fine Lint, Plaiſters, Sc. 
The firſt Day I bleed the Perſon twice 
or thrice, according to his Strength, 
Age, and Fulneſs of Blood, and by 


diminiſhing the Quantity of Blood, I | 


prevent the bad Symptoms which are 
wont to ariſe: on theſe Occaſions. 

I dreſs the Wounds but ſeldom, and 
with as much Expedition as is poſſi- 
ble, to hinder the Entrance of Air 
which might coagulate the extrava- 
ſated Blood, which would ſoon then 
turn to Pus; but preſerving its Flui- 
dity, it may either iſſue out at the 
Orifice, or enter into the Road of 
Circulation through the Orifices of 
the Veins, which latter Road it may 
purſue without any great Difficulty, 
the Veſſels having been exhauſted at 
the ſeveral Bleedings, being in a 

Condition to receive it in, f reſtore 
it to its uſual Courſe. 

To explain Nature's mechanical 
Way of Acting, it will be neceſſary 


to 
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to give a Step backwards, and take. 
another View of the Canal which the 
Ball made in paſſing into the Lungs, 
in which the Blood, the Lymph, 
and the Paus are depoſited, when the 
lodged and contuſed Fibres recover 
their Poſition, and come to Suppu- 
ration, at which Time it is full and 
gorged. 

As the Subſtance of the Lungs 
contracts at every Inſpiration, what- 
ſoever Fluid there is in the Canal, or 
Paſſage of the Ball, ſhould yield to 
the Compreſſion, if the Lungs do 
adhere to the Ribs: This Matter is 
propelled to the Orifices of the 
Wounds, which are well diſpoſed to 
receive it, and give it Paſſage; being 
enlarged and cover'd only with Lint, 
into which it caſfily re Sin and 
5 through it into the exterior 

arts of the Dreſſing; and thus as 
faſt as any Liquor is brought into the 
Canal by each Compreſſion, it is re- 
ceiv'd by the Lint, and ſo paſſes off, 
without leaving any Thing that is C1 
a ba 
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a bad Quality behind it; Nature acts 
at full Liberty, and is inceſſantly at 
work in reuniting the wounded Parts ; 
and the Balm of the Blood being not 
alter'd or mix'd with any vicious 
Juice, the Lungs ſoon conſolidate, 
as likewiſe do the other Parts. 

When the Lungs do not adhere, 
the Pas, and whatever elſe diſtills in- 
to the Paſſige of the Ball at the 
time of the Reſolution of the bruiſed 
Fibres, call'd the falling off of the 
Eſcarr, at each Contraction of the 
Lungs, is thrown upon the Dia- 

hragm; becauſe, that whilſt the 
ungs are contracting, they recede 
from the Sides, and conſequently from 
the Orifices of the Wounds, and ſo 
it muſt fall into the Cavity; but it 
is likewiſe to be obſerv'd, that the 
Quantity will be but ſmall if there 
be no Tings uſed in the Dreſſings, 
becauſe that then there will be little 
or no Suppuration. . | 
But were the Quantity evacuated 
into the Cavity ever ſo great, it 
would 
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# would of neceſſity be all expell'd 
out of the Orifices, were there no 
$ Tents; becauſe that in every natural 
} Inſpiration the Lungs fill up the whole 
Capacity of the Thorax. 
l ſuppoſe then a Flowing out of the 
Liquors, and that the Patient is ly- 
ing in his Bed: The Motion of the 
Lungs will move and compreſs the 
Fluids which are extravaſated in the 
Breaſt, and theſe finding no room 
whereto they can betake themſelves, 
beſides the Orifices of the Wounds, 
they drain off by Degrees, at each 
Dilatation of the Lungs, till a total 
Evacuation of them be compleated, 
which will be in a little Time, as J 
have frequently obſerv'd. 
To advance this Mechaniſm to its 
higheſt Perfection, and to procure 
from it the utmoſt Advantage to the 
Patient, by working ſuch a Cure as 
ſhall ſeem miraculous; the Patient 
muſt be made to lye on one of the 
Wounds, if there be two, always 
chooling that which ſhall be the 
K moſt 
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moſt commodious; if there be but 
one, and he can poſlibly lye on it 


ſometimes, it will ſoon appear that 


nothing can remain in the Cavity, 


which can do any manner of Harm, 


or oppoſe Reunion. 
This may be put in Practice, when 
the Orifices of the Wounds are not 


ſtopp'd up with Tents, or Lint, for 


otherwiſe it is impracticable. 

Did the Suppreſſion of Tents in 
Wounds of the Breaſt, carry along 
with it no other Ad vantage beſides 
this one, it is of ſo conſiderable Con- 
ſequence to the Patient, that every 
honeſt Practitioner ought to eſtcem 
and encourage it. 

It is a Truth eſtabliſh'd upon good 


Reaſon, a ſound Theory, and a. vaſt 


deal of practical Experience, that the 
Blood, the Pus, the Lymph, Ge. 
extravalated and retained in the 


Cavities of Wounds, are beyond 
Contradiction the Cauſe of almoſt all 


the bad Symptoms which ariſe. - 
But 


* 
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But ſhould it ſo happen, as poſſi- 
bly it may, that the Wound, tho' 


| 4 free, and not bung'd up, ſhould be 


ſo painful as not to permit the Pa- 
tient to lye upon it, then this Obſta- 
cle muſt be ſurmounted by Art and 


Induftry. 
This may be effected by making 


{ uſe of a perforated ſoft Compreſs of 
WW the Thickneſs of an Inch or there- 


abouts: This covering the whole 
W ſide of the Breaſt, and having its 

Aperture directly oppoſite to the 
Orifice of the Wound, which, not- 
withſtanding ſhould be cover'd with 


a light Dreſſing, the wounded Per- 


W fon may reſt upon his Wound, and 


paſs the Night with tolerable Eaſe, 
without being debarr'd of a natural 
and free Reſpiration. 
If theſe Methods are put in Prac- 
tice, the Dreſſings may be the ſeldomer 
repeated, by leaving the ſole Con- 
duct of the Cure to Nature, to whom 
Art has furniſh'd out the certain Way 
of arriving at Succeſs, | 
K 2 Such 
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Such a Procedure might be advan- 
tageous in Empyema's, which are 
ſometimes neceſſary in Wounds of 
the Breaſt, even though a ſmall Ca- 
mula were made uſe of; for ſo would || 
a great deal of Time be ſaved, and | 
a ſpeedy Reunion procured; and ſo * 
much have I thought proper to ſay 
concerning Gun-thot Wounds. 'Þ 

But when a Wound has been made 
by a cutting Inſtrument which has 
js into the Subſtance of the 

ungs; the Blood uſually iſſues out 
at the Mouth and Noſe, and the 

Caſe is frequently attended with a Fe- 
ver, a Difficulty of Breathing, and 
ſometimes a Weight. 

Here my firſt and chief Intention 
is to unload and empty the Blood- 
veſſels by frequent Bleedings, having 
regard to the Age, Plenitude, and 
Diſpoſition of the Patient. 

I never could diſcover ſo eaſy and 
certain a Way of 1 my End; 

for by expeditiouſly deſtroying the 
Plenitude of the Veſſels, I prevent 


an 
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an Extravaſation of Blood; the He- 
morrhage at the Mouth gradually de- 


g creaſes, and is quite over by the fourth 
or fifth Day, and the Patient is cured 
by the ſeventh. 


As for the Wound of the Tegu- 
ments, I regard it as a ſimple Exco- 


riation, and order it to be dreſs'd 
with a ſimple Plaiſter, cover'd with 
da a Compreſs and a Bandage, to favour 
the Reunion, to cover it, and hin- 
der the Ingreſs of Air into the 
2X Breaſt. 


This Practice ſeems ſomewhat raſh 


and reſumptuous; and for fiſty ſeven 


or fi ty eight Years that I have acted 


as a Surgeon, I never met with any 


#7 Perſon that made uſe of it; however 


with me it was ever attended with 
happy Succceſs. | 
f the Aorta or Vena Cava be 


i open'd no Method can be taken to 


reſcue the Patient from Death; there 
will not be time enough even to ap- 
ply a Drefling; it is not therefore to 
be expected that favourable Conſe- 
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quences can be drawn from Wounds * 
of this Sort, nor that any Method 
can be eſtabliſh'd about them. 1 

That I may avoid Repetitions con- 
cerning the ill Effects which Tents | 
produce in Wounds of the Breaſt, 
made with a cutting Inſtrument: } 
Having ſhewn that in Gun-fſhot 


Wounds, they cannot be uſed with- Þ 
out a terrible Conſequence, I will 
only infer, that in theſe Caſes, they 


would be ſtill more pernicious, as 
they would encreaſe the Hemorrhage '? 
by keeping open, and dilating the 
Mouths. of the wounded Veſſels, ſo 
that the Liquors will filtre in large 
Quantities through the Tent, and 
aiftill into the Breaſt; and it they 
run out through the Wound, into 
the Subſtance of the Lungs, they 
will there occaſion Lat large 
Suppurations, and Rottenneſs, conſi- 
dering the Delicateneſs of the Pareu- 
chyma, which is relaxed and altered, 
whereby the Springineſs of this Part 
is utterly deftroy'd; from which no- 

| thing 
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thing but Death, or an mcurable 
Fiſtula, can reaſonably be expected; 
all this to me appears fully as de- 
monſtrative as any Rule in Mathe- 
maticks. pes 

' Wounds made by a cutting Inſtru- 
ment, in which either the Artery, 
or the Vein which lyes in the Groove 
of each Rib, has been open'd, do 
very often produce a violent He- 
morrhage. 5 
3 It may be known that theſe Veſſels 
are cut, when the Blood flows freel 

2 *# through the Wound; for in Wounds 
> 

| 


of the Lungs, the Hemorrhage dif- 
covers itſelf at the Mouth, or elſe 
the Blood flows into the Cavity upon 
the Diaphragm, and iſſues not out at 
the Wound, but when the Lungs 
dilate, or the Cavity is full. 

In this Caſe, as well as in the 
others, Bleeding, a proper Diet and 
Reſt, are the grand Miniſters of Re- 
lief, for the Reaſons which J have al- 
ledged before. | 
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However, as this is of a different 

Nature from the reſt, it likewiſe re- 

quires another Treatment. 
A cutting Inſtrument cannot well 

netrate between the Ribs and wound 
theſe Blood-veſſels, without penetrat- 
ing the Lungs alſo at the ſame Time: 
This I look upon as no great Obſta- 
de in the Care of this Sort of 
Wounds, when I conſider that the 
Diverſions which I make forthwith, 
anſwer all theſe Intentions; and I re- 
gard ſuch Wounds of the Lungs as 
very ſimple Wounds, and eaſy to 
cure, provided my Rules and Maxims 
are obſerved. 

The material Point is to ſtop the 
Hemorrhage, and to convey an A- 
ſtringent to the Orifices of the Veſ- 
ſels, and confine it there: To this 
End I prepare a Tent, juſt long 
enough to reach between the Ribs; 
it is blunt at the End, and dipp'd in 
a Digeſtive, and afterwards rolled in 
Calcanth, or ſome Aſtringent. Then 
J introduce it, and fuffer it to remain 

the 
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the Space of a natural Day: When 
J take it out no Blood follows; LI 
dreſs the Wound without a Tent, 
| and there being no forcign Body in 
the Wound, the Lips approximate 
touch each other, and in a little time 
are intirely reunited; thus are theſe 
Wounds ſo portentous in their firſt 
Symptoms, heal'd up in fix or ſeven 
Days at the fartheſt. The Method 
which I have here deſcribed, is what 
J have practiſed, and I may ſay, in- 
vented, for I never read any Author 
who treated Wounds in this Manner, 
nor ever met with any Maſter who 

follow'd ſuch a Practice. | 
} LI will give no more than two In- 
ſtances of it; the one in the Caſe of 
a Gun-ſhot Wound, the other of a 
Wound made by a cutting Inftru- 
ment, which were both dreſs'd pub- 
lickly, in the Sight of the Court, 
ſome of our moſt celebrated Phyſi- 
cians being preſent. 

In 1710. M. de Blaguac, Colonel 
of the Regiment of Piedmont, was 
ä wounded 
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wounded at Jore, and afterwards 
brought to Turin, and dreſs'd by M. 
Verne, Surgeon-Major of the Hoſpi- 
tals of that City, a very skilful and 
good Practitioner. 

J was called in about the ſeventh 
Day; I perceived that it was a Gun- 
ſhot Wound, the Ball having enter'd 
about an Inch below the right Arm- 

it, and paſſed out at about the ſame 
Dittance below the left Arm-pit, 
grazing upon the left Arm, and per- 
torating the Deltoides. 0 

His Symptoms were moderate, h 
was ſomewhat feveriſh, and reſtleſs 
o' Nights, but he breathed pretty 
well. I forthwith intreated M. Verne 
to lay aſide two ſmall Tents, and in- 
deed they were very ſmall, but not 
only very unſerviceable, ſince the Sup- 

uration of the Teguments and the 

Fleſh, upon what 1s called the falling 
of the Eſcarr, was amply ſufficient 
to keep open the Orifices of the 
Wounds, but alſo very pernicious 
by their Irritation on the fibrous Ma- 
mille 
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mille ot the Skin, and the Retention 
of Matter which they occafton'd. 

The Suppuration was moderate e- 
nough, but I was a little aſtoniſh'd 
to obſerve, after the falling of the 
Eſcarr, that the Quantity of the Sup- 
puration ſtill continued the ſame, and 


the Wounds remained open. 


This lafted until the eighteenth 


Day from his receiving the Wound, 


on which Day having perceived ſome- 
thing white, which preſented itſelf at 
the Orifice through which the Ball 
paſſed out, M. Verne drew it forth 
with a Forceps. | 

This was a foreign Body of about 
an Inch long, which when we had 
laid on a Plate, and moiſten'd it with 
Water, to our no ſmall Surprize we 
diſcover'd to be the round Piece of 
his Coat, which the Ball had driven 
in, and which had remaind in the 
Lungs, but Nature had twiſted it up, 
and protruded it by Degrees to the 
Orifice of the Wound; this gave 
me occaſion to admire the wonderful 
K 6 Conduct 
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Conduct of Nature, when ſhe is per- 
mitted to act at Liberty. | 
This Caſe was ſo publick, that it 
could not but add much Credit to my 
Method, and at the ſame time 1t 
ſeryed no leſs to diſcourage the Uſe of 
Tents; for nothing is more certain 
than, that had they been employ'd 
in the Cure of theſe Wounds, the 
Piece of Cloth would have been con- 
fin'd in the Lungs, and would have 
there rotted, and occaſion'd an entire 
Putrefaction of the Parts, which 
would have brought inevitable Death 
on the Patient. | | 
'This foreign Body being remov'd, 


the Wounds were entirely reunited - 


in three or four Days afterwards. 
'This ſame Gentleman was, about 
four Years afterwards, ſeiz'd with a 
malignant Fever which carried him 
off. The Partizans of Tents would 
needs have the Publick believe, that 


the Manner of Dreſſing his Wounds, |\ 


which produced but a very moderate 
Suppuration, gave riſe to an Amaſſ- 
| | ment 
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ment of purulent Matter, or an Im- 
poſthume in his Breaft, and that this 
was the Cauſe of his Fever; at the 
ſame time they were ſo very candid 
as to endeavour all they could to hin- 
der me from opening the Body, 
which I had gotten in my Poſſeſſion. 
In ſhort, I was forced to apply 
for obtaining an Order from the 
Court, which was granted me ac- 
cordingly. 1 5 
At the opening of the Body were 
preſent M. Engleſio and Pi/elly, be- 
ing the Phyſicians who attended him 
whilſt his Wounds were under Cure, 
as alſo in his laſt Illneſs; there were 
likewiſe ſeveral other Phyſicians, and 
a great Number of Surgeons. 1; 
It appear'd that the Ball had per- 
forated both Lobes of the Lungs in 
the upper Part; that its Paſſage was 
reunited with a very good and ftrong 
Cicatrix, and that the Lungs were 
erfectly found, without the leaſt. 
5 5 of any Alteration, as was evi- 
dent from giving them ſeveral Inci- 
ſions; 
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frons; but what ſeem'd to be the 
greateſt Wonder of all to the Spec- 
tators was, that ſo well condition'd a 
Cicatrix fhould be form'd in a Part 
that was in continual Motion. 
In ſhort, the Gentlemen who had 
taken upon them to be the Partizans 
of Tents, retreated in ſome Confuſi- 
on and Surprize, without offering a 
Word morc. | 
The other, made by a cutting In- 
ſtrument, was in 1716. Her Royal 
Highneſs being at Moutculier, a Sici- 
lian, named Alexis, of her Lite- 
Guard, in M. Je Prince de Ville- 
franche's Company, was wounded 
with a Sword between the ſecond and 
third true Ribs, reckoning from Top, 
on the Side of his Pap. The Wound 
had penetrated into the Lungs the 
Depth of a Span, according to the 
Report of the Surgeon who prob'd 
it at firſt; who perceiving that the 
Blood iſſued out in great Abundance 
from his Mouth and Noſe, imagined 


that the Patient would expire in his 
Arms, 
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Arms, and therefore deſired that he 
might have ſome Aſſiſtant called im- 


mediately. 
M. /e Prince de Sabouchy, an Offi 


cer in the ſame Company, took up- 


on him the Trouble of fetching me 


to the wounded Man. 

Atter I had ſurvey'd him as much 
as I thought fit, and had cauſed a 
ſimple Plaiſter with a Compreſs and 
Bandage to be clappd upon the 
Wound, only to prevent the Ingreſs 
of Air into the Breaſt, I order'd him 
immediately to be blooded, enjoining 
him to be ſtrictly cautious how he 
moved any Part of his Body, and to 
uſe no other Food but Broth 

He was blooded in the Evening, 
and the Flux of Blood at his Mou 
ſomewhat abated that ſame Night; 
the next Morning he was bloode 


again, as likewiſe the third Day, tho” 


in a ſmall Quantity; on the fourth 
Day very little Blood iſſued out 
at his Mouth; on the fifth none 
at all; on the fixth he was per- 

fectly 
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fectly cured; and on the ſeventh 1 


left him. 

Theſe Cures ſpeak more eloquently 
than all the Reaſoning I am Maſter 
of: Indeed all Wounds of the Breaſt 
that I ever treated in this Manner 
were attended with the like Succeſs, 
and this by ſuffering Nature to act 
according to her own Way. | 


I have inſiſted on this in my for- 


mer Work: It is apparently true, 
that Nature needs but little Aſſiſtance, 
to bring the moſt important Mala- 
dies, whether internal or external, to 
a happy Termination: The older I 
grow in my Profeſſion, the more 
does Experience confirm me in this 
Opinion. 

She 1s regular in her Operations; 
ſhe moves on with an equal Pace, 
and is ever employ'd in repairing the 


Miſchiefs which the Body has ſuffer'd 


in the Parts that compoſe it: She re- 


ſtores Fleſh which has been deſtroy'd 


by Sword, - Fire, or Rottenneſs, with 


the 


f 


' 
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the Parts when they are divided, ex- 
pels foreign Bodies, and, in a certain 
| 8 of Time, reunites fractured 
Bones with a Callus, which is the Re- 
| ſult of her own Induſtry: I have 
| ſhew'd that in penetrating Wounds 
of the Breaſt, it 1s ſufficient to take 
off forthwith the Plenitude of the 
Blood by frequent Bleedings; that by 
ſo doing Extravaſation, Suffocation, 
and Weight are prevented, and that 
the Patient is reſcued from the Dan- 
ger of an Inflammation, a Fever, 
and all the other Symptoms that are 
to be apprehended from Wounds of 
thoſe Parts, whoſe Action cannot be 
diſturb'd or interrupted without do- 
ing a notorious Prejudice to the whole 
Occonomy. 

Having firſt of all, by judicious 
Evacuations, reſtor'd oppreſſed Na- 
ture to a Power of Acting, ſhe 
never fails, in a certain and limit- 
ed Time, to bring about a perfect 
Cure. 


I have 
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I have obſerv'd that this Time 
never exceeds feven Days, when my 
Method has been tollow'd : The fart | 
Cure on which I made this Obſerva- 
tion, was on M. de Fontaniere, at 
Pignerol, in 1691. An Account of 
' which may be ſeen in the ſecond Pa- 
ris Edition of my Book, Pag. 127, 
it being the 8th Obſervation. 

The ſecond was on the Valet of 
M. de Lefſeraive, Commiſſary of War 
at Brian pon, in 1691. The Hiſtory 
of which may be ſeen in Pag. 130. 
Obſervation 9th. 

In 1500. M. le Chevalier de Fer- 
res, an Officer, being in the Citadel 
of Turin, was wounded with a Sword 
two Inches below the Clavicle, it pe- 
netrating into the Subſtance of the 
Langs: The Wound was accompa- 
med with the moſt dangerous Symp- 
toms, and he was thought by all that 
were about him to be in inevitable 
Danger : He was treated in the ſame _ 
Manner I have deſcribed above, and 
the ſeventh Day J left him, he being 
perfectly 
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perfectly cured. His Brother, who 
was Major of the Regiment of Nice, 


Was an Eye- witneſs of what I re- 


I have obſerved the ſame Thing in 
many the like Caſes, which it would 


be needleſs to enumerate, as likewiſe 


in very conſiderable Wounds of the 
lower Belly, which if they were not 


| abſolutely terminated on the ſeventh 


Day, they were however beyond all 
Danger, and I vilited the Paticnts 
no longer. 

In 1720. The Son of M. Lion 
received a Wound of a Sword in the 
left Hypochondrium, which perforated 
the Liver, and touch'd the Stomach 
he had the worſt of Symptoms. I 
ſaw him no more after the ſeventh 
Day, and he was very ſoon afterwards 
intirely cured. And this preſent Year 
1723, M. le Marquis Cartos recciv'd 
a penetrating Wound of a Sword in 
the left Hypochondriam, His Cawl 
{lipp'd out at the Orifice, and was 
tied up: He had ſuch Symptoms as 

| ſeem d 
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ſeem'd to foretel a very unhappy 
Conſequence ; but all was ſet to rights 
by frequent Bleedings; he had a Fe- 
ver, which continued four Days, and 
on the ſeventh I left him with only a 
ſimple Plaiſter on the Wound, and 
in a Manner cured. ; 
Whilſt I was finiſhing this Tract, 
I recciv'd Sheet 22d of the Memoirs 
of Literature, printed at Venice, Pag. 
260, where I met with the following 
Obſervation, which J have tranſlated 
from the Italian. 5 


From Molffeta. 
«© A VERY particular Affair 


« has happen'd here, in 
« which the Art of Surgery is high- 
“ly concern'd: M. Nicolas - Domi- 
« nigue Paſſari, a young Gentleman 
« of Fortune, and the only Son of 
«a Widow, having on the 1oth of 
February of the preſent Year 1723, 
© receiv'd a Gun-ſhot Wound in his 
„ Breaſt, under the right Pap; the 

- « Wound 
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Wound was dreſs'd by the beſt 
Surgeons of the Province, with 
Tents, which were thought necet- 
ſary to promote the Diſcharge of 
the Pas; and every time they were 
taken out, a very large Evacuati- 
on of it enſued ; thus was the Pa- 
tient dreſs'd for about three Months 
together, and was thereby reduced 
to ſo lamentable a Condition, that 
he was in Truth a very Skele- 
ton. | 

„It was then thought proper to 
have the Advice of M. le Chevalier 
Jeau- Baptiſte Verna, chief Phyſi- 
cian of Viſeglia, a very accom- 
pliſh'd Gentleman, and well known 
by his learned Productions ; who 
having been inform'd of the per- 
nicious Method which had been 
made uſe of in dreſſing the Pa- 


tient, forthwith order'd the Teats: 


to be thrown away, notwithſtand- 
ing the Surgeons oppoſed it. He 
left the Care of Dreiſing him, 
which was to be done after his 

5 % own 
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cc own Manner, to one Perſon only, 
« having diſcharged the reſt. This 
« cruel Method being diſcontinued, 
« the Fever ceaſed, and ail the 


“ Symptoms diſappear'd, and in 3 
« twenty Days he was perfectly cured 
« with a few Remedies, who would | 
« have had but a ſhort Tiinc to live 


c without the Aſſiſtance of M. Ver- 
« . This Phyſician wrote an am- 
« ple Relation of the Matter to the 
« very celebrated M. Sancaſſany, 
« firſt Phyſician to M. /e Duc de 
« Guaſtale, tor whom he has a very 


« high Eſteem, to which Relation is 


« annex'd a Teſtimony of the wound- 
« ed Perſon himſelf, given before a 
« Notary the 6th of Auguff, 1723. 
« He has choſen to publith the Caſe, 
“ that it may appear to every one, 
« that large Suppurations which ha 

« pen in Wounds of the Breaſt, ariſe 


1 
—— 


« from Tents only, which are very 


«© beneficial to the Surgeon, but moſt 
4“ pernicious to the Patient, who in- 
« ſtead of receiving any Advantage 

| « from 
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„ „ from his Dreſſings, falls thereby 
Is “ into greater Miſchiefs than his E- 
d, „ nemy was able to inflit on him.“ 
This is an exact verbal Tranſlation. 
That learned Phyſician was well 
priſed of the Abuſe of Tents by 
reading the Tranſlation of my Book 
by M. Sauncaſſany. It would be very 
neceſſary that thoſe Surgeons who ad- 
here to the Uſe of "Tents, would fe- 
riouſly reflect on my way of Reaſon- 
, ing, how ſuperficial ſoever it may 
7 ſeem to be, and ſuffer themſelves to 
be influenced by inconteſtible Matters 
of Fact. | 
The laſt Year 1722, J had the Sa- 
tisfaction of ſecing in this Place M. 
Eliot, Chirurgeon to the King of 
Portugal, who after he had congra- 
tulated me upon the Progreſs of my 
Method, was pleaſed to tell me that 
his Fortune was owing to it; that he 
had put all his Care, and his' whole 
Reputation upon it, in order to eſta- 
bliſh it at Lisbon; that he had cauſed 
my Book to be tranſlated into Por- 


1 t1gueſe 


— — — 
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tugueſe, for the Benefit of the Sur- | 
geons in that Country; and that it 
| was tranſlated into Spaniſh, that he 
F had acquircd a great deal of Reputa- 
ü tion by the ſurprizing Cures which he 
had wrought contormable to it; and 
that it was with Aſtoniſhment that he 
ſtill ſaw ſome Surgeons hold out ob- 
ſtinately againſt it, and grovel on 
unworthily in the cruel Method of | 
| the Ancients; that to their Stubborn- 
; neſs was owing the Loſs of a great 
Number of Lives; that they per- | 
verſly continued in "their old Path for 1 
lack of a plauſible Excuſe for de- 1 
parting from a Set of pernicious } 
axims, built only upon Intereſt, 
Waywardneſs, Hardneſs of Heart, 
; and want of Charity towards their 4 
Neighbours. 
| Thus did this judicious Surgeon ex- 
g preſs himſelf, hon he was here, on 
* as with Cardinal 4 Alcugna, os | 
| a Portugueſe, who came from Rome, 
| and was going to Paris. 


When 


* 
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When a Truth is to be made op 
d 


- | pews it is ever the beſt way to a 


acts and Proots to Reaſon : What 


follows I eſteem not altogether un- 


worthy Notice, 
The King of Portugal having pre- 


ſented to Cardinal 4 Jcugna M. Eliot, 


his firſt Chirurgeon, to accompany 


him in his Travels; having made 
ſome ſtay at Rome, he took Turin in 


his way to France. 


M. Eliot, a well bred perſonable 
Gentleman, came to Her Royal 


Highneſs's Court, ſaluted the very 
# worthy M. Cicogniui, made himſelf 


known to him, and learned of him 


the State of Chirurgery at Turin. 
After M. Cicognini had ſatisfied his 
Curloſity, he, in his Turn, enquired 
2 concerning the State of Phyſick at 


Lisbon M. Eliot anſwer'd, we there 


follow M. Belloſte's Nethod : He's 


ere at hand, reply'd the other: You 


F miſapprehend me, ſays M. Eliot, I 
mean the old Gentleman who gave 


us his Method about thirty Years 
L ago: 


N 
| 
| 
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ago: I mean the very ſame, ſays our 
Phyſician. ; 
M. Eliot, who ſuppoſed me dead, 
was perfectly aftonith'd : Why, tis 
my Mafter, ſays he, and I can't leave 
the Place without ſeeing him; tho! I ' 
muſt own I have no other Knowledge 
of him than from his Book, which TI 
got tranſlated into Portugueſe, and it 
was ſo well recetv'd, that his Method 
is now in the higheſt Vogue in Portu- 
gal, and to it I owe my Fortune: I 
acquired a great Reputation by prac- Þ 
tiling it, and it never fail'd me of | 
Succeſs; tne Book was alſo tranſlat- 
ed into Spaniſh, and it is eſteem'd 
and follow'd by the moſt judicious 
Practitioners of that Country. Such 
was that Day's Converſation, and the 
following Day. I had the Satisfaction 
of ſeeing M. Eliot, and of finding 
him a ee of great Goodneſs 
and excellent Behaviour. He pre- 
ſented me to a great many Perſons of | 
Diſtinction in his Excellency's Train, 


and told them, with an inconceivable 
| | ""- nr 
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Air of Modeſty, This, Gentlemen, 

is my Maſtcr; 'tis to him I owe the 
Honour of ſerving the Perſon of our 
King. We dined together, after 
which the Converſation turn'd upon 
Surgery; and he could not forbear 
arraigning the Obſtinacy of thoſe Sur- 
geons who grovel on in a barbarous 
and unmerciful Manner of dreſſing 
> Wounds, and thereby deſtroy a Mul- 
2 titude of worthy Lives. 
He added, that he had made Uſe 
of the King of Portugal's Authority, 
for baniſhing from the Chirurgery of 
that Country the Cruelty, Obſtinacy, 
and Avarice of Surgeons. 

TT hat it would tend much to the 
Benefit of Mankind, if every Sove- 
reign did the fame in his particular 
Dominions, ſince Policy recommends 
it, Charity enjoins it, and Nature de- 
mands it. 

That a Law ſhould be made, by 
which Surgeons, when they are ad- 
mitted to the Freedom of Practiſing, 
ſhall be obliged ro abjure, for the 

L 2 Time 


F 
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Time to come, the Errors of Anti- 
quity, and to embrace this new Me- 
thod, as it regards the Cure of 
Wounds, and in which Perſons of all 
Conditions are cqually intereſted. 
'This was the Subſtance of this judi- 
co Surgeon's Diſcourſe and Re- 
exions; every one may apply it as 
he ſhall think ft. — 
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Of crooked Wounds. 


HAD, Sir, not long ſince the 
I Honour to return you my Thanks 
for the Favour you did me in ſend- 
ing me Sechini's laſt Book, relating 
to our Controverſy with M. Maravig- 


lia; I read it over with a great deal 


of Pleaſure; and I cannot forbear 
ſending you ſome "Thoughts about it. 
It conſiders the Affair of crooked 
Wounds, in which, ſays the Author, 
there is nothing to be done without 
Tents. 
This he repeats ſo often, that I 
can well perceive that he 1s not a lit- 
tle pleaſed with himſelf for ſuch an 
important Diſcovery, *Tis the Axis 


upon which the whole Machine turns; 


he thinks it would be abſur'd to ima- 
gine it liable to any Objection. 

The Conceit, though it may ſeem 
ſubſtantial at firſt view, and has no 
doubt met with its Partizans to ap- 
plaud and protect it, does however, to 
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my Apprehenſion, bear a very near 
Reſemblance to the Glow- worm of 


the Night, which would at firſt per- 


ſuade one that it is ſomething more 
than ordinary; and yet 1n reality, 1s 
no more than a poor Inſect. 

Theſe Hereſies in Surgery, like 
thoſe in Religion, give occaſion to 
Replies, which diſpel Obſcurities and 
Errors, and diſcover Truth ; on 
which Conſideration they muſt be 
confeis'd to have their Uſe. 

To form a right Conception of this 
Crookedneſs; let it be imagined that 
a Ball, or a Sword, was to perforate 
a Member, which at that Inſtant of 
Time is in a confined and ſet Poſture : 
For Example, when the Head leans 
upon the Shoulder, and the Wound 
perforates the Neck; when the Arm 
is perforated, being extended in the 
Air; the Leg pierced through being 
extended ſtifly forwards, or bent 
backwards; when theſe Parts are re- 
laced in their natural Situation and 
Kd the Paſſage of the Wound 


IS 
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is crooked, and 'tis often a difficult 


Mattter to paſs a Probe into it. 
We are now to enquire, whether 


in theſe Caſes the Indication is to be 


alter'd; and whether this Sort of 
Wounds is to be dreſs'd in a diffe- 
rent Manner from thoſe whoſe Paſſage 
is ſtrait. 

If a Ball paſſes through a Mem- 
ber of a Size proportionable to the 
Veſſels which are ſever'd, and like- 
wiſe to the Largeneſs of the Ball; 


1 if the Ball be large, the Contuſion 
will be ſtill greater, it will have ſe- 


verd a greater Number of Vellzls, 
and will have doubled down, and as 
it were glued together, a greater 
Number of Fibres, by its Round- 
neſs, and the Activity of its Motion, 
which cover the Orifices of the ſe— 
ver'd Blood-veſſels, and ſuppreſs the 
Hemorrhage. 

But when the more ſubtile Parts of 
the Liquors begin to eſcape into the 
Paſſage, and the Beating of the Ar- 


teries gives at every Inſtant a Shock 


L 4 to 


— 
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to the Part, and afterwards to the 
folded Fibres, which diſengages 
them by degrees; and finally, | 
when the Blood which makes repeat- | 
ed Efforts to continue its Courſe, and 
regain its intercepted Circulation, 
throughout the whole Extent of the 
folded Fibres; then, I ſay, the Tubes 
are dilated in Proportion as the Fi- 
bres are diſcngaged, and ſuffer the 
Liquors they contain to flow out; 
this is improperly call'd, the falling 
of the Eſcarr; the Paſſage then, 
from being ſtiff, as it was before, be- 
comes ſoft, and the Parts which were 
before ſeparated and with-held from 
one another, do approximate, and 
cauſe, throughout the whole Paſſage, 
Þ i a gentle Compreſſion. 

11 But as in this Affair, it muſt of 
1 neceſſity ſo happen, that whatever 
flous from the open Tubes, and what- 
| ſoever is produced by the Solution of 
| the contuſed and ſevered Fibres, will 
be convey'd into the Paſſage of the 
Ball; if theſe Orifices are ſtopp'd 
| wit 
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with "Tents, the Pas will be confined 
in the middle of the Paſſage, where 
it will remain lock'd up, or find an 
Out-let; and that which is leaſt ca- 
able of Reſiſtance muſt yield to it; 
thus will the heated Matter glide in 
between the Interſtices of the Muſ- 
cles, and produce Abſceſſes, and of- 
tentimes Decays and Mortifications. 
This ſcems to me no leſs demon- 


3 ftrative than what follows. 


If the Orifices of Wounds are free, 
and ſufficiently enlarged, as faſt as 


there is any Extravaſation made into 


the Paſlage, the ſoft Compreſſion 
which happens at what they call the 
falling of the Eſcarr, when the Part 
is unbended and diſengaged, will na- 
turally protrude the us to the Ori- 
fices, they being the only Places 
where it can find a Vent, 

It is very certain, that a Fluid in a 
Canal, be 1t ſtrait or crooked, which 
is ſuſceptible of Compreſſion, is con- 
ſtrain'd to move and run out, when 


it meets with a free Iſſue. oP 
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I am of Opinion likewiſe, with- 


out Offence to M. Maraviglia, that 
a crooked Wound, whether made by 
a Ball or a Sword, is more calily i 


* 


3 that it be not dre 
ent. | 


cured than one whoſe 7 2 is ſtrait, 


It will be leſs expoſed to the Inju- 4 


ries of the Air, which penetrates more 


difficultly into a crooked, than into | 


3 


a ſtrait Canal. | 


'The Elaſticity of the Parts acts ; 


with more Force upon a crooked 
than upon a ſtrait Place; for it there 
meets with greater Reſiſtance. 

The Compreflion is more forcible, 
when the Parts of a crooked Canal 
approximate to each other, when no 


the Reunion is ſo 
Fluid can poflibly remain therein; 
which cannot be done to the ſame 
Perfection in a ſtrait Canal, in which 


the Elafticity is weaker, and leſs cx- 


crted. 


No 


3 or ſolid Body poſſeſſes it; and 
perfect, that no 


4 


q 2 
$ 
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No one who is verſed in Mecha- 
nics, will be ar a Loſs to come into 
this Argument: The Motion or Ela- 
ſticity which is natural to all animat- 
ed Parts, which in all Appearance is 

roduced from the Motion of the 

Hoare, and the Pulſation of the Ar- 
teries, excites an undulatory Motion, 
which is the Source and Origin of all. 
Depurations, Filtrations, Diſtribu- 
tions and Evacuations, which are per- 
torm'd in ſo many different Places, 
and various Manners, 

This Motion puſhes and protrudes 
from the Centre to the Circumference 
whatſoever is ſuperfluous, foreign, or 
uſeleſs. 

It propels likewiſe to the Orifices. 
of- Wounds, be they ftrait or crook- 
ed, not only Pas, but even the moſt 
ſolid foreign Bodies, when its Motion 
is not depraved or interrupted by 
Tents, which, by irritating, cauſe 
Contractions among the Fibres, and 
afterwards Extravaſations, Inflam- 
mations, Abſceſſes and Mortifica- 
L 6 | tions, 
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the Spermatick Veſſels, which are 
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tions, and quite overthrow the Oeco- 
nomy, by deſpoiling its Parts of | 
e Elaſticity. f 

It M. Maraviglia has conſider'd a | 
little, as J doubt not but he has, the 
Fabrick of our Machine, he muſt 
acknowledge that it is actually en- 
dued with an Elaſticity which endures | 
as long as Lite itſelf; and that the | 
Soul is never ſeparated from the Body 
before this Elaſticity ceaſes. _ 

'That this Elaſticity gives Motion 
to all the Liquids, and Action to all 
the Parts. | | 

That without it the Contents of 
the fineſt Tubes, a Multitude of 
which are far more ſlender than a 
Hair, could neither move, nor be 
diitributed. . | 

Theſe are no chimerical Imagina- 
tions; it is in virtue of this Elaſti- 


city, that the Fluids which are con- 


tain'd in all the Veſſels of our Body, 
circumvoluted in ſo many different 
Manners; that which is contain'd in 


ſo 
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ſo ſtrangely wound up; and ina 
Word, in the various Actions where 
the more minute "Tubes are circumvo- 
luted and bent, their Contents do not 
ſtand ſtill, but circulate without in- 
terruption, tho' the Pus which is con- 
tain'd in the Cavities of Wounds, is 
not like the Liquors, incloſed in Veſ- 
{els which have a circular Motion. 

It is continually propell'd and dri- 
ven torwards by the natural Motion 
of the Parts, to the Orifices of 
Wounds, notwithſtanding the Paſ- 
ſage be long and crooked ; and this 
by an undulatory or vermicular Mo- 
tion, not unlike the periſtaltick Mo- 
tion of the Guts. | 

To make this Canal or Paſſage 
ſtrait, it is the Opinion of M. Mara- 
viglia, that the only way is to intro- 
duce a Tent into it, which ſhall fill up 
its whole Capacity; and there ſhould 
be two of theſe which are to touch 
each other, where there are two O- 
rifices. 

In 
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In Order to their penetrating into 
a crooked Paſſage, they muſt needs 
be hard and ſolid. 1 

When the Contuſion comes to ſup- 
purate, what will become of the Mat- 
ter, which will have neither Space to 


be depolited in, nor Vent to get out 
at? The Fibres muſt ſurely be 


moiſten'd with it, and grow Aarge 


and rigid; the Member will be tu- 


mefied, diſtended, and very painful; 
an Inflammation will ſoon enſue; Cir- 
culation will be interrupted, the Li- 
quors, by ſtanding ſtill, will ferment, 
grow eager, and corrupt; and Mor- 
tification will put a Period to the 
Cure, and Life at once. 

If the two Tents do not touch each 
other, the Matter will be all accumu- 
lated between them ; the Suppuration 
is large, and the Space but ſmall ; 
this will be ſufficient, in the Space 
between the Dreſlings, to excite a | 
Number of bad Symptoms. 

I could fay a Multitude of Things 
on every Particular of this dangerous 

Method; 
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Method; but then I ſhould fall into 
a Repetition of what I have before 
Z obſerved in a great many Parts of 


my Writing. , 

Were a Man to practiſe Surgery 
with due Reflexion, could he avoid 
ſeeing, that a Wound, for Example, 
made with a cutting Inſtrument, 
which has but one Orifice, and is 
ſuppoſed to be crooked, if it were 


'F dreſs'd with a Tent to ftraiten it, 


that Tent muſt be hard and ſtiff, if 


ir penetrates to the Bottom of the 


Wound? And would not this occaſi- 
on all the Symptoms which I have 
before recited? Moreover it would 
bruiſe the Fleſh at the bottom of the. 
Wound, which being bruiſed would 
become painful, the Pain would pro- 
duce an Inflammation, the Inflamma- 
tion a Suppuration, and all the Con- 


ſequences attending it. Where then 


is the Advantage of ſuch a Dreſſing? 

In a word, what Neceſſity is there 
that any Tent at all ſhould be thruſt 
into a Wound, which needs only 4s 

c 
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be reunited? In my firſt Campaign 


at Luſerne in 1686, a wounded Per- 
ſon fell under my Care: It was a 
Gun-ſhot Wound, the Ball enter- 
ing under the Zygoma, at the ſame 
Inſtant that his Head was turn'd, | 
and paſſing out near the Hypocon- | 
drium of the oppolite Side: Here 
was a Wound contorted after a ſtrange | 
Faſhion; M. Maraviglia would, no f 


doubt, have impal'd the poor Fel- 


low with a Seton, for I think it would 


have been ſcarce practicable to have 
made uſe of a Tent in ſuch a Caſe. 

I made the Diverfions which I 
thought requiſite, and applied a fim- 
ple Plaiſter to each Orifice, being 


very watchtul of the -Symptoms that 


might ariſe; for at that Time I had 
not entirely given up all Thoughts 
of Tents; however, my Patient was 
entirely well the tweltth Day after he 
received his Hurt, the Wound hav- 
ing diſcharged but a very little Mat- 
ter by Suppuration: What became 


of that very terrible Eſcarr, which 
is 


without producing fatal Accidents. 
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is the Foundation of ſo many chime- 
rical Arguments ? Oh Nature ! were 
thy Language eaſily intelligible, 
thou couldſt tell us a thouſand Times 
more than I am able to write upon 


this Subject. | 


The Conſequence of what I have 
related above is, that Tents are no 
ways neceſſary in the Cure of crook- 
ed Wounds. 

That if Wounds with a very large 
Paſſage, are cured without any ill 
Symptom ariſing either rome © or 
after the Cure, thoſe whoſe Paſſage 
is leſs will be cured with more eaſe, 


if the ſame Method be followed. 


That nothing is more cruel or pain- 
ful to the poor wounded Perſon, than 


to ram into him at every turn, ſuch 


a foreign Body as a Tent 1s, which 
lyes buried in the Fleſh, and is ex- 
tracted at each Dreſſing, with much 
Difficulty and Miſery. 

That it is utterly impoſſible for 
ſuch a Procedure to be continued 


That 
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That it is ſinning againſt Charity 
to endeayour to eſtabliſh and make 
publick ſo cruel and pernicious a Me- 
thod. | 4 
That it is abandoning Reaſon, WM 
good Senſe, and a vaſt deal of Prac- 
tical Experience, to ſtrive to ſupport | 
an Error which may poſſibly be ca- 
pable of impoſing upon the Simpli- | 
city and flender Capacity of young 
Surgeons, who are not always quali- 
fied to diſtinguiſh between a good 
Method and a bad one. 
That it is by no Means conſiſtent | 
with Conſcience to ſay, I practiſe ac- 
cording to the Inſtructions that were 
given me; we have Authors who 
have eſtabliſh'd this Method, and it 
has continued in uſe Time out of 
Mind. 

Such Excuſes may paſs in indiffe- 
rent Caſes, but where Mens Lives are 
concern'd, notwithſtanding the No- 
velty of a Maxim, it ought not to 
be condemned without being duly 
examin'd into. 

'The 


t 
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ity The Novelties which appear'd in 
ke Wl the laſt Century, as well in Phyſick 
as in Surgery, were the Fruits of the 
I vaſt Labour and Application of their 
Inventors. | 

They never offer'd to exact from 
Mankind a blind Submiſſion to their 
Writings, they cravd no more than 
a ſtrict Attention, and a ftudious 
Mind, void of Prejudice, and capa- 
ble of being affected with what was 
good, uſeful, and true. 

From what has been faid, it is 
evident that crooked Wounds ſtand 
not in need of being made ftrait by 
Tents, in order to their Cure; it 
would be a worthy Undertaking in- 
deed to find out an Expedient to ſet 
ſtrait the Minds of thoſe obſtinate 
Surgeons who are ſo tenacious of that 
Method. ; 

Tents are ſo far from being of any 
Service in crooked Wounds, that, 
on the contrary, they cauſe ftrait 

Wounds to become crooked by form- 

ing Cavities, Simus's, Fiſtula's, = 

This 
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This is unqueſtionable Matter of 
Fact. 

If all I have ſaid is inſufficient to 
undeceive M. Maraviglia, and his Ad- 
herents, I would entreat the Favour of 


him to anſwer me the following Que- 


ries. 


erſon, whoſe Head at that Inſtant 
of Time is turn'd towards the Shoul- 
der, would M. Maraviglia, in this 
Caſe, make uſe of a Tent which 
ſhould poſſeſs the whole Paſſage, or 
would he make uſe of two, one at 
each Orifice ? 
I he would have the Tents to ftay 
in the Wound, they mutt be ſecur'd 
by a pretty tight Bandage, elſe the 
natural Elafticity of the Parts, and 
the Pulſation of the large neighbour- 
ing Arteries, would drive out the 
Tents in ſpight of the utmoſt Pre- 
caution. Now the Miſchief is, that 
this Part will not endure a tight Ban- 
dage, the Paſſage of Air forbids it; 
| the 


It a Ball or a Sword ſhould hap- ; 
5 to paſs through the Neck of a 


mm "44 
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the Trachea and Oeſopbhagus have the 
Privilege to defend the Neck from 
the Cruelty of Tents; and on this 
Score it were to be wiſh'd, as I have 
obſerv'd in my former Work, that 
all the other Parts of the Body were 
compacted of the like Organs. 

Jet notwithſtanding all this, M. 
Maraviglia is for uſing them in this 


very Part, as well as in all others; 


he is too fond of them, to neglect 
applying them even here. But in 
this he ſtands not alone by himſelf. 
It is about four and forty Vears ago, 


that M. Je Baron Palavecine was 


wounded by a Ball which perforated 
his Neck, it entering near one of the 
Jugulars, and paſſing out near the 
other, touching the Vertebræ in its 
Tranſit. He was dreſs'd with two 
Tents, which occation'd him to ſuf- 
fer mortal Pains: He endured theſe 
cruel Dreſſings ten or twelve Days 
together, and then commanded the 
Surgeon to omit the Tents; after 
which the Wound ſoon heal'd, uy 
| le 
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left behind it a very exquiſite Pain in | 
the Part, inſomuch that he could not 
move his Neck: The Thing ha 
ening in Italy, he went to drink the 
Waters at Luca, trom whence he re- 
ceived no Benefit: He ſent me a very 
articular Hiftory of his Misfortune 
in Writing, and I prevail'd upon 
him to remove to Aquy, where I met 
him, and he leſt that Place well 
cured. 
In order for a Tent to ftay in 
Wounds of the Neck, it muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be large, hard, and long, for 
a ſlight Bandage is impracticable on 
this Part. 
What muſt be the Conſequence of 
ſuch a Tent? Why a continual Pain, 
a Contuſion of the Parts, a Com- 
preſſion upon the Blood-veſſels which 
are very large and numerous ; theſe 
will be follow'd by an Inflammation, 
a Suffocation, a Delirium, an Im- 
poſthume, &. Whereas if, on the 
contrary, , Nature were ſuffer'd to act 


at Liberty, the Cure would ſoon 
be 
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be compleated notwithſtanding the 
Crookedneſs of the Wound. 

Laſtly, if ſuch Wounds 1 in 
the Joints, would any one be ſo cruel, 
as to ſtuff in Tents, as likewiſe in the 
Carpus, Tarſus and Metatarſus * He 
that in ſuch a Cale ſhould have Re- 

courſe to theſe fatal Inftruments would 

be deſerving of an exemplary Pu- 
niſhment. 
S Ifa Sword or Bullet paſſes through 
a Man's Body, the Perſon, at the 
Time he receives his Wound, being 
in a Bent or wrcſted Poſture, the 
Wound will then be crooked : What 
Tents or Setons muſt be employ'd in 
| ſuch a Caſe? M. Marawviglia would 
infinitely oblige me by anſwering this 
Query. : 

This, Sir, is what I thought my 
ſelf obliged to ſend you. God grant 
that it may be of ſome Benefit to 
= wounded Perſons, and open the 

yes of young Surgeons, who are 
too apt to be impoled on by a chi- 
merical 
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merical Way of Reaſoning. As our 
Adverſary has choſen to print his O- 


pinions, I thought that a Publication 


of this Anſwer was very neceſſary; 
yet I ſubmit the Matter entirely to 


your better judgment; and I en- 


louſy ; 


reap the Benefit: 


on Reward or 
ſhould he be ſo lucky 
quire a moderate Share of Glory, 


treat of you, that herein you would 
uſe your ſtricteſt Diſcretion, with- 
out having any Regard for me. I 
know Experience has taught you, 
that tis an Author's Lot to under- 
go the Fatigue, and his Readers to 


If a Man writes 
well, he'll be ſure to excite Jea- 
and if he writes amiſs, the 


Criticks will not fail 
his Back: When a Man undertakes 
to recommend Novelties 
World, he neglects his own private 
Affairs and Intereſts : 
ſibly meet with ſome Applauſe, but 


let him not preſume too much up- 


to be upon 
to the 


He may poſ- 


Protection: But 


as tO ac 
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even this will draw on him a kind 
of Odium from his intimate Ac- 
quaintance. Theſe are no Novel- 
tics, but they arc as certain as that 


3 I am, Oc. 
Turin, April 
351717 
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Of red Pimples of the Face. 


IHE greater Part of the An- 
cients being unable to aſlign)ll 
| the eſſential Cauſe of red Pimples, 
and other fuch Diſorders of the Face. 
| choſe rather to lay the Fault on the 
Liver, than ſuffer all the Parts to 
paſs equally uncenſur'd. Heat, they 
tell you, is the Cauſe of ſuch Com- 
plaints: It is thereſore neceſſary to 
cool the Liver, and treat it as if it 
were really diſtemper'd, tho' it enjoys 
a perfect Health, and is altogether 
innocent of the Crime that is laid to 
its Charge. | 
The erroneous Notions of the An- 
cients about Chilification and Circu-| 
lation, determined their Judgments 
amiſs with regard to the Cauſe and 
Symptoms of many Diſeaſes, among | 
which this which I am now handling 
is one, namely, that the Liver is 
principally concern'd in Diſorders of 
the Face. 
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Let it be imagin'd that too great 
a Heat of the Liver would be pro- 
ductive of ſome Indiſpoſitions, yet 
they cannot be imagined to be of this 
Sort: The Liver being over hot, 
might occaſion too precipitate a Di- 
geſtion, by communicating both Sub- 
tility and Motion to the Ferments of 
the Stomach which always reſts upon 
it, and this might produce a Fames 
canina; yet this Symptom 1s never 
obſerv'd to attend thoſe who have 
red Pimples in the Face. | | 

What Particular Sympathy has Ob- 
ſervation remark'd between the Liver 


petite were always accompanied with 
this diſagreeable Malady, there would 
be room to Believe that the Liver 
was the Cauſe; but on the contrary, I 
have ever obſerv'd, that, for the moſt 
Part, theſe extravagant Eaters have 
rather a pale than a red Complexion. 

If the Heat of the Liver did pro- 
duce this Accident of the Face, why 
ſhould it not occaſion the like in 
e | * other 


and the Face? If indeed a canine Ap- :v 
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other Parts of the Body which are 
nouriſh'd by the ſame Liquors, and 
at which they arrive by the fame way 
of Circulation? 

The Liver is nouriſh'd with the 
fame Blood that the other Viſcerà arc; 
it communicates to them all, the ſame 
Impreſſions ef its good or ill Quali- 
ty: Thus, if the Liver be hot, the 
reſt of the /i/ſtera muit be ſo too: |! 
if it be ſound, they will be ſo too; 
if it be diſorder'd, they cannot con- 
tiauc in a healthful State; they have 
a ſympathetic and natural Connexi- 
on, a reciprocal Union and Corre- 


ſpondence, by which they hold a con- z 


ty by way of giving 
and receiving: The different Liquors, 
which are neceſlary to them for car- 
rying on the vital Commerce, can- 
not any of them exceed in any Qua- 


lity, that will not affect the reſt. A 3 


Diſorder of any one of the 2 1 
will intallibly occaſion an Indiſpoſiti- 
on in all the others. _ 


A Diſtem- ö | 


1- 


The Hoſpital Surgeon. 245 

A Diſtemperature of the Liver 
muſt produce other Complaints be- 
ſides a bare Alteration of Colour in 
the Face, and a few Protuberances on 
the Skin. A Diſtemperature of the 
Liver, is at all times attended with 
an ardent Fever, Loſs of Sleep, a 


Delirium, a Tenſion of the Belly, an 


acute Pain in that Region, with ma- 


1 ny other very diſmal Symptoms, 
„Which _—_— happen to thoſe who 
have Redneſs or Pimples on the Face: 


On the other Hand I am of Opinion, 


that this Complaint is no Indication 
of any Thing amiſs within, but is 
rather a Mark of a good Conſtitu- 
tion, which may be ſpoil'd by a Load 


of Remedies which arc often given 
to diſſipate this Deformity ot the 
Skin. 27 5 
Having then excluded from the 
Liver the Cauſe of this Complaint, 
we muſt try if we can diſcover how 
it is produced, and what Remedies 
are proper to remove it. In the firſt 
Place it ſhould be conſider'd, that 
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246 'The Hoſpital Sirgeon: 
the Skin of the Face is of a particu- 
hr Texture, that it adheres to the 
Muſcles, that its Pores are very mi- 
nute and fine, that it is interſperſed 
with a great Number of Arteries, 
which furniſh Blood to it, and give 
a particular Vermilion Teint to the 
Complexion, and that it has likewiſe 


* It ſhould be obſerv'd in the ſecond 


| poſed to the Injuries of the Air; that 
| the more the Blood abounds with a 


Colour, and the more apt is it to ſto 


ö of the Skin, conſidering the Subtili- 
| ty and Fineneſs of the Veſſels that 
convey it; that the Nitre of the Air 
mixing with the Nitre of the Blood, 
ſtagnates it in the ſmall Glands, and 


| lour to the Skin; and if it makes any 
| long ſtay, it occaſions Protuberances 
| and 


in the minute Globules of the Glands 


many ſmall Glands which ſerve as | 
Steves to filtre the Blood. 3 


11. Place, that the Face is always ex- 


J ſubtile Nitre, the more florid is its 


in the minute Veſſels, which being 
there fix'd, it communicates its Co- 
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and Pimples: It cannot remain long 
without the Veſſels, without corrupt- 
ing; and then it occaſions Puſtules, 


vhich come to Suppuration: This Prus 
does very often ſpread itſelf between 
the Skin and the Scart-skin, uſually . 


call'd Epidermis, which it dries, and 


forms it into Scales, looking not un- 
like brahny Tetters, which drop off 
in time, and are ſucceeded by freſh 
Zones, as the ſmall Coagulations are 
Zrenew'd, the productive Cauſe ſtill 
ſubſiſting. 


This is the mechanical Rationale 


which I aſſign of this Diſeaſe, which 
is no other than a ſimple Indiſpoſiti- 
on of the Skin and Scart-s&in: To 
appropriate a ſuitable Remedy there- 
unto, it muſt of neceſſity be an Ab- 
# ſorbent, to deſtroy the ſuperabundant 
2 Nitre, and a Diſſolvent, to diſſipate 
the Coagulations which are already 


made, or ſhall be made in the Part: 
Thus by clearing the Blood of the 


ſuperſluous Nitre, and by attenuating 


the Blood which is ſtopp'd in the 
M 4 Glands 
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Giands of the Skin, the Symptom 
muſt certainly ceaſe, and the Skin 
recover its natural State. 

This will not appear diſconſonant | 
to Reaſon, if it be conſider'd, that | 
the more ſubtile the Blood is, the | 
more eaſily is it coagulated by the 
Penetration of Air, as it happens to 
1 the Face, when, as hath been ſaid, it 
n is impregnated with a ſubtile Nitre, 
[ and is penetrated by the Nitre of the 
| Air, which aſſiſts in compleating the 
| Coagulations there. In like Manner |: 
the Pleuriſy never happens, but when 
the Blood, by a violent Agitation, 
| is ſubtiliſed and rarefied to ſuch a De- 
gree, that the Pores being dilated 
and open, the cold and ſubtile Air, 


WWP 


to which the Body chances to be ex- 

HH poſed, ruſhes freely into the Blood, 

| and coagulates it by its Nitre: This 

| is my Idea of a Pleuriſy. Although 
1 it has been remark'd that the Pores | 
1 of the Skin are very minute; yet if 

there be a ſubtile Nitre in the Air, 
and I ſuppoſe in this Caſe that there 
is 
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is, this acrial Nitre will not fail ro 
enter into a Commixture with 1t, trom 
the natural Aptitude that two like 
Subſtances have to unite; ſo that not- 
withſtanding the minuteneſs of the 
Pores, they will act 1 and 
coagulate the Blood and the Liquors 
which are in the Glands of the Skin. 
If theſe be ſuppoſed, it will then 
follow that nothing but an Abſor- 
bent, and a Diflolvent well adapted, 
and taken internally, can put an End 
to Indiſpolitions of this Kind, and 
by deſtroying the Nitre, which might 
in the End bring on a Megrim and 
a a Conſumption, re-eſtabliſn the Body 
in good Plight, and aboliſh the mor- 
bifick Cauſe: It caunot be diſputed 
| whether or no this Malady proceeds 
from a Coagulation of the 4 in 
the Glands of the Skin; and it muſt 
be acknowledged at the ſame Time, 
that all Coagulations are made by an 
Acid. | 255 
This being the Caſe, nothing but 
a Diſſolvent and an Abſorbent will 
M 5 Ee 
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be capable of deftroying the Acid, 
and diſſipating the Coagulation: Now 
a Remedy which diſſipates Obſtruc- 
tions of the Viſcera, and Cancers of 
the Breaſt, which cures ſcrophulous 
Glands, which hinders the Genera- 
tion of the Stone, by liquefying the 
Humour which glues together the 
Sand of which it conſiſts; I ſay, a 
Remedy which can work all theſe 
Effects, may with far greater Eaſe 
remove an Obſtruction in the Glands 
of the Skin; for indeed all Coagula- 
tions, great and ſmall, have one and 
the ſame Principle and Cauſe; and 
the Medicine that will remove one, 
will remove all others. The Action 
of a Remedy which amalgamates 
with the Blood, and diſtributes itſelf 
into all Parts of the Body where the 
Blood circulates, muſt affect the Bo- 
dy univerſally, becauſe the Blood cir- 
culates every where; therefore it muſt 
act as an Abſorbent and a Diſſolvent 
in all Parts. Jr hs 


I can't 
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I can't help thinking that this ts a 
rational way of Arguing, as to the 
Nature both of the Diſeaſe, and of 
the Remedy: It were to be wiſh'd 
that in the Treatment of all Diſeaſes, 
a ſerious way of Reflecting were made 
uſe of about their Nature and Symp- 
toms, and likewiſe the Remedies to 
be made uſe of for their Cure: This 
would be a Method of forming a ra- 
tional Syſtem, which would take off 
the neceſſity of lgaving any Thing 
to mere Hazard. | 
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Of Difeaſes of the Fyes, and 
ff the Plague. 


T is paſt all Diſpute, that the 
Perfection of Health conſiſts in 


a free Circulation of the Fluids, they | 


having no vicious Intermixture that 
is capable of producing an Alteration 
in them. 

It is no leſs certain, that when a 
Plethora prevails, or the Liquors are 
too thick, the Circulation is ſluggiſn; 
in both theſe Caſes Impediments and 
Obſtructions will be torm'd- in the 
minute capillary Veſſels. 

When the Nature of the Liquors 
is alter d by Diſſolution, and they 
are render d too fluid, they are im- 
pelld with Rapidity againſt the 
weaker and the more delicate Parts, 
and ſo they load and embarraſs 
them. 

When the ſame Juices become 
eager, faline, and pungent, they will 

pf irritate 
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irritate and contract the Fibres, and 
inflame the very ſenſible Parts. 

This is the Idea which I have 
formed of the Cauſe of moſt Diſeaſes 
ot the Eyes, which I look upon as 
the moſt delicate, the moſt weak, 
the moſt ſenſible, and the moſt- ex- 
poſed Parts of the Body. 

The Veſlels which are diſtributed 
in the Globe and in the Muſcles of 
the Eye are exceeding fine and mi- 
nute. 3 15 
Now when a Plethora has repleted 
theſe very fmall Veſſels of the Eye, 
and its Parts; the whole becomes 
charged, tumefied, and diſtended: 
Tears, being the moſt fluid Part of 
the Liquors, are ſqueezed out by 
the Compreſſion they fufter, and a 
| heavy, dull, tenſive Pain is felt. | 
If the Blood be viſcous enough to 
clog up all the Canals which diſtribute. 
Nouriſhment to rhe Part, an Atro- 
phy of the Eye muſt enſue, by which. 
it will be utterly conſumed, as I have 
ſeen it, and this for want of receiv- 

ing, 
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ing, or through a Privation from 
Obſtruction. 

When the Blood is too much diſ- 
ſolv'd, the Eyes grow large and 
glare, with a moderate Degree of 
Pain; and laſtly, when the Blood is 
eager, ſaline, and pungent, it cauſes 
Irritations, the Irritations cauſe Con- 
tractions, the Contractions cauſe Ob- 
ſtructions, Extravaſations, and In- 
flammations, which produce a Mul- 
titude of conſequent Symptoms. 

There is a vaſt Number of other 


kinds of Diſeaſes which the Eyes are 
ſubject to, but they having but little 


to do with my Subject, thoſe who 
are willing to inform themſelves of 
them, may have Recourſe to the 
Authors who have written about 


When Defluxions of the Eyes are 
obſtinate and of long Continuance, 
there is Danger that they will form 
an Obſtruction in the Pupil, and pro- 
duce a Cataract. | 

Fa | | When 
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When the Blood and the Liquors 
are convey'd to the Eyes in great 
Quantities, and are impeded, com- 
preſs d, or obſtructed in their return; 
then the Eyes will encreaſe in Size, 
and will ſtand out of the Orbit: This 
is called the Ox eye. : | 

In Diſorders of theſe Kinds, re- 

courſe is ever had to Diet, Bleeding, 
and external Applications, as Colly- 
ria, Veſicatories, Plaifters, Cupping, 
Sc. Yet I have often remark'd, 
that theſe Operations and Applica- 
tions, how judiciouſly ſoever they 
may be deſign'd, do not work a Cure, 
but the Patient is left to languiſh out 
a tedious Time in vain Expectance 
of Relief. 

Theſe Conſiderations, and a Prin- 
ciple of Charity, oblige me to impart 
to the Publick, what I learned in my 
Youth from a Maſter-Surgeon at 
Paris, no leſs eminent for his Skill, 
than for his excellent Qualities. His 
Name was M. Paris, he was a Doc- 
tor of Phyſick of the Faculty of 

Rheims, 
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Rheims, a Surgeon of the long Robe, 


and a Profeſſor. 


Having the Honour to be at that 
Time one of his Pupils, he took me 
along with him one Day. to ice a Pa- 
tient of his, who had an acute Fever, 
which ſo affected his Brain that he 
became Lethargick: At the ſame 
Time that he preſcribed for him, he 


| gave me Orders to lay on behind each 


ar of the Patient, a Semi- circle of 
the Cauſtick-Stone, which I did ac- 


cording to his Inſtructions. 


I perceived, much to my Surprize, 
that the Patient recover'd his Senſes 
that ſame Day, and as the Eſcarr ſe- 
parated, and the Suppuration increas'd, 
the Diſeaſe abated, and he ſoon re- 
cover d. | 

I expreſs'd my Surprize to my 


great Maſter, telling him, that tho' 


had been concern'd in Practice nine 
or ten Years, and had made ſeveral 
Campaigns and Voyages, yet I never 


had ſeen this Operation. Whether 
it was out of Modeſty, or for ſome 


other 
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other Reaſon, he laid no claim to the 
Invention, but bid me confidently 
have Recourſe to it in all Diſorders 
of the Head : Above all, fays 'he, 
remember that it 1s a ſovereign Re- 
medy in Diſeafes of the Eyes, the 
| Teeth, and the Ears, but eſpecially 
the Eyes: Try it the firſt Time you 
have an Opportunity, and you'll be 
convinced of the Truth of it. Al- 
tho' he did not explain to me the Ra- 
tionale of this Operation, yet J ak 
ways kept the Thing ſtrong in my 
Memory, till J had an Occaſion of 

utting it in Practice at Luſerne, 
in 1666, being at that time Surgeon- 
Major to His Royal Highneſs, now 
King of Sicily. | 
J had then the Satisfaction of obſerv- 
ing the good Effects which it produced 
in a great Number of different Diſ- 

orders. | | 
But when I was Surgeon-Major to 
the King of France, at the Hoſpital 
of Briangon, in 1691 or 1692. 1 
met with a Caſe which well de- 
ſerves 
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ſerves Notice, and ſhould never be for- 


gotten. 

A young Soldier came to the 
Hoſpital, having the Ball of one 
Eye entirely conſumed, inſomuch 
that a large Hazel- nut might with 


eaſe have been placed in the Orbit, 


which ſeem'd to have nothing in it, 
ſave a little Spot of red fleſh at the 


Bottom. This naturally befel him, 


no external Harm having in the leaſt 
contributed thereunto. | 
After a careful Inquiry into his 
Complaint, I order'd a young Fellow 
to perform the Operation behind both 
Ears, without ſparing the Skin; and 
this with an Intent of preſerving the 


Eye that remain'd. 


I thought no more of the Patient 


for three Weeks, when asking the 


Lad concerning him, he told me he 
was very well, and that was all. I 
had the Curioſity to go ſee him, ſo 
the Boy brought me into the Ward, 
and ſhew'd me a Soldier who had 
two ſound Eyes,. which made me tell 

| the 
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the Boy,, this is not the Man; the 
Patient I want to ſee has but one 
Eye. £1 | 
The Soldier anſwer'd, Sir, I am 
the Man; but I could ſcarce believe 
him before I had examined his Ears, 
which gave me ſufficient Teſtimony 
of the Operation's having been per- 
form'd. 

The Wounds were ſtill open, and 
I was convinced to my very great Sa- 
tisfaction, that he was the ſame Man 
whom I had ſeen but a ſhort Time 
before in ſo miſerable a Condition. 

He return'd ſoon after to his Re- 
giment, and as often as he march'd 
through Briaupon, the poor Creature 
would be ſure to return me a thou- 
ſand hearty Thanks: I ſhould be 
very cautious of giving Credit to ſo 
unlikely a Story as this, whoever 


ſhould tell it me; however, it is a 


real Truth, and the whole Hoſpital 
| were Witneſſes ol it. | 
I have ſince that Time performed 


the ſame Operation with great Con- 
8 fidence, 
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fidence on a Multitude of Occafions, 


and never without Succeſs ; and con- 
ſidering with my ſelf by what Means 
theſe Drains ſhould produce ſo ſaluta- 
ry an Effect; I obſerv'd, that the 
backſide of the Ears is an Emuncto- 
ry of the Brain, and conſequently a 
Part liable to Obſtructions, conſi- 
dering the Fineneſs of the Veſſels, 
and the Aptneſs of the Emunctories 
to be charged with Humours, in In- 
diſpoſitions where whatever oppreſſes 
1 overcharges Nature, is in Part 
depoſited in the Glands and the ex- 
cretory Canals. 
| There paſſes behind each Ear a 
large Branch of the carotid Artery, 
which ſends Branches to the Globe of 
the Eye, to the Muſcles, and the 
neighbouring Parts: This is the 
only Veſſel hereabouts that is of any 
Size. 4 
Now, let the Eyes be attack'd 
in any Manner whatever, for Ex- 
ample, by a Plet hora of the Part; 


by a Dryneſs, when the Veſſels are 


obſtructed, 
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obſtructed, or when the ſharp Hu- 
mours occaſion Irritations or In- 
flammations : This Operation will 
anſwer every End; by cauterizing 
the Veſlels, it checks the too abun- 
dant Courſe of the Liquors, and the 
Pain which the Operation cauſes, 
makes a ſalutary Revulſion, which 
diverts the Flux of the Liquids: 
The Veſſels of the Part being divi- 
ded by the Burning, the Obſtructi- 
ons are deſtroy'd, and the Pain giv- 
ing a Shock and impetuous Motion 
to the Spirits, ſuffices to remove the 
Stoppage of the Tubes, which muſt 
open and dilate, receiving at the ſame 
time the Liquors, which having re- 
gaind their Courſe, the Atrophy 
muſt terminate, and the Humours of 
the Eye be repair'd, for want of 
which they were before conſumed. 
When the Eyes are charged and 
ſoak'd with ſharp, acid, and faline 
Humours, nothing is more ſervice- 
able than this Operation; for, as I 
have obſery'd, it forthwith _ 
U 
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the impetuous Courſe of the Liquors, 
— the Patient feels immediate Re- 
lief. | 

But as the Eſcarr comes gradually 
to rot, diffolve and ſuppurate, the 
Pas which is generated, and which 
proceeds from dead fleſh, is purulent, 
tetid and ſharp. | 

But as Things of a like Nature 
do eaſily join and unite, all the little 
Branches of the Vetlels which were 
lacerated by the Cauftick, having 
their Mouths open'd in the Suppura- 
tion of the Efearr, do depoſite all 
that is vicious, acrid and ſaline among 
their Contents, in the Wound; which 
is moiſten'd with a Juice of the like 
Nature; and thus large and benefi- 
cial Suppurations are otten produced. 
Fe appears from hence, that the 
Blovd, which is at that Time carried 
to the Eyes, will be depurated, fil- 
tred, and from acrid and acid, be- 
come ſweet and balſamick, which is 
alone fufficient for the Cure. Whe- 
ther this mechanical Rationale of the 

Matter, 
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Matter, which would well admit of 
a better IIluſt ration, be juſt, or whe- 
ther the Effect be pertorm'd after 
ſome other Manner; this at leaſt is 
certain, that Eyes entirely loſt and 
conſumed may be reſtored, and Guttæ 
ſerene cured by this Operation; as it 
happened not long ſince to a Prieſt 
on whom it was perform'd by M. 
Calcan, a Maſter-Surgeon of Tarin, 
This Man's Eye was fair and ſound 
to all Appearance, yet was it utterly 
deprived of the viſive Faculty; not- 
withſtanding in a ſhort Time it was 
perfectly reſtored by Virtue of this 
Operation. | 

_ Suppofing Nature's mechanical 
Way of Acting to be ever ſo much 
involy'd in Obſcurity, as in this Caſe 
it is, and that there is no poffibility 
of explaining it, without making all 
one can fay or write about it, liable 
to be cenſured and rejected; = does 
not this a Jot diminiſh: the Value of 
the Effects which her Goodneſs pro- 
duces, nor take off from the Io 
0 
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of the Operation: This is not the 
only Inſtance in which we are ſenſible 


enough of an Effect whoſe Cauſe is 


to us inexplicable. 


Nothing carries a greater Reſem- | 


blance of a Miracle, than the Succeſs 
of this petty Operation, which re- 
ſtores Sight to Eyes entirely conſum- 
ed and dried up, diſſipates a Gutta 


ſerena, which has ever been regarded 
as incurable, hinders the Progreſs of 
a beginning Cataract, and deſtroys it 


. though it be already form'd in the 
Pupil. 


ly takes it off in a ſhort Time: It 
Jiflipates Defluxions, Inflammations, 


Opilations, and Suffuſions of the Eyes, 
without the Aſſiſtance of any other 


Remedy; this is what I have expe- 
rienced a Multitude of Times, and 
my Brother Surgeons, to whom 1 


t ſpeedily abates Pain, and entire- | 


| 
| 
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have communicated it, know it full | 


well, having practiſed it as well as 
myſelf on diverſe Occaſions, and I be- 
lieve that no Man ever did ſo before 


me 
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me in this Country: This Operation 
may in Caſe of Neceſſity be per- 


torm'd with an Iron Inſtrument, it 


would be ſooner done, and would be 


leſs painful and leſs burthenſom. 


It would draw out the Blood, 
which might very likely produce a 
better Effect, by being diſcharged 
near the Part afflicted, than if it were 
drawn from Hands and Feet: And 


indeed it the Malady aroſe from too 


great an Abundance of Blood alone, 
convey'd to the Part too copioutly, 
the Relief would be ſpeedy and bene- 
ficial, as likewiſe in ſoporous Diſor- 
ders; but excluding theſe Caſes, I 


find that the Pain which laſts ſome 
[Time after the Cauſtick has wrought 


its Effect, is a very ſpeedy Remedy; 
for I have obſerved on many Occaſi- 
ons, that a good Part of the Pains 
were gone when the Cauſtick had 


perform'd its Operation. 


The Operation by the Cauſtick 
furniſhes a longer and more copious 


Suppuration. 
N The 
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The Wounds keep open much 
longer, and the afflicted Part may 


diſembarraſs itſelf at leiſure: The 
Suppuration and the Rottenneſs of 

the Eſcarr haye a kind of attractive | 
Quality, whereby they ſuck out from | 


the lacerated Tubes and wounded 


Glands the viſcous Juices, which in- 
ſtead of being conducted as they 
were before, to the Part aggrieved, 
are conſtrain'd to unite with the cager || 
and viſcous Ferments of the diſſolvd 
Eſcarr, and the Pus. which is con- 
tain'd in the Extent of the Wound. 
For theie Reaſons, I preter a | 
Cauſtick to an Iron Inftrument, in || 
Diſcaſes of the Head and Eyes. | 
I am of the ſame Opinion with re- || 
gard to the Operation which M. A- 
prun, an Eugliſbman, cauſed to be 
perform'd at Vienne during the laſt || 
Plague that raged there. | 
He believing that the Peſtilential | 
Venom, which enters into the Body | 
through the Pores of the Skin, or 
in Reſpiration, communicates with 
| the 
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have laid down, we muſt agree that 
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the Blood, and by the Way of Cir- 


| culation is often depoſited upon the 


Groins or the Armpits, as Emuncto- 
ries, cauſed an opening to be made 
with an Iron Inſtrument, and in it. 
was placed a Tap, this was done at 
the Hmunctories, in order to hinder 
the Venom from ſtopping and turn- 
ing in upon the Glands of thoſe Parts; 
through this Paſlage it was to be e- 
vacuated, and ſo prevented from ta- 


king its Road towards the Heart. 


This Operation he got perform'd on 
himſelf and ſeveral of his Friends. 

It we confider the Effect which 
the Cauſtick produces, and reflect a 
little on the Obſervations which J 


it is 4g" e to the Iron Inſtrument, 
ö t 


on this Occalion, as well as on the 
foregoing. | 

That the Cauftick opening the 
Glands, and a great Number of Vet- 
ſels, the Humours are as it were urged 
to take their Courſe that way, and 
be diſcharged, 
204 'That 
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That all the Mouths of the Veſſels 
are conſiderably open'd by the moiſ- 
ture which artſes from the Diſſoluti- 


on of the Eſcarr, and conſequently 
the Suppuration muſt be more plen- 


titul. 


That the. Veſſels which unload | 
themſelves into the Wound, do there- 


by conſtrain the diſtant Liquors to 
move that way, in order to repleniſh 


the Vacuity; and thus is there a ſuc- | 
ceſſive Attraction carried on, wheres | 
by the ill conditioned Fluids are drawn | 


from the Centre to the Opening. 


This to me appears both natural and 
well- grounded. For here Nature re- 
quires a powerful Aſſiſtance, who | 
from the firſt Days of the Attack of 
the Diſeaſe being ſo heavily charged 
and oppreſſed, is not able of herſelf 


alone to procure a critical Motion for 


her Relief. 5 


I have ſeen, in my firſt Campaigns | 
in Germany, Perſons die of the Plague | 
before my Eyes, with Bubo's under 
the Armpits, for want of ſufficient | 


Strength 
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Strength to ſuppurate and diſcharge 
them: Iſ theſe Patients had met with 


ſuch a Help as I have been ſpeaking 
of, in all Appearance, the Venom 


which Nature had protruded ſo far, 


would have found a favourable Iſſue, 


and have been evacuated without re- 


turning inward, as it did, and reach- 


q * Heart by Circulation. 


his Operation ſhould be per- 


form'd, not only when there appears 


any Elevation or Tumour in the E- 
munctories, but likewiſe when no 
ſuch Thing is perceptible; it is e- 


nough to be aſſured that the Perſon 
is attack'd, and on this Occation I. 
never ſcrupled to proceed to the Ope- 
ration directly. | 


Diſeaſes of the Eyes have inſenſi- 
bly. led me on farther than I intended, 


every Man is at Liberty to make 
what uſe of it he ſhall think fit, and 


judge of it as he pleaſes. 


Thoſe whom either Duty or Cha- 
rity engages in attending on peſtilen- 
tial Perſons, ought to neglect nothing 

N 3 that 
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that may preſerve either thoſe they 


take care of, or themſelves. 


The great Secret conſiſts, in my 
Opinion, in preſerving what is good | 
in the Blood, and in augmenting it, | 
it poſſible, by the Help of Cordials, | 
a good Regimen of Living, and a 
Sedateneſs of the Spirits: In deſtroy- 
ing that. which has a malignant Diſ- 
poſition to propagate the epidemical 
Diſeaſe; in defending the Emun&o- 
ries by Amulets, which have the 
Virtue of diſperſing from the Body 
the infected Air, in the Manner. of 
crude Mercury, which by forming 
a Vortex of Vapours about the Body, 
hinders the Infection from entering: 
In procuring an Exit for the Venom 
when it has penetrated into the Body, 
by Reſpiration, or the Pores, by | 
opening it free and eaſy Paſſages, at 
thoſe Places cſpccially where Nature 

rotrudes and expels whatever op- 
preſſes her, as well as all Superflui- | 
ties and Impurities; ſuch are the E- | 

| munctories 
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munctories which ſerve as Sinks and 
Drains to the Blood and Liquors. 

The Emunctories having been 
opened with a Cauſtick, ſhould after 
the falling of the Eſcarr, be tented 
to hinder the Reunion, to cauſe Irri- 
tations, Inflammations, Acceſs of 
Humours, and abundant Suppurati- 
on: They ſhould be dreſs'd often, 
ſqueezed, and probed, and in ſhort 
treated in a Method quite oppoſite to 
that which I practiſe in dreſſing of 
Wounds, that they may be kept open 
till the Depuration of the Ee 
be accompliſh'd, which may be 
known by the Abſence of the Symp- 
toms, and by the good Diſpoſition 
of the Patient on whom Fl pain- 
ſul Cauteries procure an abundant E- 
vacuation of the peſtilential Virus, 
far more beneficial than that which is 
made by purging Medicines; they 
taking but ſinall hold of the Fer- 
ments, and evacuating indiſcriminate- 
ly both what is good and bad; where- 
as by this Way, Nature filtres thro' 
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the Openings, nothing but what is 
bad and 7 among the Liquors, 
retaining al 


cure in a ſhort Time the Deſtru 


ractitioners know it full well. 


As long as the Virus, of what Na- 


ture ſoever it be, has not attacked the 
ſolid Parts, but is ſtill kept ſwim- 
ming in the Fluids, I think it ſuffi- 
cient to provide it Out- lets, and to 
ſollicit it to a critical Motion: To 


excite, for Example, in the Pox, in- | 
ſtead of a Flux at the Mouth, a 


Flux at the opened Glands of ſome 
one Emunctory ; to open the Veſſels 
in which the Virus is contain'd, and 
by which it may naturally be diſ- 

charged 


that is good and uſeful: 
This Operation, and the Manner of 
Dreſſing, is warranted by the Exam- i 
ple of peſtilential Bubo's coming to 
Suppuration, which are opened with 
a Cauſtick, in the ſame Manner, and 
are treated and dreſſed after the ſame * 
Faſhion, they never failing to pro- 

&ion 4 
and Expulſion of the Virus which in- 
fected the Blood: Every Day's Ex- 
pore may evince this Truth, and 
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charged without Conflict, and with- 
out Violence; in a Word, to open 


a Gate through which the Enemy 
vill be compell'd to retreat alone. 


It is to be imagined that it would 
be proper to treat all other Ferments 
in the ſame Manner, for Nature is 


uniform in her Operations, and has 
but one mechanical Way of Acting. 


Tho' I have already aſſerted, that 


this Operation 1s really preferable to 
Purges, yet thoſe which are blended: 


with crude Mercury, may be admi- 
niſtred with good Succeſs, in the 
Cure of all contagious Diſeaſes, for 
the Reaſons I have given in my Trea- 
tiſe of Mercury. 

It may be objected to me, that if the 
Plague be communicated as it ſeems to 
be, by a Parcel of ſmall Worms, or the 
Eggs of Worms, the Wounds being 
often dreſs'd, Worms or their Seeds 
will enter in, and hatch in the Ul- 
cers, and fo be mix'd with the Blood, 
Humours, and Prince. 
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at the Mouth, imix'd with Purga- | 
tives, one Part of which affociates |} 
with the Lymph, circulates with it, | 
and conſequently is communicated to 
the Juices and Humours which arc | 
depoſited in the Ulcers; the Pas be- 
ing impregnated with the volatile Par- 
ticles ' of the Mercury, will deftroy 
the Worms which the Air ſhall have 
introduced into the Ulcers, 

Moreover, I ſuppoſc, that the Per- 
ſon ſhall wear Amulets of the ſame 
Metal about him; the Vapour which 
comes from theſc will drive away and 
deſtroy every Thing that is contagi- 


dus in the Air which ſurrounds the 


Body; the Commerce and Union of 


the mercurial Particles which is 


made from within to without, and 


from without to within, muſt in a 


little Time totally deſtroy the malig- 
nant, vicious and contagious Fer- 
ments, of what Nature loever they 
be. Tt requires indeed a thorough 
Knowledge, of Mercury, to be able 
to come into, and reliſh this way of 
Reaſoning. =” 

Of 
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Of jucyſtated Tamonrs. 


Rpericnce has abundantly con- 
vinced me, that a greater Part 
of the Tumours which are ſo frequent 
in this Country, are made by Con- 
geſtion, incyſtated, and of a cold 
Nature. 
Any one may be ſatisfy'd of the 
Truth of this, who will examine in- 
to the Nature of the Air, Food, 
Waters, and ways of Living that arc 
hefe . 7 et 
Northerly Winds blow oſteneſt, 
and before they reach us, they pals 
over large Tracts of Lakes, Rivers, 
Pools, Sc. from which they take up 
| great Quantities of Vapours; and 
having not the Liberty to expand 
themſelves, they are ſent in upon us 
through a narrow Paſlage, terminat- 
ed on either ſide by Mountains, which 
form a Sort of large Canal, and are 
at laſt arreſted in their Progreſs by 
Mountains of an exceeding great 
| N 6 height 
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height, as Mont-vic, and thoſe about 


it; fo that being deny'd a farther | 
Progreſs, they ſtop in Piedmont, | 
where the Inhabitants take them in 
by Reſpiration, and they produce | 
very ſenſible Effects even upon the 
moſt ſolid Bodies, as Experience teſ- 
tifies: The general Food of this 
Country is fat, nouriſhing, and viſ-— 
cous: Its Waters are heavy and mud- 
dy, approaching to the Nature of its 
Air, which is no other than a ſubti- 
liſed Water. „ 

Theſe Things conſider d, it ſhould ? 
not be ſurprizing to ſee here ſo many 
* large Necks, ſo many Obſtructions, 
Opilations, cold Humours, Wens, 


| Weakneſſes of the Joints, crooked *' 


and ſwoln Legs. 4 

Too large a Quantity of a very 
nouriſhing Diet, a ſedentary Life, to 
which the Inhabitants. are too much 
accuſtomed, together with what 1 


* Oui tumidum Guttur miratur in Alpibus? Juv. 


have 
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have remark'd before, muſt alſo con- 
tribute to thicken the Blood and 
the other Liquors, and render their 
Motion fluggiſh and flow, which 
will bring on a Multitude of Infir- 
A mities. | 

It is not my Deſign to concern my 
ſelf with ſuch Diſorders as are with- 
out the Bounds of Surgery; I have 
not a Capacity equal to ſuch an Un- 
dertaking: I ſhall confine myſelf to 
what I know, and to the Obſervati- 
ons and Experience with which I 
have been furniſhed by a long Prac- 
F UCC. 

The Bronthocel:, which is ſo com- 
mon in theſe Parts, and to which the 
Female Sex are eſpecially liable, af- 
fords an Indication by which a Judg- 
ment may be made that all the other 
Tumours do participate, more or 
7 leſs, of its Nature; which may di- 
rect us to form a Syſtem, that ſhall 
Z convey an Idea of the Tumours that 


are form'd in different Parts of the 


Body, which are attended with no 
: | | Inflam- 
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Inflammation, being without Pain 
and generally incloſed in a Cy/tis. 
The Cy/tis of theſe Tumours is no- 
thing elſe but the Membrane of the 
Gland in which the "Tumour be- 
gins, whole excretory Duct is clogg'd 
by ſome Viſcoſity, ſo that it conti- 
nually receives Juices, which not be- 
ing able to find a free Out-let, they | 
there ſtop, tumity the Gland, and || 
enlarge and ftretch its Membrane, I 
which is too weak not to yield to the |? 
Preſſure. „ | 4 
Thus ariſes a Tumour, which tho 
at firſt it ſeems minute · and dcipica- |! 
ble, yet may in Time become confi- | 
derable : If this firit Gland continues 
to enlarge, it will compreſs the ex- 
cretory . Ducts of the neighbouring | 
Glands, and then they alſo will en- 
creaſe in Size for the ſame Reaſon; 
and fo Pellets of Tumours will be 
form'd, which by Degrees will take 
entire Poſſeſſion of the 2 
According to this Principle, the 
Viſcoſity of the Juices, and the Con- 
ſiſtence 
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ſiſtence of the thicken'd Liquors, not 
being able to purſue their Courſe, are 
$ conſtrained to ſtand ſtill, and be a- 
maſs'd together, and at length by 
their Stagnation to grow eager, ſome- 
times to ſuch a Degree as to occaſion 
an univerſal Coagulation in all the 
neighbouring Parts, as it happen'd 
the late M. Je Comte de Vallediſe, and 
2 ſome Ycars afterwards to his Wife. 
This Gentleman living in the Coun- 
try, unprovided with Perſons capable 
of doing him any Scrvice in an Ob- 
ſtruction that was form'd in the Me- 
ſentery, which by Degrees grew to a 
monſtrous Size, being at leaſt as big 
Jas a Man's Head, all the other Parts 
Jof the lower Belly were attack'd with 
the ſame Malady, being as hard as a 
Stone: "The ſpermatick Veſſels, and 
both the Groins, were vaſtly enlarg- 
ed, and the Srrotum and Tefticles 
3 alſo as big as ones Head: Theſe 
terrible Coagulations would yield to 
no Remedics; the Conſultations on 
his Caſe, in which I aſſiſted, ſerved 
to 


—— 
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to no other End, than to fill us with 
Aſtoniſhment. . 

About ſeven or eight Vears after- 
wards his Wife was attack'd with a 
Tumour on one of her Arms, which 
1 through Neglect, and wrong Dreſ- 

| ſing, became at length bigger than | 
ones Head: I was lent for to her wien 
this terrible Tumour, by its Size, its | 

Weight, and its dragging the Tegu- 

ments of the Bending of the Elbow, 

had occaiion'd a Strangulation, where- 
by the fore Part of the Arm was in 
danger of being gangrened. This 
determined M. Verne and me to open 
the Tumour, which diſcharg'd an 
abundance of Lymph and. Blood, and | 
| in eight Days put an End to the Pa- 
f tient's Life. | 
| Here the Husband and the Wiſe | 
[ were both cut off by a like Diſorder |: 
| in different Parts: There is ſome Ap- 
1 pearance, that the natural Diſpoſiti- 
| ons of theſe two Perſons might con- | 
tribute to the Progreſs of their Com- 
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that theſe prodigious Events might 
have been provided againſt, if in due 
time, a good and powertul Abſorbent 
and Diſſolvent had been adminiftred 
internally, and an attenuating Dia- 
— applied externally. 
Di.iſorders of this Nature are ordi- 
narily neglected, *till they are come 
to ſuch a Paſs as to take off all 
Hopes of curing them. This was the 
3 Caſe of the late M. Viow, a ſubſtan- 
tial Citizen of Turin, whom I viſited. 
about five and thirty Years ago: He 
had a kind of Wen, as big as an 
Egg, on the middle of the Lamb- 
Ta Suture, which I adviſed him 
to have eradicated before twas too 
late, but a Phyſician of his Acquain- 
J tance, otherwiſe a skilful Man, op- 
poſed it. | 
It grew at length to a monſtrous 
Size, being as big as a Pail: This Bur- 
den he bore upon his Shoulders, 
walking quite double: In Time it 
gangrened, and he ſent for me to- 
gether with M. Engleſſo, his Phyſi- 
| Clan. 
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| cian. I cut the Tumour into four 
| Parts: It was fill'd with a prodigious 
| 

| 


i Quantity of Bladders as big as Nuts, 
1 full of a thick Lymph, and void off 
Pain: I was forced to put my Hand 


| into the Tumour, as into a Bag, tot 
8 take out theſe Pellets: There was 1: 
1 very large Evacuation of thick 
"8 Lymph: The Tumour in three 
i Weeks was ſhrunk almoſt to nothing, 
* but yet the large Suppuration ſo ex- 
5 hauſted the Veſſels, and drain'd off, 
i in all Appearance, ſo much of the! 
1 Fluids, that his Blood being reducedW« 
1 to a bad State, he fell into a Fever, « 
'1 | and died when his Wen was almoſt 
1 cured. | —_ þ 
| Such is the Concluſion of theleYr 
1 Tumours when they have been ne- 
1 glected, or ill dreſs'd: I cannot help.! 
1 adding to the foregoing Inſtances! 
14 that of M. Scauagat, an Iron-Mer- d 
1 chant, for whom I was concern'd. Mr 
1 He had an indolent Tumour onfn 
1 the hind Part of his Thigh, whichF1: 


he took no Care of for ſome Time Mt 
at 
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at length it was bigger than ones 
Head, and its Weight in a Manner 
deſtroy'd the Action ot the Part. He 
then had recourſe to Advice and Re- 


medies, but notwithſtanding Fomen- 


tations and other Means, it viſibly 
increaſed; at length it was reſolved 


to open it, which accordingly was 
perform'd by M. Moron his Sur- 


geon. 


This vaſt Bulk was fill'd up en- 


tirely with a Subſtance like Plaiſter, 
ſuch as no Medicine could act upon: 
dF Corrofives were applied, and a Part 
Jof it was brought away, but when 
that which adhered to the large Veſ- 
ſels came to be ſeparated, a Hemor- 
J rbage, as I had predicted, enſued, 
-Y waich kill'd the Patient in a few 


I Days. | 
S Theſe four fatal Examples ſhouid 
determine both Patients and Surgeons 


not to be neglectful of indolent Tu- 


mours in their Beginning. Their In- 
ſenfibility is the Deſtruction of thoſe 


that have them. There's no great 


matter 


1 
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matter of Inconveniency in them they 


think, what need then of a Surgeon? 
And ſo they go on. 


Here I cannot forbear ſpeaking of | 


the uſual Manner in which theſe Ma- 


ladies are treated, which does the Pa- 


tient ſo little Service, that it puts him 
out of Conceit with Remedies. 
Recourſe is never had to any thing 
but Emollients, which indeed ſoften 
the Skin, but do no ways affect the 
Tumour. 


Very little or nothing is to be ex- 


pected from Purgatives; for it is not an 
abundance of Humours to which theſe 
Grievances are owing; it is to their 
Quality, which Purges are not capa- 
ble to correct: Leſs is ſtill to be 


hoped from Bleeding, if it be conſi- 


der'd, that it is really an E xhauſti- 
on of the *. N that is their very 


eſſential Cauſe; it will appear that 


b 7 
Diſſolvents muſt be employ'd; and 
if there be a Predominancy of an A- 
cid, then Abſorbents muſt be called 


in. 
If 


| 
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If an external Remedy be applied, 


it ſhould have Efficacy enough to 


ſhock and put in motion the Mat- 


ters which ſtand ſtill, to which End 


they muſt be attenuated and ſubtili- 
ſed, which may be done with atte- 
nuating Diaphoreticks and Diſcu- 
tients: Thus by external and inter- 


nal Remedies the Liquors may reco—- 
ver their Fluidity, and enter the Road 
of Circulation, and be carried off 


through the Pores, ſo that the Tu- 
mour ſhall diſappear. 
Now, that which authoriſes the 
Uſe of Emollicnts, is Cuſtom, and a 
kind of Seemingneſs that it ſhould 


be right to apply a ſoftening Medi- 


cine to a hard Tumour: But in or- 


der to apply Remedies judiciouſly, it 


24208 eas ied 


Cavul preſents itſelf, in the Likeneſs. 


* 


is neceſſary to be well acquainted with 
the Nature of Diſeaſes, and their 
Cauſes. - 
For Inſtance, if the annular Per- 
foration of the Peritonæum happens 
to be dilated, the Inteſtine or the 


of 
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of a Tumour in the Groin, (the for- 
mer of which is called Bubonocele, 
the latter Epiplocele) the Ring occa- 
ſions a painful Compreſſion, and a 
reſiſtent Harneſs. | 

Here Emollients are of ſervice ; 


they caſily penetrate the ſimple Te— 


8 and affect the Fibres of the 
ing, which being relaxed, yields to 
the gentle Preſſure which is made in 
order to reduce the Inteſtine or Cawl, 
and then the FTumour diſappears. 

But if the Inteſtine falls into the 
Scrotum, it forms an Enterocele, which 
is a very large and hard Tumour: In 
this Caſe Emollients are very perni- 
cious, as I have ſhewn in a Treatiſe 
written expreſly on this Subject. In 
the Infancy of Tumours, where the 
Matter which forms them has not 
had Time to harden, it may tranſpire 
through the Pores dilated by Emol- 
lients: This may hold good likewiſe 
in Tumours which make a ſpeedy 
Progreſs, they conſiſting of Liquids 
only, which are extravaſated, and re- 

ä tain 
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tain a Subtility and Fluidity ſuffi- 

cient to procure them an Egreſs 

through the Pores when they are re- 
laxed by Fotus's, or any other Ap- 

plications, | | 

But in 'Tumours whoſe increaſe is 

very gradual, and which have acquir- 

ed a certain Size and Hardneſs, E- 

mollients are wholly inſignificant. 

"Tis true indeed that when the 
are in the Condition of thoſe afore- 
mention'd, they arc out of the Reach 
of all Remedies; for by compreſſing 
the Blood-veſſels they hinder Circu- 
lation in the Part, and cauſe many 
other Miſchiefs. EQ 

If the Matter which fills them be 
put in Motion, it will corrupt, make 
an Alteration in its continent Parts, 
and come to a vicious and imperfect 
Suppuration. 

Nothing is then to be expected, 
but the fatal Conſequence of being 
obliged, in ſpight of ones ſelf, to 
open the Tumours, which from their 
prodigious Size, and the Number of 

Mouths 
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Mouths and Orifices of wounded 
Veſſels, muſt exhauſt the Patient, 
eſpecially conſidering that all the Ca- 
| nals which carry the Liquors in theſe 
| large T'umours, are dilated and wide: 
| | On which Score it comes to pals, 
that fo conſiderable an Evacuation, 
| and loſs of the Blood and Liquors 
| 


enſue, as muſt put a ſpeedy Period to 

the Perſon's Lifc. 
'The uſe of Emollients and hot Fo- 
mentations contribute much to di- 
| | late the Veſſels, and to render them 
„ varicous; and oftentimes theſe Reme- 
i dies, which ever occaſion ſome Mo- 
tion in the Liquors, excite a kind of 


Fermentation in them, which cauſes 


| a Swelling of the Liquors, fo that 
| they eſcape, and make ſuch an Inun- 


dation in the Tumour as is enough 


| to deceive the moſt skilful Perſon, 
[| who believes that a laudable Suppu- 
| ration is perform'd, when really no 
| ſuch Thing has happen'd, there be- 
l ing nothing within but Fluids, 
if which will ſoon corrupt, and are 
incapable 
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incapable of ever coming to a true 
Maturity. | 

Having ſhew'd what ſhould not be 
done, I am now to ſhew what is to 
| be done, having been taught it by 
Experience, upon which my flight 
Theory is built, and my whole Ar- 
gument turns. | 

When therefore a Tumour without 
Pain, Redneſs, or Heat, begins to 
appear in any Part of the Body, it 
is cſteem'd to be of the ſame Nature 
with thoſe of which I have ſpoken. 

Sometimes a imple Plaicter of 
Diabotanum will diſſipate them in a 
few Days; if it be ſomewhat ſtub- 
born, it will be proper to mix with 
it a little of the Salt of Aui, or for 
want of it Sal- armoniac, and then 
the Effect will ſoon follow. 

If theſe ſorts of Tumours have ac- 
quired a certain Size, ſome Aſtrin- 
gents ſhould be mix'd with the afore- 
ſaid Plaiſter, - which by moderately 
contracting the Fibres of the Skin 
and the Cy/tis, _ diminiſh the _ 

8 


6 
—_ 


of the Veſſels, cauſe an Expreſſion, 
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ſo that leſs Humours ſhall be brought 
to the Part, and force thoſe which 
are already extravaſated, to re-enter 


the Road of the Liquors, provided | 


they have been attenuated and made 
fluid by Diſſolvents. | 

No Time muſt be loſt in doing 
this; for if theſe Liquors have Time 
to grow thick, the Remedies cannot 
but prevent a large Quantity of them 
from being brought to the Part; but 
to render theſe Juices fluid, and diſſi- 
pate the Coagulation, internal Diſ- 
ſolvents may be employ'd, as Mer- 
cury well 2 and mixed up 
with gentle Purgatives. 

If theſe Tumours yield not to ſuch 
ſimple Remedies, which very rarely 


happens, or if they are become ſcro- 


hulous, nothing is better than a Sa- 
Db; it is the laſt Remedy that 
can be uſed to deſtroy entirely the 
antecedent and conjoin'd Cauſe, and 
to relieve Obſtructions of the Me- 


ſentery, which do almoſt always ac- 


company 
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company theſe Diſorders, by deſtroy- 
ing the predominant acid Ferment. 

I have obſerved, that when theſe 
Tumours are large and hard, the uſe 


of Mercury in Pills has a very falu- 
tary Effect; there are few Hardneſſes 


that can withſtand its Action, as it is 


incorporated with the Lymph, which 
is carried and conveyed into the moſt 
ſolid Parts for their Nutriment; 
where the Mercury breaks and ſepa- 
rates the united Humours, the Shock 
and Motion which it occaſions a- 
mongſt them, by a kind of Ferment, 
bringing on a laudable Suppuration. 
This 1 have many times experienced. 
When the Tumour is large and 
ſoft, Mercury taken in the Manner 
I mentioned, has little or no Effect 
upon Humours of this Nature, ſcarce 
any Thing but ſuch an Exhauſtion as 
a Salivation occaſions can remove 
them ; nor 1s even this infallible, 
When I was at Briancon, a Sol- 
dier was brought us with a ſoft Tu- 


mour on his Loins, which was the 


O2 moſt 
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moſt monſtrous for its Size that I 
ever ſaw. Every thing was done 
that could be thought of tor his Re- 
lief, Mercury, Salivation, Sc. but 
to no Purpoſe, for the Patient died 
of a Gangrene. | | | 
I thought myſelf under an Obli- 
gation to communicate to the Pub- 
lick the Obſervations I have made on 
theſe Maladies. I have condemn'd 
the too frequent uſe of hot Fomen- 
tations and Emollients, which how- 
ever are ſerviceable on ſeveral Occa- 
ſions; but Judgment is required in 
making an Application: I hope my 
Reflexions may be of ſome Advan- 
tage to the afflicted, for whom J ſtill 
labour, notwithſtanding my great 
Age of ſeventy Years, and my nar- 
row Capacity. ; 
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Of the Meaning of the Mord 
7557-5; "I | 

. Va! 
DEING return'd from Mee 
two Days ago, where we made 
ſome ſtay, expecting our King and 
Queen back from Sicily, I found there 
were left for me two of your Let- 
ters, the one of July 26, the other 
of Auguſt 5. In Anſwer to which I 
do myſelf the Honour to thank you 
for the printed Papers of the Sieur 
Gaetano Bortoli ; I ſhall only obſerve 
to you that they are excellent for mo- 
delling the Judgment, without expa- 
tiating upon their further Merit, and 
ſo I ſhall proceed directly to the Sub- 
ject of your Queſtion, hoping at the 
ſame time to ſatisfy the Carlaäty of 
the Sieur Boccacin. | 

Although in my Work I frequent- 
ly make ule of the Word Eſcarr, yet 


I have aſſerted that it is a Term of 
Oy Cuſtom, 
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Cuſtom, which has been by every 
Body made uſe of improperly ; it be- 
ing my Opinion that a Ball, let it 
paſs through any Part whatever, is not 
capable of making an Eſcarr, tho! it 
may _ occaſion ſomething very 
like it: Nothing can make an Eſcarr, 
but by burning; now a Ball diſ- 
charged from a Piece has no Power | 
of Burning, for it is an eaſy Matter | 


to take it in the Hand immediately 


after, without the leaſt painful Senſa- 
tion of Heat; therefore it cannot 
form an Eſcarr. 

'The Violence of the Powder drives 
it out without touching it; if it re- 
ceives any heat, it muſt be from its 
Friction with the Air; but this is ſo 


inconſiderable, that a Bullet or Stone 


diſcharg'd from a Croſs-bow, would 
acquire as much, and would produce 
the ſame Effect on the Parts. 

That which is taken for an Eſcarr, 
is only produced at the Entry and 
Exit of the Ball: You deſire, Sir, 


to be inform'd, how it comes about, 


that 
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that the like happens not throughout 
its whole Paſſage ? | 

If the ſeveral Parts of the Body 
were all of the ſame Nature, the 
| Thing would undoubtedly be ſo; 
they would all receive the ſame Im- 
preſſion. | 

The Skin is made up of a Contex- 
ture of long, round, ftrait, oblique, 
circular and tranſverſe Fibres, it is per- 
forated by an infinite Number of Pores, 
each of which has a ſmall Gland, 
a lymphatic Veſſel, and an excreto- 
ry Duct; the nervous Fibres and the 
Veſſels make an exceeding fine, dry, 
and compact Woot, and this forms 
that Membrane which is the Seat of 
the Touch, and inveſts the whole 
Body; it is then in Virtue of theſe 
nervous Fibres, that it has a quick 
Senſation, and that the Soul is pre- 
ſently advertiſed of the leaft prick it 
receives. | 

When this Woof has been divided 
or lacerated, whether by a Ball, or 
a cutting Inſtrument, its proper 

O04 Sub- 
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Subſtance can never be repaired a- 
gain. | 
A Cicatrix is form'd by the Help 
of the nutritious Ne which per- 
forms the Office of the Skin, but it 
1 has neither the Colour, nor the Struc- 
Y | ture of it, being more hard and un- 
equal, and leſs ſenſible as it bears a 
greater Reſemblance to the Callus, 
which is form'd in Fractures and Loſs 
of Subſtance of the Bones: This be- 
ing admitted for Fact, it is not diffi- 
cult to perceive that a round or ſquare 
Bullet piercing it, muſt occaſion a 
much greater Diſcompoſure in this 
Part, than in the . which 
have but two or three Sorts of Fibres, 
incapable of much Reſiſtance, and 
cally yielding and folding down in the 
Paſſage of the Ball which oftentimes F 
notwithſtanding leaves no bad Impreſ- | 
ſion upon them; but the Skin acts | 
with a kind of Reſiſtance, both at | 
the Entry and Exit of the Ball. | 
When the Ball enters any Mem- 
ber, as the Skin is ſuſtain'd by the 
e 
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- | Muſcles, it makes only a Hole pro- 

ortionable to its Size, and breaks off 
p and lacerates but a ſmall Quantity of 
” & Fibres. „ 

The Ball at its Exit meeting with 
the Skin without any Thy ours raiſes 
it up, by puſhing it trom within, 
outwards, which being ſuſtain'd by 
„no other Body, ſoft or ſolid, it ſcat- 
ters and lacerates a greater Number 
of its Fibres; this is the Reaſon why 
the Aperture at the Exit of the Ball 
is always larger than at the Entry. 

If the Ball made an Eſcarr at its 
Entry and Exit, there would be the 
utmoſt Reaſon to believe that it would 

be continued throughout its whole 

Paſſage, conſidering the Delicacy of 

the Fleſh; yet ſince I practiſed my 

new Method of dreſſing Wounds 
without a Tent, I can ſay with great 

Truth, that I never obſerved any 

Suppuration of an Eſcarr in all the 

vaſt Number I have dreſs'd, though 

many of them had very large Paſ- 


lages. 3 1 
93 When 
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When a Ball enters a Muſcle in a 
Direction parallel to its Fibres, it 
makes but a gentle Impreſſion upon 
| it, how long ſoever the Paſſage be: 
| When a Ball croſſes a Muſcle, it la- 
cerates the Blood-veſſels which it 
meets with in its way, and at the 
ſame Time ſuppreſſes the Hemor- 
| rhage ; this is what induces almoſt all 
[| k Surgeons to imagine that the Ball | 
1 | cauteriſes, becauſe it ſtops the Blood. 
| But upon examining ſtrictly into the 
Ft Matter, 1t will be found that a Ball | 
| entering a Member, by its Figure 
| and the Activity of its Motion, does | 
6 nothing elſe but fold down the Fibres | 
1 of the Muſcles and of the Blood- 
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veſſels, doubling and fixing them one | 
upon another, which Fibres are with- | 
held in this State by that admirable} 
| Glue, the nutritious Juice, *till Na- 
Ki; ture, aſſiſted by the Elaſticity of the 
Parts, ſets them free in order to Re- 
union, which ſhe will always com- 


114 - plete, if the be left to act at her own 
| 1 Diſcration and Liberty. 1 
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If the Matter be ſo, as according to 
all Appearance it is, the Ball makes 
no Eicarr. | 

If the Powder, or the Action, or 


violent Impulſe with which it is ſent 


into the Air, were capable of ignit- 
ing a Ball of Lead, it would melt a 
Ball of Wax put into the ſame Piece 
in its ſtead; which however happens 
quite otherwiſe; for thoſe who are 
Skill'd in the Matter will tell you, 
that it would not only enter the Body 
of a Min, but be forced even thro' 
a Plank of Wood; it can therefore 
neither burn, nor make an Efcarr. 
Let us come to the Fact, and ex- 
amine the Matter by the Maxims of 
Practice and Experience. 5 3 
The Suppreſſion of the Hemor- 
rhage gave riſe to the Opinion which 
has hitherto prevail'd, that the Ball 
makes an Eſcarr, and that ſuch Ef- 
car muſt be ſeparated by a good 12 
puration, before the Wound can be 
reunited. N 
In order to open a Way to the 
Diſſolution of 1. | 


» 


it 
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it has been thought expedient to clap 
a Tent into the Orifice of the Wound, 
if it has but one, but it there be two 
Orifices, then there ſhould be two 
Sn. ::; * 

Theſe Tents, by keeping open the 
Paſſage of the Ball, and holding the 
' Fleſh aſunder, when after a few 
Days, the Motion of the Elaſticity, 
the Courſe of the Spirits and the 
Liquors have relieved the Fibres 
of the open Veſſels in the Paſ- 
ſage, muſt. needs occaſion the Li- 
quors to run out into the Cavity of 
the Wound; ſo that when the Tents 
are taken out Blood and Corruption 
| follow: This is what is commonly 
called the Falling of the Eſcarr, 
which would be more properly called 
a Falling of the Operator's Senſes. 

It is eaſy to perceive, Sir, that the 
bare Friction of Tents is enough to 
wear off and deftroy the Extremities 
of thefe Fibres. which occlude and ſe- 
cure the Orifices of the open wound- 
ed Tubes; and likewiſe that there 

ng would 
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would not, nor could not, be more 
than a very moderate Suppuration , 
and oftentimes none at all in the in- 
ternal Parts of Gun-ſhot Wounds, 
were it not excited by the Irritation 
of Tents, and by frequent and judi- 
cious Dreſlings. | 
You may poſlibly obſerve to me, 
Sir, that when I rejet the Word 
Eſcarr, it behoves me to ſubſtitute 
another in its Room; but it is no eaſ; 

Matter to find out one Word whi 
is capable of conveying the Idea 
which I have of this pretended Eſ- 
carr, ſince I conſider it as complicat- 
ed of a Contuſion, a Solution of 
Continuity, and a Loſs of Subſtance 
only of the Skin. | 
he Contuſion is evident, the So- 
lution of Continuity inconteſtable, 
and the Loſs of Subſtance viſible; 
not that the Ball does that to the 
Skin which it does to the Clothing, 
of which it frequently carries away 
a Piece. iy 
But 
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But it wears away and deſtroys that 
Portion of the Skin which it touches, 
and ſometimes the circumjacent Parts 
too, at its Exit. 

IT think it ſuperfluous to obſerve 
to you here, what 1s Nature's mecha- 
nical Way of Acting in this Sort of 
Wounds, when ſhe is ſuffer'd to act 
without conſtraint: I mean in pene- 
trating Gun-ſhot Wounds, all which 
heal without any _—_ of an Eſcarr, 
or Suppuration : It is a Subject which I 
have in a Manner exhauſted already in 
the ſeveral Letters which I have done 
myſelf the Honour to write to you; 
thoſe who are deſirous of entering in- 
to the Matter may pleaſe to peruſe 
them; however, believe me to be 
moſt heartily, Sir, 


Your very humble and 


very obedient Servant, 


Turin, 1714. 
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FWD. LE E's ES 


OF 


M. BELLOS TE, 


Firſt Surgeon to her Royal High- 
neſs the late Dowager of Savoy. 


Mriiten to M. A. Boccacini, in 
Conformity to his Notions, and 
againſt thoſe of M. P. Mara- 


viglia; 


About the Way of Dreſſing 
WWounds after the Manner of 
the famous M. Magati. 


LETTER L 


HAVE receiv'd, Sir, your ſe- 
cond Obſervations on the Errors. 


Ulcers 


that are committed in the Cure f 
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Ulcers, for which I am indebted to the 
celebrated M. Sancaſſani. 1 obſerve 
with great Pleaſure that your Maxims 
are ſolidly eſtabliſh'd and defended : 
As I find myſelf intereſted in this 


Affair, I am determined, notwith- 


ſtanding the Reſolution I had taken 
to write no more, to enter into an 
Alliance with you, in Hopes to ani- 
mate your Zeal, and at the ſame 
Time I partake of the good Cauſe 
you have eſpouſed, to ſhew you how 
much it delights me. I think I have 
done my Duty in offering to the 
World, the Fruit of ſo much Expe- 
rience and Reflection as has tallen to 
my Share; and I muſt freely own to 
you that to me it ſeems ſomewhat ex- 


traordinary, that after I have paſs'd 


twenty Years uncenſured by any Pro- 
feſſor of our Art, a young Man 
ſhould at this Lime o'Day ſtart up, 
and enter the Liſts with you. I think 
you need be no ways uneaſy on the 
Score of your Aggreſſor, whilſt 
you have on your Side a Gentleman 


of 
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of ſo much Application and Sagaci- 
ty as M. Sancaſſani. | 1 
If M. Maraviglia your Adverſary 
had taken the Pains to read the 
Tranſlation which M. Sancaſſani was 
pleas d to make of my Book; and 
if he had given Attention to the Re- 
marks which he has ſubjoin'd to it, 
the Aphoriſms which he has publiſht, 
and the Experience which he has 
brought in Evidence; I am fully af- 
ſur'd, that he would have laid aſide 
his Deſign of oppoſing it. But 
you'll pardon me, Sir, if I go back 
to the Source of this Diſpute 3 tis 
from no Principle of Vanity that I 
am fond of doing it, but only to 
aſſiſt you in ſubduing the Obſtina- 
cy of our Antagoniſt. £239 
I muft acquaint you, Sir, that af- 
ter many Years ſerious Application 
and continual Labour, having ac- 
quired a good deal of Experience, 
and being tortified with a great Num- 
ber of Obſervations and judicious 
Reflections, I form'd the Project of 
attacking 
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attacking and oppoſing Tents, and a 
the uſual, but painful Way, of dreſ- I 
fing Wounds. This was at a Time i 
\ 
c 


when only one Method of Practice 
was in uſe, which was directly op- 
poſite to that which I was willing to 
introduce; my Courage however did 
not fail me, I follow'd my Blows, |} + 
and left the Event to Fortune. Lou 
know, Sir, how favourable ſhe was 

to an Enterprize, the Juſtice of 
which ſupported the Boldneſs of it; 
and what Succeſs my On- ſets had, 
doth the Living and the Dead pro- 
claim to my Glory. Among others, 
your celebrated M. Sancaſſani was a 
warm Partizan of this new Method. 

He gave the magnificent Title of 
Chiron in Campo to my poor Hoſpital 
Surgeon, of which there have been 
two Editions in France that were 
well receiv'd, one in 1696, the o- 
ther in 1705. A Tranſlation of it 
was made in Ho/land, which in 1710 

had been printed five Times: I have 

by me a German Tranſlation of it, 

an 


d 
E 
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and I am inform'd that it is in Engliſh, 
In a Word the wiſe Magati, buried 
in Obſcurity and forgotten for a 
whole Century, is now reſtor'd out 
of it by the Care of M. Sancaſſani, 
and is plac'd at the Head of our Par- 
ty to be our Hero. Notwithſtanding 
the favourable Pre poſſeſſions in Be- 
half of our Method, there are ſtill 
Profeſſors who remain tenacious of 
ancient Errors, who oblige us to 
come to Blows with them; whoever 
queſtions this, needs but caſt an Eye 
upon your Adverſary, who in a ſmall 
Ni umber of Pages attempts to over- 
throw that which has been generall 

receiv'd, approv'd of, and practiſe 

If Reputation be his End in this 


Combat, I would take leave to ob- 
ſerve to him, that in order to acquire 


it, he ſhould oppoſe Reaſons with 


| Reaſons, Experience with Experi- 


ence, and Authorities with Autho- 
rities. To prevent the Ruin of his 
Syſtem he muſt, as we do, ſupport 


it with inconteſtable Facts 2 
| So- 
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Sophiſtries. No more of this, but 
to the Matter. - 
As two Thighs perforated with 
Muſquet Balls, happened to be the 
firſt Wounds that convinc'd both 
you and me of the Perniciouſneſs 
of the uſe of Tents; let us ſtrictly 
conſider a Ball, which diſcharged 
. from a Piece, is introduc'd by the 
Violence of its Motion, into the in- 
moſt fleſhy Part of a Thigh, eſpeci- 
ally ſince it was from ſuch a Fac 
that the Diſpute between you and 
Mr. Maraviglia took its Riſe. To 
this end let us reflect upon the Structure 
of the wounded Part, and the Me- 
chanical Way of acting which Na- 
ture makes uſe of. a 
The Thigh as well as all the other 
fleſhy Parts, is no other than a Con- 
texture of Fibres, Veſſels, Nerves, 
and Membranes, of which the Orga- 
nical Parts that are employ'd in volun- 
tary Motion, confiſt; theſe are cal- 
led Muſcles. All the Muſcles are 
inveſted with Membranes, and each 
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has its Belly, its Head and its Tail, 
by which it is firmly faſtened to the 
Bone to augment its Force and Mo- 
tion. Now let us ſce what a Ball 
will do in opening a Paſlage through 
theſe Parts: It muſt injure the Fibres, 
break their Union and Continuity, 
and damage the Veſſels, ſo that their 
Contents will eſcape out, and expand 
themſelves throughout the whole 
Space of the Wound, which will 
hinder any further Circulation in the 
Part for that Time; the Nervous 
Fibres will be affected as well as the 
others, and being a kind of Vehicles 
to the Animal Spirits, their Courſe 
will likewiſe be interrupted, and ſo 
Motion muſt ceaſe, or be render'd 
languid. But as it is the Buſineſs of 
Surgery to bring in a ſpeedy Reme- 
dy to all theſe Diſcompoſures, it is 
alſo its Duty to examine the Sym 

toms and Circumſtances, to reaſon 


upon them, and, without delay, to 


ut in Execution whatſoever ſhall be 


judg'd moſt proper for the Cure of 


the 
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the Complaint. Now as all thcſe ſe- 
veral Parts are affected and ſuffer 
from only one and the ſame Caule, 
namely the Solution of their Con- 
tinuity ; Reaſon leads but to one In- 
dication only, in order to the Cure; 
which is the Re- union of the faid 
Parts, and this cannot be accom- 
pliſh'd but by making them to ap- 
proach towards cach other, taking 
Care that nothing intervenes between 
them; and to att otherwiſe is not 
ſeriouſly to ſet about the Buſineſs of 
re-uniting them. Surely the Tent 
can be of no Service towards repla- 
cing the bruiſed and unfolded Veſ- 
ſels, after their Rupture, in the ſame 
State they were in before the Hurt 
was receiv'd : So far from it, that 
it is a new Separation, which keeps 
them 1n the ſame State of Conſtraint 


in which the Ball left them, and is a 


continual Obſtacle to Nature, who 
is always inclin'd and ſollicitous to re- 
ir whatever has been put out of 


Order in the Oeconomy of her Struc- 
| ture. 
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ture. The Thing will be quite o- 
therwiſe, and will have another Suc- 
ceſs, if Tents are thrown aſide, and 


the Parts are brought towards 
each other (the Wound being firſt 


| cleanſed) and made to join together; 


the Ballamic Liquor or Natura 
Glew will unite them with eaſe. This 
Balm performs its Effect by aſſiſt ing 
the Impetuoſity with which the Li- 
quors and the Spirits are carried to- 
wards the Place to continue their 
Courſe; for by following this Moti- 
on, it happily gets into the Place 
that is proper for their Re-cftabliſh= 
ment, and conſequently for taking 
off the Diſorder which the Ball oc- 
caſioned by dividing the Fibres and 
Veſſels. In truth, Sir, it would be 
by no means handſome, to tell a 
Man that he has Ground enough to 
ſtruggle in, when one's Foot is upon 
his Throat; yet this is like what the 
Partizans of Tents have to urge. 
They are for healing the Wound, 
that is to ſay, re- uniting the Parts 
that 
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that are divided and ruptur'd, for 

no cure without Re-union, all Sepa- 

ration taking off from the Organ 

the Action for which it was deſign'd. 

as; are, I ſay, for re-uniting them 

by keeping them aſunder, and by 
putting into the Wound a Body 
which keeps them in the ſame op- 
reſs d and ſeparated Condition in 
which the Ball left them. 

In order to procure this Re-union, 
is it not the more certain Method to 
make theſe Parts approach each o- 
ther, and keep them in that State of 

Conjunction by a moderately tight 
Ligature, that ſo this admirable 
Architect which knows how of 
herſelf and without any Aſſiſtance, 
to re- unite broken Bones, may re- 
ſtore the fleſhy Parts of the Thigh 
to their original Order and Symmetry. 

| In a Word, the eſſential Indication of 

; which IJ am ſpeaking to you, is to 

procure a Re-union, and to this End, 
. not to put the leaſt "Thing between 
| the disjoin'd Parts, which may im- 
| pede 
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pede ſuch Re-union, and to keep 
them in a Condition of Union by a 
convenient Ligature upon the wound- 
ed Part. ; 
Nov, to carry my Reflexions far- 
ther, I conſider the Conſtitution of 
the Parts, which I have likewiſe ſpo- 
ken of in my Book. I obſerve in 
them a natural, imperceptible, inſen- 
ſible, and, as it were, vermicular 
Motion, which in all appearance is 
propagated from the Heart, and con- 
vey'd with the Blood to the Arteries 
in all Parts of the Body. The Ar- 
teries by their continual beating, 
ſtrike againſt the Parts that are con- 
tiguous to them, and thoſe do the 
like to the reſt, ſo that this Motion 
is continued and expanded ſucceſſive- 
ly even to the Surface, to which it is 
communicated by an undulatory Mo- 
tion, which is moreover ſupported 
by the impetuous Courſe of the Ani- 
mal Spirits; and hence ariſes the 
ſecret Elaſticity by which Na- 
ture drives * Centre to IF 

ir- 
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Circumference, or from within to 
without, whatſoever is uſeleſs or of- 
fenſive to her. 
By means of this Mechaniſm, a 
Piece of Cloth of the Size and Fi- 
gure of a Halt-Crown, which en- 
ter'd with the Bullet, at M. de Blag- 
nac's left Armpit, came away, ten 
Days after, at the Hole which the 
ſame Ball made at its Exit, near the 
right Armpit ; this little Piece of 
Cloth was roll'd up tight and ftrait, 
having paſs'd quite thro' the Lungs. 
This Gentleman was dreſs'd without 
Tents, and was cur'd in thirty Days, 
without any bad Symptom, without 
Pain, and at the Expence of a very 
ſmall Quantity of Pas. 
M. Eugleſio Phyſician to the King of 
Sicily, and firſt Phyſician to her late 
Royal Highneſs; M. Piſelly, a cele- 
brated Phyſician; M. Verne Surgeon 
general of the Hoſpitals of this City, 
a Man of great Experience, and 


likewiſe the Surgeon Major of the 
Regiment Baſnac aſſiſted in this Cure, 


a 
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a Relation of which I ſent to M. 
Sancaſſani, who wrote an Anſwer to 
it, which he has inſerted in the fifth 
Part of his Magatus reſuſcitatus , 


| where it makes the 36th Obſervation. 


I think I do not deviate much 


from Truth, when I conſider this 


Mechaniſm, as the Agent and prin- 
cipal Spring of Cries, for it is itſelf 
exactly the fame as a continual Cxiſis 
which is made at the Superficies of 
the Body, by inſenſible Perſpiration. 
'Tis by the ſame Mechaniſm that 
the periſtaltic Motion of the Intef- 
tines is preſerv'd, ſo that by its means 
the Excrements are propell'd down- 
wards, and are diſcharg'd out of the 
lower Belly. It aſſiſts in Urinal E- 
vacuations, and gives the Lungs the 


| Power of diſcharging Flegm and o- 


ther Embarraſments by way of Hawk- . 
ing : But all theſe admirable Springs 
are unable to execute Nature's De- 


| ſign, without the Motion of the 


Parts which are deſtin'd to this Ef- 


fect; and the Freedom of this Mo- 


59 tion 
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tion is ſo much more neceſſary to 
the Cure of Wounds, that I make 
no Queſtion but it is by its Force, 
that the Fibres, preſs'd and tolded 
down by the Ball, are reliev'd and 
do approximate towards cach other. 
J cannot think of any Expedient 
more likely to prevent this ſalutary 
Direction of the Fibres, than the 
Tent, which muſt directly oppoſe 
the natural Motion which I have 
been explaining, and excite a Motion 
contrary to it, from which an Effect 
muſt in conſequence enſue, quite con- 
trary to that which the natural Mo- 
tion of the Parts would produce. 
Add to this, that the Tent 1s an 
Obſtacle to the Circulation of the 
Liquors; it is not only a Damm that 
ſtops them, but it is likewiſe a Cauſe 
of irritating the Fibres, ſo that they 
are tumefied, and increaſe in Bulk, 
whilſt they are contracted in Length : 
By this Means the Veſſels which pals 
between theſe ' Fibres, are compreſs'd 
by a kind of Ligature, ſo that they 


cannot, | 
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cannot, but with great 1 con- 


tinue the Courſe of their iquors 
throughout the whole Extent of the 


Wound. Hence ariſes a Plet hora of 


the Veſſels upon the Part that is com- 
preſs'd, which ©Plethora is accompa- 
nied with a painful Tenſion all over 
the Part. This I have known fre- 
quently to happen, as 1t does every 
Day 6 Gab dior Wounds dreſs'd 
with "Tents. But when theſe Veſſels 
are inflated and dilated to a further 


S Degree, the Anaſtomoſes mult be ru 


tur'd, or opened. What will be the 
Conſequence of this? Inundations, 
Abſcetles, Suffocations, Gangrenes, 
which are produc'd by the Fllerati. 


ons of the Veſſels into the Cavity 


of the Wound. From theſe will 
ariſe abundant and vicious Suppura- 
tions, which will corrupt the other 
Humours that circulate throughout 
the Body, which will be weaken- 
ed and extenuated in a miſerable 
Manner. 
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ouch a Wound as I have been de- 
{cribing, is ever attended with Con- 
tuſion; and Tents, ſay the Parti- 
zans of them, muſt neceſſarily be 
employ'd on this Occaſion. It one 
was to demand the Reaſon, I am at 
a loſs, what they would ſay. 1 ſhould 
be on their Side, if the beſt way of 
Healing one Contuſion was to make 
another; but this is contrary to all 
common Senſe; and yet thoſe, who 
uſe Tents, are continually making 
new Contuſions. For a Proof of 
which, let it be noted that a Bullet 
enters a Member with To great Ra- 
pidity, that oftentimes the wounded 
Perſon can hardly feel it; but tho' it 
produces no Pain, yet it undoubtedly 
does produce that which 1s improper- 
ly calld an Eſcarr. Now the Tent 
being a hard Body, and a continual 
Cauſe of Pain, preſſes the quick 
Fleſh, and rubs off its Teguments, 
which then is very liable to be irrita- 
ted and mortified by the leaſt Thing 


that touches it. It appears then that 
| the 
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The Tent preſſes and crowds it much. 
more than the Ball did in its Pailage 
which according to my Opinion, 
leaves no Eſcarr, but at its Entry 
and Exit. If the Patrons of Tents 
object, that, for want of them, the 
Orifices of the Wounds will cloſe up 
too ſoon, and ſo hinder any Thing 
from being done to the Eſcarr which 
the Ball made in paſſing from the 
one Aperture to the other; I free- 
ly ſhall return them this Anſwer, 
that I can haye no Notion that the 
Eſcarr ſhould be continued through=- 
out the Ball's whole Paſſage, but that 
it is only to be found at the Orifices 
of the Wound. You fee, Sir, the 
Proof of this Truth, and if you'll 
give yourſelf the Trouble to read 
the Recapitulation of my Book, to- 
wards the End of the laſt Chapter 
you'll find an Account of a wounded 
Perſon, where the Ball enter'd near 
the left Zygoma, and paſs'd out at 
the right Hypochondrium. He was 

1 dreſs'd 
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Choſen to do. 


— 


* 


dreſs'd with two ſimple Pledgets, 
and two Plaiſters, and without hard- 
ly any Suppuration, or any unlucky 
Symptom, he was perfectly well in 
twelve Days. This Soldier was not 
wu”; ſeldom make uſe of a 
robe, and when TI do, it is different 
from that commonly in uſe. If a 
Seton had been paſs'd through him, 
which to the Patient's Mistortune, 
is the common Practice in man 

Parts of taly and Piedmont, it 
muſt have been half as long as a 
Well-rope. 

Lou fee, Sir, that my Arguments 
are ſupported by indiſputable Facts; 
for there are no Proofs ſo likely to 
diſſipate Uncertainty, as Experience : 
All Controverſies are decided by it, 
and it may be call'd the Miftreſs of 


all Sciences. Upon this Foundation 


alone ſhould we build, and not upon 
ſuch frivolous Reaſons, and chimeri- 
cal Notions as M. Maraviglia has 


And 
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And now, Sir, 1 begin to perceive 
that I have exceeded the Bounds of a 
Letter, and that 'tis high Time to 


conclude. I write to let you know 
| that if you think the Arguments 


with which I oppole the uſe ot Tents, 
to be worth publiſhing, I give you: 
the Liberty to do it in what manner 
you pleaſe; though I think it would 
be moſt for the general Good, if 
you ſhould put together in one Vo- 
lame, all that you have written, to- 
gether with the Letters of Jo 
Friends, and what your Adverſarics 
have publiſh'd on the Subject; thus 
the Reaſons on either Side will ap- 
pear in the fame Book, and you 


will moreover be in the Company 


of the beſt Surgeons in Europe who 
have intereſted themſelves in my Me- 
thod, and will abide by it, whilſt our 
Adverſary with his tew obſtinate and 
uncharitable Adherents will in vain 
endeavour to diminiſh the Luſtre of 
your Reputation. Oblige me, Sir, 

> in. 
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in preſenting my very humble Re- 
» s to the illuſtrious M. Sanca/- 
a 


ni, and believe me, beyond all 
Men, to be, Sir, 


Your moſt humble and © 


moſt obedient Servant, 


Venerie Royal, 
4 July, 1714. 
BELL OST E. 
— —— 6 
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LETTER I. 


FROM 
NOBEL Oe FE 
| 8 

M. BOCCACETRE 


S1 
H E Agreeableneſs of the Coun- 


try where I now am, together 
with the Love I bear to* Mankind, 
determined me to do myſelt the Ho- 
nour of writing you the Letter which 
you received by the common Poſt : 
| But I muſt own to you, that I wrote 
it with much of that Precipitation 
which is natural to my Country, and 
with no other View than to © * | 
the Uſe of Tents. Since that 
I have had brought to ine from Tu os 
your Antagoniſ M. Maraviglias 
P 6 printed 
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printed Reflections; and having read 


them through, I was willing to an- 


ſwer his Objections, one by one, hav- 
ing more eſpecially taken Notice, 
that in his unmannerly Preface, Pag. 
. 1,22, He charges me with ill 
natured Raillery, (a Thing I abhor) 
and ſeems to be perſuaded that it is 
not in my Power to bring Proots 
which are capable of convincing him. 
God grant that thoſe which 1 have 
produced in my former Letter, and 
thoſe which I ſhall add in this, may 
open either his Eyes, or thoſe of ſome 
Criticks more tractable than himſelf; 
at leaſt, that they may take them-off 
from their evil Deſign of impoſing 
on other Profeſſors. Before I come 
to my Anſwer, I ſhall be willing to 
repeat what I have ſaid to you in m 
former; that if this Cenſor had read 
the Tranſlation which M. Sancaſſaui 
publith'd of my Book, he would. 
have ſaved himſelf the Trouble of 
forming Objections which have been 
already anſwer'd ; but if he really = 
rea 
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read it, then is he an extraordinary 
Inſtance of Raſhneſs and Obſtinacy. 
We ſhall ſhew him however, how ill he 
has diſpoſed of his Pence 1n the Schools, 
and how far his Conſcience muſt 
anſwer for his ſticking to the Maxims 
he there imbibed about Wounds, 
which he treats ſo cruelly with his 
Tents. 

iſt, He ſays, Pag. 6. J. 9. Cæſar 
Magati, contrary to all the Experience 
of venerable Aitiquity, pretends, &c. 
Whereas it was Experience itſelf 
that undeceived Magati, by ſhewing 
him the ſad Accidents to which the 
wounded are liable in the uſual Man- 
ner of Dreſſing with "Tents ; this like- 
wiſe has undeceived ſeveral Perſons 
ſince his Time, and myſelf among 
others. In Matters of Fact, and in 
an Affair relating entirely to Practice, 
can there be any Proof ſo inconteſta- 
ble as Experience? 
2d. In the ſame Page, 7. 28. he 
ſays, This Notion died almoſt as ſoon as 
its illuſtrious Authors, &c. 
Had 
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Had Magati's Method been buried 
with him, which I utterly deny, it 
is no Proof that it is either wrong or 
defective: Such a Misfortune ought 
rather to be aſcribed to the Negli= 
gence and Ignorance, and perhaps to 
the Avarice of the Profeſſors which 
came after him, who thinking it 
Wer if they received their Salary, 
excuſed themſelves the Pains which 
he took. Our Age however has 
made him amends for the Ingratitude 
of that he lived in. The ſame Diſ- 
grace happen'd to the learned Saucto- 
rius $andorij, at this Day ſo famous: 
The Sun, from being obſcured dur- 
ing his Eclipſe, ſhines the brighter 
afterwards. 


3d. Pag. 7. 1. 3. Making a great 
fir about one ſingle Obſervation, &C. 

Here M. Maraviglia is at you, 
Sir, but he knows not that this firſt 
Experience was follow'd by a great 
Number of other very curious ones, 
which others were made in purſuance 
of M. Magati's Method in all _ 
; | 0 
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of Wounds, and in all Parts of the 
Body. The firſt is that which opens 
the Eyes, and ſerves as a Guide to 
thoſe which ſhall come after; and if 
he refuſes to take the like Part upon 
him, he'll remain for ever buried in 
the Darkneſs of his own obſtinate Ig- 
norance. | 

4th. The ſame Page, I. 28. It 15 
certain there is no Wound which does 
not cauſe an Effuſion of Blood in every 
Part of its Extent, &c. | 

This Argument, which takes up al- 
moſt the following Page, is vain to 
the laſt Degree, and to ſay the 'T ruth, 
a mere Sport of the Imagination : To 
make it ſeem of ſome Weight, the 
Cavity ſhould be ſuppoſed capable of 
containing a good Quantity of Blood, 


in which it may coagulate and fer- 


ment. But in Wounds, eſpecially 
ſuch as gave occaſion to this Contro- 


verſy, when Balls penetrate the Mem- 


bers, and pierce them from Part to 
Part, they leave no Cavity in their 
Paſſage ; for they don't carry _ 

98 With 
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with them any of the Subſtance of 
the Parts, but only occaſion a Diſ- 
compoſure in their Fibres and their 
Veſſels, and preſently after they have 
paſſed, the Parts begin to approach 
to each other, and rejoin in ſuch Sort 
as to leave ſcarce void Space enough 
to admit of a Probe. M. Mara- 
viglia ſeems to be but ſlightly ac- 
quainted with Gun-ſhot Wounds. 
»Tis true indeed, that having never 
dreſs'd them but with Tents, by in- 
troducing them into their Orifices, 


55 he muſt undoubtedly have ſeen the 


fame Thing which any one elſe, who 
has Eyes, might have ſeen as well as 
he; namely, that where he intro- 
duces his "Tents, which are left in the 
Orifices of the Wounds, thoſe "Tents 
keep open the Mouths of the Veſſels 
which were ſevered by the Ball, and 
that then, and for the ſame Reaſon, 
follow Effuſions of the Blood and 
Liquors, which being ſhut up be- 
tween the two Tents, as between two 
Banks or Damms, they there ter- 

ment, 
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ment, and alter the Fleſh which con- 
rains them, till at length Abſceſſes 
are form'd, which diſcharging them- 
felves, occaſion abundant Suppura- 
tions, attended with dangerous Symp- 
toms, which cruelly torment the poor 
Patient. Theſe, Sir, are the fatal 


Conſequences of Tents: Yet not- 


withſtanding all this, theſe honeſt 
Surgeons will not fcruple to ſet forth 
the Praiſes of theſe Diſcharges to the 
affrighted By - ſtanders, telling them 
and the Patients, that they are ſur- 
prized, only becauſe they are unac- 
CE with Surgery, and that this 
Ithy Matter would remain in the 
Parts to the great Detriment of the 
Patients, if they did not take care to 
keep open the Orifices with Tents. 
But let the Devil run away with all 
theſe Tents, and then we ſhould have 
neither Suppuration nor ill Sym 
toms. I am of Opinion that the 
Ancients introduced the Uſe of them 
becauſe they really thought them ne- 


ceſſary: But is this the only Matter 


In 


330 Toe Hoſpiial Surgeon. 
in which they happen'd to be miſta- 
ken ? Did not the falſe Notions which 
they had about Sanguification, Cir- 
culation, and the Uſe of the Viſcera, 
beſides many others, ſhew that they 
might be as well miſled in Point of 
Practice. | | | 

5th. Pag. 8. Il. 21. The Ancients 
had three principal Motives for bring 
ing Tents in Uſe, &c. 
TI really ought to be angry with 
M. Maraviglia tor imagining, as he 


does in his Preface, Pag. 4. J. 35. 


that I am Sot enough not to diſcern 
that he writes againſt Boccacini, and 
not againſt Magati. But God forgive 
this young Spark, as I torgive his 
Raſhneſs and Want of Judgment. 


To convince him of his Delinquen- 


cy, it will be enough to caſt an Eye 
upon the Article, where after ſpeak- 
ing of the three Motives which 
brought Tents in Uſe, he ſets about 
to prove, That the introducing of Tents 
into Wounds, does not occaſion ſo great 
a Quantity of Pus as our Surgeon ima- 

gines. 
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fines. I well know that tis you he would 
tpeak of, only you and Magati are 
to be attack d together. What I have 
ſaid proves, I think, evidently, that 
abundant Suppurations are occaſion'd 
by Tents: I am now to ſhew, that the 
Facility, with which, by their Help, 
Medicines inſinuate into the very bot- 
tom of Wounds, is of no Manner 
of Service towards a Cure; which is 
the ſecond Motive he urges in favour 
of them. Medicines, as you perfect- 
ly well know, can have no other Ef 
ea than to diſſolve the Balm of the 
Blood, and render it unqualified for 
the Purpoſes which the Patient ſtands 
in need of. Can the World ſhew a 
Surgeon who is ſo mad as to imagine 
that Medicines can unite with this na- 
tural Balm of the Parts, and be con- 
vertible into our Subſtance? Is the 
Caſe the ſame with Remedies as with 
Food, which is firſt digeſted, then 


changed into Chyle, and laftly, into 


Blood? *Tis barbarous Cruelty in 


M. Maraviglia and his Adherents, 
tO 
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to ſtuff Tents and Unguents into 
Wounds, Both the one and the other 
are, and will ever continue to be fo- 
reign Bodies, which are, and will ever 
remain Obſtacles to that Reunion, 
which I obſerv'd to you in my for- 
mer, ſhould ever be the firſt End and 
Mark to be had regard to in the 
Treatment of Wounds. If it will 
not offend your Adverſary, I will 
tell him that this Re-union always be- 
n. in the Middle of the injured 

arts, and at the Bottoms of Wounds: 
There is no Truth more evident than 
this, and it is ſomewhat ſurprizing 
that M. Maraviglia ſhould be igno- 
rant of it. 

6th. Pag. 9. JI. 9. Tents ſbould be 
made of very clean, fine Lint, &c. 

Mighty well! And if they are 
ever ſo ſoft and fine, arc they not til] 
foreign Bodies, which Nature cannot 
endure without great Pain? In Truth, 
Sir, they are no leſs liable to irritate 
the delicate Parts of the quick Fleſh, 
by touching and rubbing againſt it } 
an 
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and by irritating it the Mouths of 
the Veſſels will be kept open, and 
the Liquor will be conſtrained to 
iſſue out continually. 

th. ae, 
dou't however deny that Tents cauſe ſome 


/inall Pain, &c. 


Be the Pain ſmall or great, our ut- 
moſt Care ſhould be to ſuppreſs it en- 
tirely in the Cure of Wounds: 'To 
it are owing all the bad Symptoms 
which ariſe, and a Man cannot have 
a more cruel Enemy, Pus never a- 
bounds more, nor is more corrupted 
than when the Parts are as it were 
ſoak'd and bath'd by its ſtay : But 
there is never any when the Ori- 
ces are free from all Incumbrances ; 
becauſe the Parts fall together by their 
proper Weight, and their Extremi- 
tics unite, in ſuch Sort that they 
leave no void Space between them 
capable of containing either Blood or 
Pus; and the Re-union is here com- 
pleated without any Obſtacle. But 
M. Maraviglia aſſerts, that a Stop- 


page 
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page of Suppuration, or a Retention 
of corrupted Humours, do more 
Miſchief than Tents. Alas, will he 
never conſider that this Suppuration 
of the Humours is the Effect of the 

Tent which he introduces, and there- 
by the Cauſe of all the unlucky 
Symptoms which he obſerves to ariſe 
from thence. Once more I aſſure 
him, that if he'll throw away his 
Tents, he'll ſee no more Diſcharges of 

Pus and Corruption. | 
Sth. Pag. 10. JI. 9. The Particles 
of the firſt and ſecond Element which 

are diſſeminated in the Air, Re. 
This miſerable Jargon, which fills 
up all the tenth Page, deſerves not an 
Anſwer: But to hear him talk of 
ſtinking Winds, Quantities of Pus and 
 ITmpoſthumations that Ay off from the 
Wound continually in Vapour, one 
would imagine that the Ball had left 
behind it a Cavity as big as the Sto- 
mach. As for Vapours, they fly off 
no doubt on't, in immenſe Quanti- 
ties, from the Brain of your hot- 
+ headed 
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headed Opponent, in the Fit of 
Tranſport which ſeizes him as often 
as he thinks himſelf the lucky Man 
who made ſo important a Diſcovery. | 

oth. Pag. 11. J. 8. It is my pre- 
ſent Opinion, that I have demonſtrated 
to them the contrary of, &c. 

I know not where to match your 
Adverſary at ſetting forth the Vir- 
tues of Medicines, and recommend- 
ing the Uſe of them as indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary. He asks for Proots to the 
contrary: It is eaſy to furniſh him 
with enough of them, provided he'll 
be ſatisfied with ſuch as the Senſes are 
Evidences of; for they are not ſo- 

hiſtical Arguments diſtill'd from a 
— that has been ſtraggling in the 
Labyrinths of vain Metaphyſicks ; 
no, they are certain Facts, and even 
Practice itſelf, which are the Proofs 
I mean: And who are better enabled 
to judge about the Difference of Me- 
thods, than ſuch Maſters as have 
been employ'd for a very long Time 
in Poſts where Operations are fre- 

quent, 
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quent, and where they had all deſir- 
able Convenience and Authority to 
act according to what their Judgment 
dictated to them ? Such as theſe, and 
not M. Maraviglia, are fit Perſons to 
convince the World that the greateſt 
Part of the unlucky Conſequences 
which happen to wounded Perſons, 
are the fatal Effects of the bad Way 
of treating them. This practical 
Proof is concluſive: It is a Demon- 
ſtration, in Competition with which 
all Objections muſt loſe their Force 

and drop to the Ground. 
10th. Pag. 12. J. 24. All Books 
being full of Relations of marvellous 
Cures, which were deem Iucura- 

ble, &c. | 
I am ſatisfied that Books are full of 
Cures of Wounds that were thought 
paſt cure, and that in theſe, Tents are 
made uſe of. I will add yet more: 
I have cured many ſuch my ſelf, be- 
fore I renounced Tents, and embraced 
the contrary Method. But I inge- 
nuouſly muſt own, that many ſlipp'd 
through 
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through my Hands, whoſe Cure I am 
well ſatisfied had been certain, if I 
had then known and practiſed the 
Method which M. Maraviglia ſo 
highly diſapproves of. Morcover thoſe 
whom I cured, returned not away 
without having endured mortal Pains 
and terrible Symptoms, which Tents 
only occaſion'd; and to Tents alone 
it was owing, that theſe Caſes were 
thought to be out of reach, and their 
Cures look'd upon as miraculous. In 
ſhort, ſince I took leave of Tents, I 
have cured, and cauſcd to be cured, a 
vaſt Number of the like Wounds, 
with as much Eaſe as if they had been 
but ſimple Excoriations. 

11'”. The ſame Page, I. 27. And 
in a Caſe of little Importance, ſuch as 
that which he glories ſo much in, &c. 

I proteſt I am aftoniſh'd, and who 
can blame me? Does M. Maravigha 
call it a {light Accident, when two 


Balls, one the Day after the other, 


have perforated the 'Thigh, anda third 
remains in it? Theſe three Wounds 
the honeſt Gentleman calls ſmall 


Q Grazings, 
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Grazings, (Page 17. JI. 13.) He might 
have well ſpared the Pains of Writ- 
ing ſuch Reflections. The very little 
Pain, and the Expedition with which 
the Patient was cured, put it into his 
Head to talk at ſuch a rate. Had 
theſe three Wounds been dreſs'd with 
Tents, what had then been the Dan- 
er and the Conſequence? Had poor 
Bonnefoi tallen under M. Marawielia's 
Clutches, or his Maſter's, and after 
having been reduced to a miſerable 
Condition by their Method, had been 
ſo lucky as to eſcape alive, would 
not the Cure have been rank'd amongſt 
the Marvellous and Incurables? Our 
Doctor ſpeaks with ſo undaunted Af 
ſurance, and in ſo high a Strain, that 
if you hearken to him, and believe 
him, you muſt needs think that he 
never meddles with leſs Wounds than 
thoſe of Cannon-balls. 

12. Pag. 13. J. 5. It will. ſerve 
but to little Purpoſe, to ſay with Ma- 
gati, that every Thirg ſhould be com- 
mittea to the Care aud Efforts f 

Nature, Re. 

I de- 
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I demand why this Reaſon is of no 
Force? Why, ſays M. Maraviglia 
himſelf, it is becauſe Nature ſtands 
in need of Aſſiſtance in Wounds, as 
well as in all other Diſorders. But 
how frequent does it happen in other 
Diſorders as well as W that 
whilſt the Phyſician and the Surgeon 
imagine they are aſfiſting Nature, 
they are on the contrary ruining and 
deſtroying her? And he will ſurely 
be wide of his Mark, who thinks to 
comfort Nature by dreſſing Wounds 
twice a Day, or oftener: He only 
invades the Health of the Patient, 
by expoſing his Wounds to the In- 
juries of the Air; and he is much 


deceived who fancies the introducing 


of Tents can aſſiſt Nature in her 
Way of Acting, it being one of 
the greateſt ſtumbling Blocks that 
can be thrown in her Way, which 
J cannot otherwiſe demonſtrate, 
but by repeating what I have al- 
ready urged to cftabliſh this Truth. * - 
x3". Pag. 14 7, 31. © The Balls 
/bould be extracted as ſoon as pofft- 
tle, &c. 2 Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, Theory, and Practice do 
all equally direct that Balls ſhould be 
extracted as ſoon as poſſible, eſpecial- 
ly when there 1s Wh of their 


_ deſcending into ſome Cavity, or when 
they are ſo lodged, as to obſtruct 


the Action or Motion of any Part ; 
but except in theſe two Caſes, when 
the Extraction of them 1s attended 
with any Difhculty, they ſhould be 
left to the Management of Nature. 
There is no need of appealing to the 
Authorities of any great Maiters for 


eſtabliſhing the Uſefulneſs of this 


Maxim; the Fact is ſo clear, that 
the Thing is ſelf-evident. A ſmall 


. Share of Practice added to a Spark 


of good Senſe, will hinder any Man 
from imagining otherwiſe ; - and I 
cannot but commend your Judgment 
in treating Honnefoi in this Manner: 
The Conduct of Nature in bringing 
the Ball, which you wiſely left be- 
hind, to the Skin, will ſecure you a- 
gainſt the Cenſures of all the Criticks 
in the World. | 
14. Pag. 16. J. 16. Who is ig- 
| norant 
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norant of the Uncertainty of the Con- 
jectures which are draun from ths 

Pulſe © &c. | 
It is but too true, that a Number 
of Remedies do much contribute to 
the greater Part of the bad Acci- 
dents that happen to wounded Per- 
ſons, as I have obſery'd oftner than 
once. Read my Book, where there 
is a whole Chapter upon this impor- 
tant Article. It is likewtſe certain, 
that a skilful Practitioner, knows 
by the Pulſe of a wounded Perſon, 
the Condition of the Wound, with- 
out looking upon it, and how the 
Cure proceeds: There is no need of 
taking the Dreſſings off to come at 
the Knowledge of this: But this 
Knowledge 18 not every Man's In- 
heritance : It is reſerv'd for experi- 
enc'd Maſters, who are more atten- 
tive and anxious about their Patients 
Weltare, than about vain Glory, 
and an illuſive Reputation. No, it 
will never be beſtow'd on ſuch as 
ſtudy only to recommend a dange- 
rous Method, from whence no Be- 
3 nefits 
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nefits can accrue to the Afflicted. 
I ſpeak not here of thoſe whom the 
Tranſports of Jealouſy, or an Ex- 
ceſs of Avarice, may occafion to 
look with an evil Eye upon our Me- 
thod. It ſuch Maſters there be a- 
mong us, whoſe Hearts are ſtained 
with black Malice, I will not rank 
them with Men that may have till 
ſome Sentiments of Humanity left. 

S8. fo compeſ/* 
the Cure of ſimple ſlight Wounds, like 
that which he cured, &c. 

Are our new Author's Eyes full 
clos, that he yet regards as I rifles, 
Wounds of great Danger? You 
were much in the right, to tell him, 
as you did, that they were ſuch 
Grazings as he would not much have 
card to be troubled with himſelf. 
And I tell him, for my own Part, 
that theſe Trifles would, in his 
Hands, or thoſe of his Adherents, 
have paſs'd for miraculous Things, 
and mortal Wounds, by being treated 
in their dangerous Manner. 

2" 3G? - The - Pe. L 2b 7 
any Veſſel be cut, &c. When 
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When Wounds are abſolutely 


mortal, no Method can cure them. 
Nevertheleſs, on this Occaſion, as 
well as all others, that which ex- 


cludes Tents and frequent Dreſſings, 


will prove the beſt, as it will at leaſt 
procure the Patient an caſy Death; 
and it is no inconſiderable Advan- 
tage, to ſuppreſs Pain, and prevent 
a Number of cruciating Symptoms. 
17 . Magati has left in his Books 
elegant and noble Receipts, &c. 

I do nor doubr but many Authors, 
as well as Magati, have interſpers'd 
in their Writings a Number of ſpe- 
cious Remedies, and long Forms: 
But I believe at the ſame Time, that 
thſe venerable Ancients never made 
uſe of them, but contriv'd them 
only to ſwell the Bulk of their Vo- 
lumes, by inſerting them with a ſage 
and magitterial Air. For it is very 
true, that all that is eſſential in Me- 
dicines neceſſary for Wounds, may 


be included in a very ſmall Space; 


and thoſe Surgeons who uſe the feweſt 
are the moſt judicious in their Art. 


Q 4 198 At 


4 
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18 b. At the ſame Place towards 
the End, follow the main Road, &c. 

It Malphigi and ſeveral others had 
never ſtep'd out of this main Road, 
we had never been bleſs'd with fo 
many fine Diſcoveries as they had 
the Satisfaction to make, to the 
great Advantage of Phyſick. In a 
Word, we ſee that Practice has per- 
fected the Progreſs which Theory 
begun, and that the main Road is 
now trodden only by the IIliterate, 
and the Obſtinate. 5 

T conclude, Sir, by leaving you 
at liberty to make what uſe of this 
brief Reply you ſhall think fit, if 


vou judge it may be of any Advan- 


tage to the Publick, and intreat you 
to believe me, Sir, | 


Your very humble and 
| moſt obedient Servant, 
Venerie Royal, | 


12 Fuly, 1714. B | « 
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CIDS, how their Points are deſtroy'd by 
crude Mercury, 60. 
Air, retards the Cure of Wounds, 166, 180. 187. 


Amolets, of crude Mercury prevent Contagion, 68, 


69, 70, 71, 73» 74 


Animals, probable that each contains in itſelf a Me- 


. dicine that will cure its own Wounds, 169. 


Aorta. Wounds of it fatal, 197. 


Aqua Hermetica, ſhews the Minuteneſs of the vo- 
atile Particles of Mercury, 84. 

Aſtringents, good in a Deſcent of the Inteſtine into 
the Scrotum, 137. How they act, 138. Good 
in a Sarcocele, 

B 


Bleeding, very neceſſary in Wounds of the Lungs 
from a cutting Inftrument, 196. Alſo when 
the Veins or Arteries of the Ribs are divided 
199. 

Bodies, foreign, introduced into Wounds, prevent 
Re-union, 186, | | 

Bronchocele, frequent in 8 277. 


Callus, form'd by Tents, 185. | 

Cauſtick- ſtone, applied behind the Ears, the beſt 
Remedy in Diſeaſes of the Eyes, 275. And why 
260, A very remarkable Cafe of its Effect, 
ibid. A Gutta Jus cured by it, 263, Would 
very probably be of Service in the Plague, 267. 
And in the Small-Pox, and other Ferments, 


273. 
Cholick, its Fit put off by crude Mercury, 27. 
Cicatrix, form'd by the nutritious Juice, 293- - 
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ations, diffolv'd by crude Mercury, 14, 15, 
16. How, 49, 50, 11. A ſtrange Caſe of one, 
279. Another, 280. | 
3 prevented by crude Mercury, 67, 68, 
9, 70, 71. 
Contuſions, occafion'd by Tents, 318. 
: D 


Diſeaſes, how Nature cures them, 106, 107. 

Dogs, how they cure their Wounds by Licking, 
164. 

Dreſſings, frequent, the Inconveniencies of them, 
178, 179. 


Elaſticity, animal, acts from the Centre towards the 
Circumference, 313. Is the Agent and Spring 
of Criſes, 315. | 

Emollients, badin a Deſcent of the Inteſtine into the 
Scrotum, 131, Sc. Not ſerviceable in incyſtated 
Tumours, 284. | 

Empyema, how it may be treated, 196. 

Enterocele, what, 129, 

Eſcarr, in Gun-ſhot Wounds, what, 174. The fal- 
ling of it in Gun-ſhut Wounds, what, 175, . Of 
the Meaning of the Word, 293, Cc. 

Excrements, cannot pals into the Scrot um in a De- 
ſcent of the Inteltine, 144. 

Eyes, their Diſeaſes, 252, Cc. Seldom cur'd by 
Coilyria, Veſicatories, Cupping, &, 255. Belt | 
cured by applying Cauſticks behind the Ears, 257. 
And how, 260. A very remarkable Hiſtory of 
ſuch a Cure, 101d. 


F 
Fibres, folded down by the Ballin Gun-ſhot Wounds, 
„ ö = 
| Fiſtula's 
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Fiſtula's, cur'd by crude Mercury, 15. Occaſiond 
for the moſt Part by Tents, 16, 185. LE; 

Frictions, mercurial, how they occaſion Salivations, 
52, 60, 87. | 

Fumigations, mercurial, how they occaſion Saliva- 
tions, 52, 60, 87. 5 

Gout, cured in its Infancy by erude Mercury, 36, 
116, 120. 

Gravel, cur'd by crude Mercury, 23, 98. | 

Gun-ſhot Wounds, why not attended with any 
Hemorrhage at firſt, 174. Why ſuppoſed to 
be lin'd with an Eſcarr, ibid. Why a Hemor- 
rhage comes on after certain Days, 175. Should 
not be dreſs'd with Tents, and why, 175, Ge. 
Their Orifices ſhould be enlarg'd, 189. Should 
be dreſs'd bur ſeldom, 190. The Patient ſhould 
lie on the Wound, 194. A Caſe, 202. An- 
other, 212. 


| I 

Jaundice, remov'd and kept off by an Amulet of 
crude Mercury, 74. 

Liac Paſſion, taken off by crude Mercury, 56, 150. 


Injections, 153. Weaken and alter the Balm of the 


Blood, 155. Deſtroy the Elaſticity of the Fibres, 
and thereby occaſion extravagant Suppurations, 
and tedious Cures, ibid. Diſſipate the animal 
Spirits, 156. Increaſe Solutions of Continuity, 
and make Sinus, ibid. Occaſion Contuſions on 
the Parts when they are {queez'd out, 157. En- 
danger Putrefaction, 158. From Callas's, ibid. 
To be leid aſide for the iame Reaſons that Tents 


Gs wood Inteſtine 


"DD Ex. 
Inteſtine, how to be reduc'd when fallen into the 


Scrotum, 126, cc. | 
Itch, cur'd by crude Mercury, 29. 


6 L 
Leproſy, cur'd by crude Mercury, 33. Siſter to 
thePox, 34, 99. 


| | M 
Mercury, 4. The Heat of the Body not ſufficient 
to ſublime it, 4. Its Sublimation requires Reſt 

and Heat, 61. Frequently ſwallow'd by the 
Women of Smyrna, and the Workers in Mines, 

6, 62. Crude, cures the Pox, 9. 11. And 
Schirrhus's, 11, 13. Does it by acting on the 
Coapulitions as an Abſorbent and Diſlvent, 14, 

15. And how, 49,50,51 Cures Scrophula's, 18. 

Cures Tumours of the Liver, 20. And of the 
Breaſt, 22. Cures the Gravel, 23 98. And 
Suppreſſions of Urine, 24, 25. Cholick, 27. 
Mixes with the Contents of the Stomach, and 

is carried partly into the Lacteals, and goes off 
partly by Stool, 28, 29, 63. Cures the Itch, 29. 

» and Teters, 3o. and Pultules of the Face, 31. 
Mixes with the Lymph, 32. Cures the Lepro- 

Ay, 33. and the Sciatica, 35, 113. and the Gout, 

36, 116, 120. Crude, imbibes not Acids, 42. 

Nor can it unite with them, 61. Stops Vomit- 

ing from Worms, 45. Kills and brings away 

a Worms, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49. Can never aſ- 
ſume vitious Qualities, but when it is diveſted of 

its Figure and Motion, 5, 65, 92, 9. How 

it raiſes Salivations by Frictions and Fumigations, 


52, 
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52, 60, 87. That Effect never produc'd by Mer- 


cury, as crude Mercury, 53. Crude {wallow'd in 
large Quantities, in the Volvulus or Iliac Paſſion, 56, 
150. How it deſtroys the Points of Acids, 60. 
Crude better for medicinal Uſe than any Preparation 
of it, 64. A capital Enemy to all Diſeaſes, 66, 
Secures the Body againſt Infection, 67. Crude, 
Amulets of it prevent Contagion, 68, 69, 70, 
71, 73, 74. And keep off the Jaundice, 74 
How Mercury operates in the Body, 76, 77, 78. 


79, 80. How it comes to be an Abſorbent and | 


a Diſſolvent, 82, Its Parts exceeding minute 
and fubtile, 83. Crude may be taken by the 
Mouth a Year together without falivating, G. 
Its Effects not varied by any Difference of Cli- 
mate, Age, Sex, &c. 97. Crude increaſes the 
Strength of the Patient, and how, 103. May 
be ſafely adminiſtred in Apoplexies, Palſies, Catar- 
acts, and Guttæ Serene, 104, log. Gives the 
Patient no Diſguſt or Conflict, 160. Cures a 
Sarcocele, 122. Cures red Pimples of the Face, 


250, | 
N 


Nature, how ſhe cures Diſeaſes 106, 107, 160, 
161. Always employ'd in repairing the Da- 
mages that happen to our Bodies, 185, Regular 
in her Operations, 208: 


Oil, impenetrable to Air 167. Kills Worms, &c. 
109. | 


P : 
Palſy, may be occaſion'd by crude Mercury applied 
externally 43. : 
Pimples, 


; 
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Pimples of the Face, 242, &c. not occaſion'd 
by the Liver, 243, &c. Produced from the 
Nitre of the Blood, and the Nitre of the 
Air, 246. A ſimple Indiſpoſition of the 
Skin and Scarf-Skin, ibid, Belt remov'd 
by Abſorbents and Diſſolvents, 249. Crude 
Mercury an excellent Medicine in ſuch 
Caſes, 250. | 

Plague, faid to be produc'd by Worms, or 
their Eggs, 65, 67, 71, 72. Crude Mer- 
cury good to prevent it, 67. A way of 
treating it by opening large Iſſues at the E- 
munctories, 267. This belt done with a 
Cauſtick, 270. | 

Plethora, of a Part occaſion'd by Tents, 317. 
Pox, cured by crude Mercury, 9, 11. Mercu- 
Ty a Specific in the Pox, 102 

Pulſe, Shews the Condition of Wounds, 322. 

Pus, an Extract of the Blood, and of the nu— 
tritious Juice, 155. | 

Puſtules, of the Face, 


Rheumatiſm, cured by crude Mercury, 26. 


cur'd with cruJe Mer- 


Saliva, of Dogs. helps to cure their Wounds, 


and how, 166, &c. 
Salivation, how 1ais'd by Mercurial Frictions 


and Fumigations, 52, Go, 87. Never exci- 


ted by Mercury, as erude Mercury, 53, 95. 
Both a Dangerous and an uncertain PraQicg, 

89. Was brought into Credit by the evil 

Preparations of Mercury. 92. | 


Sarcocele, reliev'd by Aſtringents, 143. To 
| | be 
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be deſtroy'd by Diſſolvents only, when they are 
old, 149. Produc'd by an abundant nutritious 

Juice, 152. ; 

Small-pox, kept off by Mercurial Amulets, 69. 70, 
71. Suppos'd to ariſe from the Eggs of Worms, 
70. 71. | 

Sciatica, cur'd by crude Mercury, 25. 

Schrophula, cur'd by crude Mercury, 18. Why 
long in curing, 20. 

Scrotum, an anatomical] Deſcription of its Parts, 
128. 

Suppreſſion of Urine, remov'd by crude Mercury, 


24. 


T. 

Tenrs, occaſion Fiſtulas, 16. Bad in Gun»ſhot 
Wounds and why, 175, 181, and in Wounds 
of the Breaſt, 183, 184, 187. Ulcerate the 
Luugs, 187. Not to be uled in crook'd Wounds, 
at. e. | 

Teter, cur'd by crude Mercury, 30, 

Tumour, Schirrhous, cur'd by crude Mercury, 
It, 13. Ot the Liver cur'd by crude Mercury, 
20. Ot the Breaſt cur'd by crude Mercury, 22. 
Incyſtated Tumours frequent in Piedmont, 275. 
Ariſe from northerly Winds, Watry Vapours, a 
wrong Diet, and want of Exerciſe, 276 not to 
be neg! cted at firſt. 280. A Cale of one neglect- 
ed, 281. Another, 282. Not to be remov'd 
by Emollients or Purges, 284. Diffolvents and 
Abſorbents the beſt Remedies here, 285. May 
Le diſſipated in their Infancy with Diicutients 
and Aſtringents. 289. Beſt remov'd by a Salivation 
it they are inveterate, 290. Crude Mercury like- 
wiſe ferviceable, 291. Another, Caſe, ibid. 
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Vena cava, Wounds of-it mortal, 4 "3 
. Vomiting, from Worms, taken off by crude Mer- 


cury, 45. 5 


Wounds, penetrating of the Breaſt, 172, 183. 
184, Not to be dreſs'd with Tents, 175, &c. 
Not to be dreſsd often, 178. Blood, Ps, or 
Lymph retain'd in their Cavities occaſion many 
bad Symptoms. 194. Of the Breaſt, a Caſe, 
206. Another 210, Of the lower Belly, a Caſe, 
211. Crook'd not to be dreſs'd with Tents, 
221, &c. More eaſily. cur'd than ſtrait ones, 
226, A ſtrange Caſe of a crook'd Wound, 232. 

A Caſe of one dreſs d with Tents, 237. 


